Sarasota County Signs in the Right-of-Way

To promote the continued attractiveness of Sarasota County and reduce adverse visual impact of signs, including
safety within our travel ways, signs in the County’s right-of-way are regulated pursuant to Code of Ordinance,
Section 98-9, Removal of Signs in Right-of-Way and Unified Development Code (UDC), Section 124-211, Prohibited
Signs. Code Enforcement removes all illegal signs that are placed on public Right-of-Way within the unincorporated
areas of Sarasota County, without notice to the owners.

Removal of Signs in the Right-of-Way

Staff are authorized to remove all signs, without notice to the owners thereof, placed on public rights-of-way, and
to impound them for a period of ten days.

Signs erected by a governmental agency or required by a governmental agency, and constructed erected or
maintained on, over or upon any existing County, State, federal, or other public right-of-way, or officially adopted
right-of-way, with the unincorporated areas of Sarasota County, are exempt from the provisions of this section.

Year Number of Signs Removed

2021 9,274

2022 11,868
2023 11,314
2024 10,683
2025 11,267
Total 54,406

Prohibited Signs

Signs in the right-of-way of any public street, road, or way or signs overhanging or infringing upon the right-of-way
of any public street, road, or way, are prohibited, except signs permitted according to the UDC.

Enforcement for Placing Signs in the Right-of-way

Placing signs in the County right-of-way can lead to serious consequences.
e Impounded signs can be recovered after a payment of $10.00 per sign is made within 10 days of being
impounded.
¢ Anyone convicted of violating the County Ordinance can be fined up to $100.00, imprisoned in the County jail
for up to 10 days, or both fined and imprisoned.
e Staff can issue a notice of violation (NOV) or utilize a citation, which can lead to additional fines.

Reporting Illegal signs in the Right-or-Way

Contact Sarasota County staff or visit us online for more information about the complaint process or to report a
potential violation.
e Call 311 (or 941-861-5000)
e Use the 311Connect mobile app to report a potential code violation (available on the Apple App Store, Google
Play store or via www.scgov.net/311)

WWW.SCGOV.NET 941-861-5000
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