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Introduction  

This handbook provides information to applicants wishing to participate in the Stormwater Incentive 
Rebate Program. This program is designed to encourage property owners to install small-scale 
Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs) that improve water quality by reducing stormwater 
runoff and preventing pollutants from entering waterways. BMPs can increase stormwater infiltration 
into the ground and can help prevent erosion, thus protecting our valuable water resources. Sarasota 
County will pay property owners for the installation of eligible (tangible) items associated with select 
BMPs proven to have water quality and quantity benefits.  

 

Program Criteria and Guidelines  

To be eligible to participate in the Stormwater Incentive Rebate Program, the applicant must meet the 
following criteria: 

• The property must be within the Sarasota County Stormwater Environmental Utility Assessment 
area.  

• The applicant must own the subject property per the Sarasota County Property Appraiser’s 
database.  

• Projects must not be located within the right of way and must not interfere with any existing 
easement rights. 

• Applicant must have a signed and dated Letter of Approval from their HOA, if applicable. 
• The BMP must not be required by regulatory order, judgement, or other compliance action. 
• Previously installed BMPs are not eligible. 
• The installation of the BMP must comply with all local permitting requirements.  
• Projects must comply with all federal, state, and local laws and regulations. If project is found 

unpermitted, rebates will not be issued or will be withdrawn. 
 

Property owners can receive a rebate for a maximum of two projects per property. 

Applications will be accepted from October 1 to June 1, to allow work to be completed and rebates 
issued within the fiscal year.  

All Rebate Requests must be submitted by September 10. All project extension requests must be 
submitted by August 10. 

 

 

 

https://sarco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=67103dd95661456587e2ac19aa81ebe7
https://sarco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=67103dd95661456587e2ac19aa81ebe7
https://www.sc-pa.com/
https://www.sc-pa.com/
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Eligible Best Management Practices and Rebate Amounts 

The following BMPs are eligible for rebate up to the listed amount. Additionally, there are minimum 
project technical standards and sizes required for rebate eligibility.  

Tool or BMP 
(click the links for more information) 

Maximum Rebate Amount for Eligible 
Items 

Modified Downspout Up to $50.00 
Rain Gardens   Up to $500.00 
Bioswales Up to $500.00 
Downspout Planters Up to $1,000.00 
Impervious Replacement (driveways, sidewalks, etc.)* $5.00 per square foot, up to $5,000.00* 
Proposed Alternative BMP* Up to $5,000.00* 

 

*For Impervious Replacement, the rebate amount is determined by square footage of impervious 
material replaced with a pervious alternative at $5/square foot. Example: If replacing 100 square feet 
of an impervious driveway, the maximum rebate would be $500.  

*Please note there is a difference between permeable pavers and pervious pavers. To qualify for 
Impervious Replacement for this program, the material being replaced must be pervious. 

*A proposed project expense of $3,000 or greater will require three (3) quotes from three (3) different 
vendors, merchants or retailers for like goods and services, per Sarasota County policy.  

NOTES:   

The final rebate cannot exceed the total project cost. 

Eligible items for rebate are components of the BMP which are tangible and directly associated with the 
project. This rebate does not extend to intangible items, such as labor costs, shipping costs, or delivery 
fees; nor does this rebate extend to tools that are commonly used for general purposes, such as cutting 
shears, shovels, and similar equipment. 

For the installation of rain gardens, bioswales, downspout planter boxes and proposed alternative 
BMPs, only native or “Florida Friendly” plants are eligible for cost share rebate. The finished swale or 
rain garden must encompass at least a 25 square foot area. This can be accomplished with one swale or 
rain garden, or with multiple smaller swales and rain gardens that add up to 25 square feet within the 
property footprint. 

With the conversion of a driveway/walkway/patio from impervious material to pervious material, partial 
roof runoff must be directed to the converted area.  

Proposed alternative BMPs not listed can be considered for eligibility, provided the applicant can 
demonstrate and document how the BMP improves water quality and decreases stormwater runoff.  

https://sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/lid/#modified-downspouts
https://sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/lid/#rain-gardens-&-bioswales
https://sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/lid/#rain-gardens-&-bioswales
https://sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/lid/#downspout-planters
https://sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/lid/#impervious-replacement
https://sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/lid/#native-and-florida-friendly-landscaping
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Definitions 

1. Bioswale: A vegetated open channel or ditch that treats and reduces stormwater flow. As 
stormwater flows along these channels, the vegetation slows it down, allowing for filtration of 
pollutants and increased stormwater infiltration into the underlying soils. Source: 
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-11/bmp-grassed-swales.pdf  

2. Downspout Planter: A raised structure that is connected to a downspout, layered with rocks 
and soil and planted with Florida native plants, designed to temporarily store and filter 
sediments and pollutants from roof runoff. 

3. Impervious Replacement: The removal of material that does not allow for stormwater 
absorption and the addition of material that does allow for stormwater absorption in the same 
area as the original impervious surface. 

4. Modified Downspout: An attachment that connects to the end/bottom of a downspout to slow 
the velocity of water from roof runoff, to disperse water, and to filter pollutants by redirecting 
the flow of water from an impervious surface to a pervious surface (i.e. a rain garden). 

5. Pervious Paver: allows rainwater to seep through the surface 
6. Rain Garden: A depressed area in the landscape that collects rainwater from a roof, driveway or 

street and allows it to soak into the ground. Source: https://www.epa.gov/soakuptherain/soak-
rain-rain-gardens  

7. Rebate: A partial refund of the cost of a project; the portion of the purchase price that is 
returned to the buyer after the purchase is made. 

8. Runoff: Generated from rain that flows over land or impervious surfaces, such as paved streets, 
parking lots, and building rooftops, and does not soak into the ground. Runoff can pick up and 
deposit harmful pollutants like trash, chemicals, dirt/sediment into streams, lakes and 
groundwater. Source: https://www.epa.gov/sourcewaterprotection/urbanization-and-
stormwater-runoff  

9. Stormwater Best Management Practice(s): Studied techniques that have been proven to 
effectively reduce pollutants in stormwater runoff by increasing stormwater absorption into the 
ground.  
 

The Application Process 

1. Interested applicants meeting the Stormwater Incentive Rebate Program criteria on page 3 
should visit the RainCheck webpage to review the application process. If the applicant desires to 
continue pursuing a rebate, then an online application must be submitted containing: 

a. The BMP(s) you wish to install.  
b. An itemized budget or quote(s) with all costs associated with the installation of the 

BMP. If the proposed project amount is equal to or greater than $3,000, applicant must 
obtain three (3) vendor, merchant, or retailer quotes for like goods and services.  

c. A description of the BMPs, including project details. 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-11/bmp-grassed-swales.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/soakuptherain/soak-rain-rain-gardens
https://www.epa.gov/soakuptherain/soak-rain-rain-gardens
https://www.epa.gov/sourcewaterprotection/urbanization-and-stormwater-runoff
https://www.epa.gov/sourcewaterprotection/urbanization-and-stormwater-runoff
https://www.scgov.net/government/public-works/stormwater-environmental-utility/raincheck
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For proposed BMP(s) installations, details should include, but not be limited to the following: 
 

a) Modified downspout: 
• Gutter attachments 
• Plans to route downspout to lawn or landscape areas 
 

b) Rain garden/bioswale: 
• Square feet of proposed area and location on the property 
• Container size, number, and species of native or Florida Friendly plants (example: Four 1-

gallon sized Firebush plants). A planting diagram is preferred but not necessary. 
• Amount and type of soil amendments. 

 
c) Downspout planter: 

• Planter specifications (dimensions, material, etc.) 
• Amount and type of soil amendments 
• Container size, number, and species of native plants for installation 
• Directive gutters and downspout attachment 
 

d)  Impervious replacement: 
• Type of material to be replaced and type of material you plan to use to replace the 

impervious material (example: Concrete driveway to be replaced with pervious pavers). 
• Square feet of proposed replacement 
• Technical specifications for project such as amount and type of aggregate for reservoirs & 

compacted areas (helpful resources can be found here) 
 

2.  After an application has been submitted, the NEST Program Coordinator will reach out for 
additional information, a signed Rebate and Maintenance Commitment Form, and/or to 
schedule an initial site visit.  

3. Once the NEST Program Coordinator conducts an initial site visit, if the site is considered 
suitable for the desired BMP, and all required project information is submitted, then a Notice to 
Proceed (NTP) form will be issued to the applicant. The NTP form lists the project 
commencement date, 50% completion date (if applicable), 100% completion date, and the 
rebate request submittal deadline. PLEASE NOTE – Work completed prior to receiving a Notice 
to Proceed form will not be eligible for a rebate. Items for BMPs can be purchased before 
receiving the NTP (please keep all itemized invoices), however, applicant assumes the risk of 
them not being eligible for rebate if deemed not suitable. Items cannot have been purchased 
before the inception of the program (December 17th, 2024). 

4. All work for BMP installation must be completed within 60 days of receiving the Notice to 
Proceed form. For unforeseen delays, a one-time 30-day extension can be requested and must 

https://sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/lid/#impervious-replacement
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be approved by the NEST Coordinator. Project extension requests must be submitted by June 
1, the same day applications close.  

5. The applicant must contact the NEST Program Coordinator to schedule 50% completion site visit
(if proposed project amount is $3,000 or greater) and 100% completion site visit.

6. NEST Program Coordinator will verify project completion through sites visits and photographs.
7. The program application process can be cancelled by either party without further commitment

up until the issuance of payment. The cancellation must be communicated to the other party in
writing.

The Rebate Process 

Once the NEST Program Coordinator has conducted the 100% completion site visit and has deemed the 
installed BMP(s) satisfactory, the applicant must submit the following to the NEST Program Coordinator 
to receive a rebate: 

o Itemized invoice(s) and/or receipt(s) for materials indicating materials have been paid in
full, and/or

o Itemized invoice(s) from a hired vendor/contractor indicating work has been paid in full
o Pictures taken during construction
o Completed Rebate Request Form

 Program Contacts 

NEST Program Coordinator 

1001 Sarasota Center Blvd 

Sarasota, FL 34240 

Email: raincheck@scgov.net 

Office: 941-861-6378 

Cell: 941-415-3842  

Stormwater Finance Manager

1001 Sarasota Center Blvd 

Sarasota, FL 34240 

Email: jgentile@scgov.net 

Office: 941-861-0947

mailto:raincheck@scgov.net
mailto:hmathis@scgov.net
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