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What is Code Enforcement? 

Code Enforcement is a local government function that ensures properties comply with county
ordinances. Its purpose is to maintain and enhance the community's character, safety, and
environment.

Why does Code Enforcement Exist? 

Code Enforcement exists to:
Preserve the quality of life
Maintain property values
Protect public health and safety
Keep neighborhoods clean, safe, and livable

Reporting a Concern

What is a code violation?
A code violation occurs when a property does not comply with local regulations. Common examples
include:

Overgrown grass
Inoperable or Unregistered vehicles
Unauthorized signs

Note: Sarasota County has developed a Citizen’s Guide that covers most common violations located
at www.scgov.net, keyword: Code Enforcement.

How do I report a violation?
Concerns can be reported by:

Calling 311 or 941-861-5000
Using the 311 Connect mobile app (available in the Apple App store and Google Play Store)
Email CEAdmin@scgov.net

Can I report anonymously?
Due to changes in the law, Florida State Statute 162 prohibits anonymous code enforcement
reporting
Anonymous complaints are NOT accepted unless the complaint falls under the following criteria:
violation presents an imminent threat to public health, safety, or welfare, or imminent destruction
of habitat or sensitive resources
Information submitted online becomes a public record

Per Florida State Statute 162, A person who reports a potential violation of a code or an ordinance
must provide his or her name and address to the respective local government before an
enforcement proceeding may occur.
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What Happens Next?

What happens after I file a complaint?
A Code Enforcement Officer investigates the property
If a violation is found, a notice may be issued
The property owner is given a reasonable time to correct the issue
Most cases are resolved voluntarily before fines are issued

What if a violation is not corrected within the allotted time?
The County provides additional notice followed by a Special Magistrate hearing
A Special Magistrate conducts an evidentiary hearing, and makes a finding of fact and provides
direction on compliance and timelines and possible fees

Will I get fined right away?
No. Typically:

A notice is issued first
The County may conduct an abatement in unique situations to correct a violation (depending on
ordinance type). Fees, interest, and other incurred costs related to the abatement are charged to
the violator
A deadline is provided for compliance
Fines or hearings only happen if the issue is not resolved
Other citations and fines may be assessed depending on the violation type
If the issue is not resolved, a lien is placed on the property

Common Code Questions

Fences
Residential fences must meet Sarasota County Standards
Chain-link, wood, or vinyl fences typically do not require a permit as long as the code criteria is
met
The finished side must face the street and neighboring properties

Sarasota County Code, Unified Development Code, Chapter 124, Article 8, Section 124-125

Grass Height
Grass and weeds may not exceed 12 inches

Sarasota County Code, Chapter 54, Article XV, Section 54-473
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Common Code Questions

Chickens
Up to 4 chickens allowed per property within certain residential zones (Residential Single Family,
Residential Estate 1 and 2, and Residential Combination)
Roosters are allowed in Open Use Agricultural (OUA), Open Use Rural (OUR), and Open Use Estates
(OUE) zone districts with distance conditions from other residentially zoned properties

Sarasota County Code, Unified Development Code, Chapter 124, Article 6, Section 76(b)

Short-Term Rentals
Rentals must be longer than 30 days
Short-Term rentals in less than 30 days are limited to properties zoned RMF (Residential Multi-
Family) on the barrier islands
All other dwelling units within Sarasota County must comply with the requirements of UDC
Section 124-131

Sarasota County Code, Unified Development Code, Chapter 124, Article 8, Section 131

Vehicle Parking
Up to 4 vehicles allowed in the front (street yard)
Additional vehicles must be in a garage or in a side/rear yard screened by a six-foot fence, wall, or
70% opaque six-foot hedge

Sarasota County Code, Unified Development Code, 124, Article 8, Section 120

Large or Commercial Vehicles
Vehicles (trucks, buses, vans, and tractor trailers) over 7,500 lbs. (empty weight) are not allowed
in residential areas and certain open-use

Sarasota County Code, Unified Development Code, 124, Article 8, Section 120

Trash and Curbside Collection
Items must be in containers, bags, or bundles under 40 pounds
Place at the curb no earlier than 5 p.m. the day before to pick-up
Removed by 10 a.m. the day after pick-up
Store containers in the side or the rear yard (no front yard storage)
Separate yard waste from regular trash

Sarasota County Code, Chapter 106, Article II, Section 106-47



WWW.SCGOV.NET 941-861-5000

Common Code Questions

Junk, Trash, and Debris
Properties must be kept free of:

Junk, debris, and discarded materials
Tires, auto parts, or construction debris
Inoperable equipment or machinery
Unlicensed and/or inoperable vehicles

All waste must be disposed of properly.

Sarasota County Code, Unified Development Code, Chapter 54, Article XV, Section 54-473.

Need More Information?
Visit www.scgov.net (keyword: Solid Waste) or contact Solid Waste Staff for assistance with:

Special pickups
Hazardous waste disposal
Appliances and electronics

HOA Declaration of Restrictive Covenants
Sarasota County does not enforce declarations of restricted covenants or any HOA bylaws. These are
civil matters that Sarasota County does not have authority over. 

These are general guidelines and may not apply in every case. 

Contact us

Need more assistance in whom to contact? Please visit www.scgov.net, keyword: Code Enforcement or
scan the QR code below for more information.
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