
Frequently asked questions
1) Why were black olive trees selected for planting along West Dearborn Street?

In 2019, and after two public meetings, the consultant charged with landscape design for West Dearborn Street 
was instructed to base the design on requirements from the Englewood CRA Advisory Board (Florida-friendly, 
emphasis on shade, color/visual interest). Initial concepts were presented during the first meeting April 8, 2019. 
During the second meeting May 15, 2019, the CRA Advisory Board and public reviewed final concepts and a 
list of proposed plant species. The response to the final concepts was overwhelmingly positive. 

2) Why are the trees being replaced now?
By 2023, the trees started loosening the stained-glass pavers on the sidewalks, and their overgrowth is creating 
obstacles for pedestrians on the sidewalks. County maintenance has grown increasingly costly, and hiring a 
licensed arborist to trim the trees will incur additional costs and require an extensive procurement process. It is 
more cost-effective and faster to replace the black olives with Christmas palms (which are Florida-friendly and 
require substantially less irrigation and maintenance), to match the palms already located on the south side of 
the corridor. 

3) Can the black olive trees be straightened with tie downs? 
The trees were braced upon installation, but the braces were removed because they were strangling the trees.

4) Were the leaning trees caused by hurricanes? 
They started growing sideways and causing infrastructure damage before last season’s hurricanes. This is not 
hurricane related. 

5) Why not plant something native? 
The Christmas palms are Florida-friendly and match the palms already located on the south side of the corridor.

6) How much will the tree replacement cost? 
Two vendors are currently going through a pre-qualified quote bidding process. We will have an exact cost 
when that process is complete. 

7) Was the project discussed at a CRA meeting? 
CRA board members were given a courtesy notice of the project on Aug. 6 prior to the public announcement. 
No CRA board member requested the project be added as a topic of discussion for the August meeting agenda. 

8) What department in the county is responsible for this project? 
The General Services Department is coordinating the project.

9) Can the black olive trees be relocated? 
The selected vendor will be responsible for the removal and disposal of the trees, but it is unlikely they will be 
able to offer the trees to citizens due to liability concerns. 
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