Keep Sarasota County Beautiful Advisory Board
Regular Meeting on March 13, 2025
8750 Bee Ridge Road
Sarasota, FL

This meeting was recorded and is on file.

CALL TO ORDER
Candi Messerschmidt called the meeting to order at 5:06 p.m.

Attendees: Candice Messerschmidt, Geralde Mack, Alex Miller, Brooks Rogers, Sophie Beltran
Absent: Marc Bex, Ranya Kargbo
Staff: Hunter Jensen

RECITATION OF MISSION STATEMENT

The mission statement was recited by all Board Members. “Educate the public and promote
interest and participation in the overall improvement and beautification of the environment
throughout Sarasota County.”

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
n/a

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

e Jan. 8, 2025 VAR — Moved to approve by Geralde Mack and seconded by Alex Miller;
approved unanimously.

e Jan. 8,2025 AB — Moved to approve by Alex Miller and seconded by Geralde Mack;
approved unanimously.

KSCB AB CHAIR REPORT

Candi highlighted the prior Volunteer Awards Recognition (VAR) meeting, noting that the last
awards party was canceled due to the 2024 hurricanes. The Sub-Committee discussed hosting
the rescheduled celebration at the beginning of the year and is currently considering Saturday,
February 21 at a new venue. There was strong interest from the board in holding the event at
the new Mote Marine facility, with a shared goal of revamping and reimagining the awards
celebration. The board also plans to reevaluate the current awards categories to ensure they
remain relevant and reflective of the program’s mission. Candi reminded the group that Sub-
Committee meetings are open to any board member who wishes to participate.

STAFF REPORT

Hunter announced the departure of Wendi Crisp from Solid Waste and Keep Sarasota County
Beautiful (KSCB), noting that she has transferred to another department. He expressed well
wishes for her new role within the Office of Financial Management (OFM). With this transition,
Hunter shared that his goal as the new program lead is to modernize KSCB and align it with the
standards of neighboring affiliates. He also announced that the FDOT grant has been approved
in the amount of $15,000, which is projected to be used for logistical supplies and promotional
materials. Hunter noted that KSCB has recently received strong media coverage, which has



been positive for the program, but emphasized the importance of maintaining that momentum.
Additionally, he shared that a GIS-based litter heat map is currently in development to track
cleanup progress across the county. Lastly, Hunter provided an update on registration for the
Great American Cleanup (GAC), highlighting an increase in participation and the addition of new
site captains.

DISCUSSION

Alex asked Hunter if he had heard back from the League of Women Voters regarding their
request. Hunter explained that he and Joyce have been playing “phone tag,” but he is working
on scheduling a time to connect with them. Geralde inquired whether Englewood is a split
county, and Hunter confirmed that it is, noting that the downtown area falls within Sarasota
County. The board also discussed the idea of creating a small mascot or figurine and collectively
decided on a flamingo. Sophie generously offered to crochet a flamingo for KSCB. Hunter closed
by sharing that KSCB is gaining momentum quickly, with a strong focus on outreach, and
expressed excitement about the future of the program.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
VAR Sub-committee — Apr. 9, 2025, 4-5 p.m.
Advisory Board meeting Apr. 9, 2025, 5-6 p.m. at 8750 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota

ADJOURN
Meeting adjourned at 6:07 p.m.by Candice Messerschmidt



