Sarasota County Storm Related Permitting

Overview

Sarasota County understands the difficulties our community faces when we are faced with
recovering from the impacts of a storm event. Our staff is ready to assist property owners with
the recovery process, whether rebuilding or repairing private structures. The following
information is designed to support private property owners as they work to rebuild or repair
their residences or businesses.

Permit Fee Suspension

Historically, the Sarasota County Commission has temporarily suspended county permitting fees that
apply to permit applications submitted for work to repair damage from storm events.

The following permit types have historically had fees temporarily suspended for work to repair
documented storm related damage:

e Re-roofing or Recovering (RES-ROOF or COM-ROOF)

e Exterior door replacement (size-for-size) (RES-ALT or COM-ALT)

e Exterior window replacement (size-for-size) (RES-ALT or COM-ALT)

* |nterior repairs from water intrusion (RES-ALT or COM-ALT)

e Minor electrical repair (RES-ELC or COM-ELC)

e Electrical service change (RES-ELC or COM-ELC)

* AC change out (RES-MEC or COM-MEC)

e Replacement ductwork (RES-MEC or COM-MEC)

* Mobile home demolition (RES-DEMO)

* New replacement mobile home (RES-NEW)

* Residential demolition (RES-DEMO)

e Temporary Use Permits (TUP)

e Temporary tents (TUP)

Expedited Permitting

When applying for a permit in Accela, select "Storm Related" for the project type. For more
information, please call 941-861-5000 or email building@scgov.net.

When is a Permit Required?

For help determining when a permit is required, please refer to Building Permit Guidelines
handout.
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Sarasota County Storm Related Permitting

Substantial Damage

FEMA requires all repairs or improvements to structures located in high-risk flood zones to
be evaluated for either compliance with flood elevation requirements or compliance with
the 50% Rule. The 50% Rule is based on an evaluation of the ratio of the cost of work (to
repair a building to its pre-damage condition) to the market value. Ratios that equal or
exceed 50 percent result in a Substantial Damage/Substantial Improvement determination.
Sarasota County is employing a screening procedure to assist in expediting this review
process.

Unlicensed Contracting

We have received reports of scammers in our community attempting to take advantage of
those affected by the storm. To report scams, call the Florida Attorney General's Office of
Citizen Services at 866-966-7226. Be cautious of unsolicited offers or contractors claiming to
perform repairs at a discount using leftover supplies from other jobs. Take time to research a
company and its reputation—check online references or ask friends for recommendations.
Verify that a company is properly licensed and insured and check for any consumer
complaints against a licensed contractor at MyFloridaLicense.com. Never pay the full
amount for repairs upfront and be cautious about providing large deposits. Do not sign a
certificate of completion or make the final payment until you are satisfied with the work

performed.
Contact Us
Building Phone: 941-861-5000/Fax: 941-861-6471
Email: building@scgov.net
Permitting Email: stormpermitting@scgov.net
Flood Plans Review Email: floodplansreview@scgov.net
Unlicensed Contractors Email: ula@scgov.net
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