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Sarasota County

FY24 Program Highlights

FY24 Volunteer Program Highlights
(October 2023 — September 2024)

> 6 Participating Departments
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Emergency Services

Libraries and Historical Resources
Health and Human Services / Mosquito Management (NEW)
Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources
Solid Waste / Keep Sarasota County Beautiful
UF/IFAS Extension

> Applications and Onboarding
+» 443 individual applicants.

«  Of those, 255 were activated.

= 244 of those activated have logged hours.
= 151 applicants did not complete the onboarding process.
+ 55 new groups added.
= 42 have logged hours.

» Statistics Breakdown
+ Total Hours: 276,917.94 (31% increase from FY’23)
% Total Value: $8,753,376.36 (32.4% increase from FY’23)

++ Total Volunteer Count: 11,576 (16.5% decrease from FY’23)

_ Individuals Direct Groups Community Partners
Hours 36,350.80 24,205.67 216,361.47
+2.0% +9.7% +40.8%
Value $1,149,049.27 $765,141.14 $6,839,185.95
+3.4% +11.9% +41.9%
Volunteer Count 674 3,689 7,213
+9.1% +29.9% -30.7%
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Testimonials

“My favorite thing about volunteering is making a difference in the environment.” — Michael S.
“I decided to volunteer because | love a clean beach and enjoy giving back.” — Rhonda R.

“I like the comradery, gratitude, and being of service to others.” — Bobbie L.

“Volunteering is the highlight of my week. | get to socialize with other people, help patrons, and
it's a workout!” — Jo Ellen
“I love to volunteer because it’'s a great way to contribute to the health and safety of our

community. The people are very kind, and | am able to get experience for school.” — Anna L.

New departments joining the program in FY25!
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> Emergency Services
*Note: The volunteers captured in these statistics are a mix between individuals and direct
groups. The volunteers may have served with another department or directly at the request of
the Emergency Operations Center (EOC). Disaster volunteer data from partner agencies is not
represented in this document.
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50 Total Volunteers
181.12 Total Hours
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Court-Ordered Community Service
= 7 volunteers
= 21 hours
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Hurricane Debby Recovery

= Behavioral Health Support - Woodmere Park Shelter
e 2 volunteers
e 5.5hours

= Debris Clean Up - Celery Fields
e 2 volunteers
e 6 hours

= Debris Clean Up - Turtle Beach Campground
e 2 volunteers
e 4 hours

= EOC Support
e 1 volunteer
e 19.07 hours

= Garden Preparation - Twin Lakes Park
e 8 volunteers
e 24.5 hours

++ Hurricane Helene Recovery

= Garden Preparation - Twin Lakes Park
e 4 volunteers
e 10 hours

= Supplies Distribution - Nokomis Beach POD
e 10 volunteers
e 30 hours

= Supplies Distribution - Venice Community Center POD
e 3 volunteers
e 19 hours

% Disaster Recovery Team - VRC Training
= 18 volunteers
= 42.05 hours
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» Libraries and Historical Resources
s 453 individual volunteers
= 14,636.92 hours
% Community Partners
= 21,510.92 hours

« The William H. Jervey Jr. Venice Library takes great pride in its extensive collection
of genealogical books. In 2024, as part of the library universal goal to highlight and
increase usage of an underutilized service, they promoted their genealogy services.
These dedicated volunteers have provided over 250 hours this last year of one-on-one
assistance for those interested in delving into their own family history.

% Fruitville Library volunteer Eileen loves the library so much she is willing to go above
and beyond! She loves to dust the bookshelves! She's dusted the entire library
twice! Fruitville Library Staff really appreciate her taking on this task, as it's something
staff rarely has time to do, and it really keeps the library looking fresh and clean. Eileen
has been a volunteer for almost 10 years and has contributed over 675 hours of
volunteer work.
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+ Elsie Quirk Library had a big leap in their annual volunteer hours, with library shelvers
contributing 805 hours during FY’23-24, compared to 477 hours during FY’22-23. Some
of the volunteer milestones include: Teen volunteer Tazana Bottenfield reached 100
hours, and Sally Entlich reached 10 years of service.
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The Sarasota Music Archive (SMA) volunteers (one of our Community Partners)
contributed 2,118 hours over the fiscal year. They have one of the largest collections of
popular sheet music, vinyl records, piano rolls, CD’s, and other items in the region.
Volunteers work on digitizing records and keeping everything organized! SMA also
provides incredible music programs at Selby Library, and they are always well attended
and popular!

+ The Gulf Gate Library celebrated some volunteer milestones;
= Carol Hasting, Dorothy Kelleher, and Marcy Robinson celebrated 10 years of
volunteer service.
= Volunteers with the most Hours: Geneva Lavery (158 hours), Pat O’Brien and
Maria Koncius (154 Hours each) and Dorothy Kelleher (124 hours).
= Teen volunteer with most hours: Sam McHoul (42 hours).

> Health and Human Services / Mosquito Management
% 1 volunteer
s 24.08 hours

+« Anna helped to identify and pin over 20 different species of mosquito to add to our
training collection. She also helped to train our intern on how to pin mosquitoes and
other insects to help with our general educational insect collection.
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Beaches & Water Access

=  Community Partners: 2,647 hours

= Direct Service: 7,377.63 hours
Business Operations

=  Community Partners: 2,225 hours

= Direct Service: 4,023.35 hours
Court-Ordered

= Direct Service: 1,038.75 hours
Natural Areas & Trails

=  Community Partners: 4,374.50 hours

= Direct Service: 10,052.66 hours
Recreation Centers and Neighborhood Parks

= Community Partners: 6,721.50 hours

= Direct Service: 5,181.87 hours
Sports & Athletics

=  Community Partners: 178,328 hours

= Direct Service: 275.50 hours

For many years we have had volunteers pedaling the Surrey with a guided tour along
the Legacy Trail from Laurel Park, which is ideally suited for mobility-challenged
individuals and others that just want to ride. (Season runs from Jan. — mid April. 3 Rides
— 2 pedalers — every Tuesday and Wednesday.)

= 133 hours provided

In FY’24 we introduced the volunteer pedaled Pedicab which leaves out of Osprey
Junction Trailhead. (Season runs from Jan. — mid April. 3 rides — 1 pedaler — every
Thursday.)

= 38 hours provided

We also offer the volunteers and opportunity to be our eyes and ears of the Trail as
“Trail Ambassadors”. This is an opportunity to assist staff while also getting some
exercise.

= 648 hours provided



FY24 Program Highlights

Y

VOLUNTEER .

o SAR ASOTA I SaraSota County

COUNTY

« After all storms, Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources recovery efforts typically
involve assessing damage, removing debris, repairing damaged infrastructure like trails,
playgrounds, and buildings, restoring vegetation, and potentially re-designing elements
to increase resilience against future storms, all while ensuring public safety and
coordinating with local emergency management agencies to reopen parks as quickly as
possible.

= Our volunteers played an important part in assisting staff with these types of
activities in reopening our parks. Both Community Partners and individual
volunteers.

e Sports and Athletics Sports
o Athletic Teams assisted in cleaning up many of our fields.
o 178,603 hours
o Close to 5,000 volunteers
e Beaches and Water Access
o Both individuals and community partners continued support the
beach clean-up efforts.
o 10,024 hours
o Approximately 2,100 volunteers
e Special Events
o Teens and adults — even though many events were cancelled due
to storm related issues, still managed to provide service for many
activities.
o 6,000 hours
o Only 24 volunteers
e Natural Areas and Trails
o Our volunteers in our natural areas aided in clearing trails for the
safety of our visitors.
o 14,427 hours
o Over 1,100 volunteers
e Recreation and Neighborhood Parks
o Volunteers provided programs and assisted staff with clean-up
efforts to serve our visitors at the recreation centers and in our
playgrounds.
o 11,903 hours
o 1,464 volunteers
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> Solid Waste / Keep Sarasota County Beautiful (KSCB)
% Overall
= 1,783 volunteers
= 1,742 hours
= 15,979 Ibs. (7.99 tons) of trash collected
= 4,742.5 Ibs. (2.37 tons) of recyclables collected
+ Adopt a Road Program
Some roads in Sarasota County are eligible for “Adoption” Status. This gives groups the
opportunity to clean litter on a two-mile stretch of roadway maintaining the beauty of
Sarasota County and cleaning our environment of litter. Volunteers are required to
organize four cleanups per year to remain active.
= 41 active groups
695 volunteers
1,414 hours
11,500 Ibs. (5.78 tons) of trash collected
2,957.5 Ibs. (1.48 tons) of recyclables collected
82 miles of roadway cleaned
% Great American Clean Up
The Great American Cleanup is an initiative through KSCB with goals to engage the
community to clean up spaces around them. In Sarasota County this is at select
locations, primarily within parks, cleaning up litter in the spring.
= 387 volunteers registered
485 Hours
1,960 Ibs. (0.98 tons) of trash collected
647.5 Ibs. (0.32 tons) of recyclables collected
30 miles of shoreline cleaned
= 4 miles of roadway cleaned
% Liberty Litter Clean Up
The Liberty Litter Cleanup is a cleanup event through KSCB that encourages volunteers
to help clean litter left on beaches and in the parks following the July 4 holiday.
= 174 volunteers registered
= 170 hours
= 1,067.5 Ibs. (0.53 tons) of trash collected
= 455 Ibs. (0.23 tons) of recyclables collected
+ The International Coastal Cleanup
The International Coastal Cleanup is an event coordinated by The Ocean Conservatory
in which KSCB participates in. KSCB hosts the event in various locations throughout the
county that allows volunteers the opportunity to clean litter throughout the waterways in
Sarasota County, which is a big part of the community.
= 527 volunteers registered
= 392 hours
= 1,452.5 Ibs. (0.73 tons) of trash collected
= 682.5 Ibs. (0.34 tons) of recyclables collected
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» UF/IFAS Extension
< 258 volunteers
= 60 Advisory Committee volunteers
= 23 County Volunteers
= 36 4-H volunteers
= 139 Master Gardeners volunteers
s 13,291.18 volunteer hours

81.25 Advisory Committee hours
716.43 County volunteer hours
823.50 4-H volunteer hours
= 11,670 Master Gardener volunteer hours
+ Residents served by volunteer Energy Coaches
= 22 energy upgrades
= 296,378 kWh conserved
= 832,916 gallons conserved
= $41,413 saved
% Our community garden managers and assistants took care of 7 community gardens.



Y

VOLUNTEER

- TA B
SARASOT—-

Sarasota County

> 40+ Advisory Boards

Monthly Volunteer Participation (Volunteers & Hours)
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<+ October 2023
= 70 volunteers
= 92.20 hours

< April 2024
= 64 volunteers
= 96 hours

«* November 2023
= 81 volunteers
= 98 hours

% May 2024
= 107 volunteers
= 181.25 hours

< December 2023
= 72 volunteers
= 109.65 hours

< June 2024
= 72 volunteers
= 202.25 hours

% January 2024
= 96 volunteers
= 132.19 hours

s July 2024
= 49 volunteers
= 55.36 hours

+ February 2024
= 116 volunteers
= 180.48 hours

« August 2024
= 68 volunteers
= 98.65 hours

<+ March 2024
= 76 volunteers
= 156.10 hours

s September 2024
= 43 volunteers
= 76.97 hours

09/24

Total Hours



