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S A R A S O T A   C O U N T Y   G O V E R N M E N T 
 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 
 

DECLARATION OF EXTENDED STATE OF EMERGENCY 
 
 
 

1. Hurricanes Helene and Milton produced significant storm surge events and wind damage in the 
Sarasota County area in a short timeframe, which has created extensive damage throughout barrier islands and 
coastal areas. The resulting impacts from Hurricanes Helene and Milton combined with additional rain continue 
to pose an imminent threat in Sarasota County for the next several days. 
 

2. Hurricanes Helene and Milton have impacted and caused damage to roads, bridges, 
businesses, and homes in areas of Sarasota County. The ongoing threat of significant public and private 
financial loss poses an immediate and present danger to the health and safety of the citizens of Sarasota 
County, necessitating the exercise of all reasonable preparatory, precautionary, and remedial measures. 
 

 3. Hurricanes Helene and Milton constituted natural disasters for Sarasota County warranting 
the declaration of an emergency pursuant to Section 252.38(3)(a)5, Florida Statutes on September 24, 2024, 
and declaration of an extended state of emergency pursuant to Section 252.38(3)(a)5, Florida Statutes on 
October 1, 2024, and October 8, 2024 for Hurricane Helene, and the declaration of an emergency pursuant to 
Section 252.38(3)(a)5, Florida Statutes on October 6, 2024, October 13, 2024, October 20, 2024, October 27, 
2024, November 3, 2024, November 10, 2024, November 17, 2024, November 24, 2024, December 1, 2024, 
December 8, 2024, December 15, 2024, December 22, 2024, December 29, 2024, January 5, 2025, January 
12, 2025, January 19, 2025, January 26, 2025, February 2, 2025, February 9, 2025, February 16, 2025, 
February 23, 2025, March 2, 2025, March 9, 2025, March 16, 2025, March 23, 2025, March 30, 2025, April 
6, 2025, April 13, 2025, April 20, 2025, April 27, 2025,  May 4, 2025, May 11, 2025, May 18, 2025, May 
25, 2025, June 1, 2025, June 8, 2015, June 15, 2025, June 22, 2025, June 29, 2025, July 6, 2025, July 13, 
2025, July 20, 2025, July 27, 2025, August 3, 2025, August 10, 2025, August 17, 2025, August 24, 2025, 
August 31, 2025, September 7, 2025, September 14, 2025, September 21, 2025, September 28, 2025, October 
5, 2025, October 12, 2025, and October 19, 2025. 

 
4. It is the intent of Sarasota County that by declaration of this state of emergency, Sarasota 

County may invoke the powers granted to it pursuant to Section 252.38, Florida Statutes, and its adopted 
emergency management plan. It is further the intent of Sarasota County that by declaration of this state of 
emergency, Sarasota County, its citizens, and municipalities may be eligible for financial assistance available 
through the state or federal government.  
 
 5. In accordance with Governor’s Executive Orders Nos. 24-208, 24-209, 2025-57, 2025-102, 
and 2025-182, which declared a state of emergency due to Hurricane Helene, Governor’s Executive Orders 
Nos. 24-214, 24-215, 2025-68, 2025-119, and 2025-191, which declared a state of emergency due to 
Hurricane Milton, and implemented measures to the address the emergency in affected areas, including 
Sarasota County, it is the intent of Sarasota County that by declaration of this state of emergency, Sarasota 
County shall make available all public facilities, including elementary and secondary schools, and other 
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facilities owned by Sarasota County that are suitable for use as public shelters to ensure the proper reception 
and care of all evacuees affected by this emergency as needed. 
 

6. Pursuant to the authority delegated to me by the Board of County Commissioners in the 
Sarasota County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan and under Sarasota County Code Section 2-
217(h)(1), I may declare the existence of an emergency procurement condition and suspend any or all of the 
provisions of the Procurement Code and authorize emergency procurement. 
 

7. Pursuant to the authority delegated to me by the Board of County Commissioners in the 
Sarasota County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan together with the authority granted to 
Sarasota County under Section 252.38(3)(a)(5), Florida Statutes, promulgate the following Declaration, to 
take immediate effect: 

 
SECTION 1. Declaration of a State of Emergency. 
 

Because of the foregoing conditions, it is hereby declared that due to Hurricanes Helene and Milton, 
a state of emergency continues to exist in Sarasota County. It is further declared that Hurricanes Helene and 
Milton are natural emergencies, as defined in Chapter 252, resulting in substantial damage to or loss of 
property that has caused or threatens to cause injury or harm to the citizens of Sarasota County. By this 
declaration, Sarasota County hereby invokes the emergency management powers granted to it pursuant to 
Section 252.38, Florida Statutes and its adopted emergency management plan, and the Governor’s Executive 
Orders Nos. 24-208, 24-209, 24-214, 24-215, 2025-57, 2025-68, 2025-102, 2025-119, 2025-182, and 2025-
191.   
 
 
SECTION 2. Authorization to Apply for Federal and State Assistance.  
 

Sarasota County is hereby authorized to apply for any federal or state financial assistance to assist in 
recovering from the property damage, financial losses or bodily harm sustained as a result of the natural 
disaster Sarasota County has experienced.  
 
 
SECTION 3.  Declaration of an Emergency Procurement Condition. 
 

Sarasota County hereby declares an emergency procurement condition exists and suspends all the 
provisions of the Procurement Code and Procurement Manual and authorizes emergency procurements. The 
County Administrator hereby delegates his procurement authority under this Declaration to the Sarasota 
County Procurement Official. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jonathan Lewis
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