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New Reporter What to Know

. . All media requests are handled by our Media
G I d e Relations Office/Public Information Officers (PlOs).
u To schedule media interviews, receive information on
SCFD responses to scenes and for general media
queries, use the contact information below to reach

About SCFD the on-call PIO.

The correct way to refer to us is: Sarasota County
Fire Department or SCFD, not “Sarasota Fire
Rescue” or “Sarasota County EMS” for example.

Sarasota County Fire Department (SCFD) is an internationally
accredited, all-hazards response department that protects life
and property through fire prevention, fire suppression,
emergency medical services and special operations response
serving unincorporated Sarasota County and the City of Due to Health Insurance Portability and

Sarasota. Personnel are dual-certified as firefighters and Accountability Act (HIPAA) regulations, we cannot
Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs) or Paramedics. release patient identities or provide updates after

transport to a hospital.

The Fire Department also includes a Lifeguard division,
dedicated to protecting residents and visitors at six public

beaches in Sarasota County. How We ShC] C=RNEWES

Learn more about SCFD at scgov.net/fire.

Where We Serve

. Media Releases and pitch emails - Contact us to
sign up!

. Website: scgov.net

. Social media:

The S c Fire D ides both fi o Facebook: SRQEmergencyServices
e Sarasota County Fire Department provides both fire o X: @scgovEOC

suppression and emergency medical services to
unincorporated Sarasota County, the City of Sarasota and a
portion of Nokomis, and EMS-only to Laurel, a portion of
Nokomis and Englewood.

Contact Us

¢ 941-861-6397
> (NO TEXTING)

news@scgov.net

By the Numbers

. Certified firefighter/EMTs and paramedics: Over 550
. Calls for Response Annually: Over 67,000 @) www.scgov.net

o EMS: 81% Fire: 10% Vehicle Crash: 6% Other: 3%
. Fire stations: 25

. Lifeguarded beaches: 6 Media Releations/PIO staff rotate on-call responsibilities

for after-hours and weekend media queries. Please use

) this contact information for all media queries.
Access Our Photo Gallery: www.scgov.net/imagery



https://www.scgov.net/government/emergency-services/fire-department-6090
https://www.scgov.net/government/communications/access-sarasota/imagery-collection
https://www.scgov.net/home

New Reporter
Guide

About Us

Sarasota County Media Relations is here to help journalists
and serve as your direct connection to accurate, timely
information about county services, programs and
emergency response.

Media Relations staff assist with:
Responding to media inqueries.
Coordinating interviews with subject matter experts
across all county departments, as well as the
Resilient SRQ program.
Sharing updates on emergency incidents and
county initiatives.

The media relations team is available Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., with PI1Os rotating after-hours and
weekend on-call coverage.

Media outlets may submit queries through email,
news@scgov.net, or by phone, 941-861-6397.

Sarasota County includes unincorporated areas, excluding
municipalities like the cities of Sarasota, North Port, Venice
and the Town of Longboat Key. The areas of Englewood
and Nokomis fall under unincorporated Sarasota County.
Learn more about Sarasota County Government, the
services provided and areas covered at scgov.net.

Learn more about Sarasota County Government at
scgov.net.

How We Share News

. Media Releases and pitch emails:
Contact us to sign up!
. Website: scgov.net
. Social media: SRQCountyGov
o Facebook, Instagram, X, Nextdoor & YouTube

What to Know

All media requests are handled by our Media
Relations Office/P10s. To schedule media interviews
with our subject matter experts, receive information
on emergency responses to scenes and for general
media queries, use the contact information below to
reach the on-call PIO.

We may refer you to other agencies if they are the
lead for a specific project or emergency scene.

Due to Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA) regulations, we cannot
release patient identities or provide updates after
transport to a hospital.

Journalists are encouraged to reach out to Sarasota
County Commissioners directly for comment. Media
relations does not facilitate these interviews or
queries.

Contact Us

(, 941-861-6397
(NO TEXTING)

news@scgov.net

@ www.scgov.net



https://www.scgov.net/home

Sarasota County Government Media Relations

More Helpful Contacts

For municipal or partner agency PlO contacts, visit the
Media Relations page at scgov.net. Frequently used
contacts include:

City of Sarasota: news@sarasotafl.gov

City of Venice: landerson@venicefl.gov

City of North Port: jbartolone@northportfl.gov
Town of Longboat Key: tadams@longboatkey.org
Sheriff’s Office: Dana.Judge@SarasotaSheriff.org

He|p US, He|p Youl! Manatee County: NEWS@mymanatee.org

Help us help you! We're here to give you information
and resources you need to accurately share
information with our community, and we do our best to
provide you subject matter experts and meet your
deadlines. When reaching out to us, it's important to
include:

Find Images for Your Use in Our
Photo Gallery._scgov.net/imagery

+ Your deadline.

. If you need photos, video (b-roll) or documents.

. Some of the specific questions you have.

. For interviews, specify how much time you will
need and whether it will be pre-recorded or live.

Please note that Sarasota County Fire Department is
encompassed in Sarasota County Government, and by
reaching out to the Sarasota County Government media
relations team, we can help provide information from
SCFD, including our beach lifeguards.

vvvvv

Need More Information?

Check Out Our Website:

scgov.net
Sarasota County
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