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IMPORTANT NOTICE
Bulletin # 2026-0002

Subject: HB 803 and $7,500 Exemption from Building Permits

Florida House Bill (HB) 803 was signed into law on May 6, 2026 and is effective July 1, 2026. To
provide clarity on the exemption provision contained in HB 803, this Bulletin provides details on
the requirements for such exemption and the process to meet statutory requirements.

A portion of that legislation contains the introduction of Florida Statute 553.79(1)(g) that creates an
exemption from Building Permits for work which meets all of the following criteria:

= work is on a single-family home -AND-

= the full scope of the project does not include electrical, plumbing, mechanical, gas, or

structural work -AND-

= the full scope of the project is less than $7,500 -AND-

= the single-family home is not located in a SFHA (special flood hazard area) -AND-

= requires a written request to the Building Official for an exemption.
This exemption provision goes into effect July 1, 2026.

To simplify the exemption process, the county’s land management software system (Accela) will
contain a RES-EXEMPT record type to allow customers to request an exemption under
553.79(1)(g) and submit the supporting documentation required by the statute. Successful approval
of the exemption request will satisfy the statute’s requirements and allow the Building Division to
maintain a record of all approved exemptions. Please be aware that failure to follow this process
may result in building code enforcement action and possible financial penalties for unpermitted
work.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Are exterior window and/or door replacements covered by this exemption?

A: No. Since exterior windows and doors are considered by the building code as vital exterior
components, they are considered structural and do not qualify for the exemption.

Q: IfI break my project into smaller phases that are under $7,500 can I qualify for the exemption?
A: No. The exemption pertains to the full scope of the project, so breaking it into smaller phases
or pieces is prohibited.

Q: What kind of work would qualify under this exemption?
A: Drywall replacement and roof repairs are two possible examples; however, it is important to
remember that to qualify for the exemption all of the statute’s requirements must be met.
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