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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Bulletin # 2025-0002 

 
Subject:   Clarification on Additions to Structures 

 
Due to a lack of specifics provided by the Florida Building Code related to the definition of an 

ADDITION, this bulletin is to provide clarity on the specifics of when the definition of an Addition 

is being met. 

 

As the Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) and in continuity with the interpretation and 

determinations of previous county building officials, it is the determination of the Building Official 

in conjunction with the Zoning Administrator that the following specifications must be met in order 

for construction to be considered an Addition.  All of the following specifications must be met: 
 

• Extend or increase the floor area, number of stories or height of a building or structure, and; 

• Must be structurally connected to the existing structure by a direct connection (roof and 

foundation), and; 

• Must be fully enclosed as to allow for free passage between the existing structure and the 

proposed addition so that an individual is not exposed to outside elements. 

Clarifications:  

o A new structure connected to the existing structure by a roofed open-air breezeway 

or by a screen cage would not be considered an Addition. 

o The connection and/or the proposed addition are not required to be conditioned 

space, dependent on the occupancy classification. 

The following special notice is provided for structures located in flood hazard areas: 

• If the cost of the addition and all other proposed work constitute Substantial Improvement 

(i.e. 50% Rule) then both the existing building and the addition must meet the design and 

construction standards for new construction in accordance with the county’s Flood 

Prevention ordinance. 

• If the cost of the addition and all other proposed work do not constitute Substantial 

Improvement (i.e. 50% Rule) then the addition: 

[1] Must not create or extend any non-conformity of the existing building with  

      regard to the flood resistant construction requirements; 

[2] The lowest floor of the addition shall be at or above the lower of: 

(a) the lowest floor of the existing building, or;  

(b) the lowest floor elevation required by the county’s floodplain  

      management regulations. 


