Planning & Development Services

Building Division
Careers in Building Safety

Did you know?

There is a tremendous work opportunity for qualified candidates seeking a job in the building
safety industry, including Building code inspectors, plans examiners, permit coordinators, etc.
Professions within the building safety field vary widely in their specialties, and the industry offers
many well-paying career options for today’s workforce. Below are some examples and
overview of what these careers are:

= Permit coordinators/technicians assist in the issuance of construction and development
permits to ensure compliance with the provisions of a jurisdiction’s adopted regulations and
codes.

= Plans examiners determine that plans submitted for purposes of obtaining building and
other permits comply with the applicable building, plumbing, mechanical, electrical, gas, fire
prevention, energy, accessibility, and other applicable construction codes.

Categories of plans examiners include building plans examiner, plumbing plans examiner,
mechanical plans examiner, and electrical plans examiner.

= Building Code Inspectors conduct inspections of building construction, erection, repair,
addition, or alteration projects that require permitting indicating compliance with building,
plumbing, mechanical, electrical, gas, fire prevention, energy, accessibility, and other
construction codes as required by state law or municipal or county ordinance.

Categories of building code inspectors include building inspector, plumbing inspector,
mechanical inspector, electrical inspector, coastal construction inspector, commercial
electrical inspector, residential electrical inspector, electrical inspector, and 1&2 family
dwelling inspector.

= ULA (Unlicensed Activity) Investigators evaluate and enforce local building codes,
including unpermitted work and /or unlicensed contractors. They typically issue warnings or
give citations for code violations (building codes) they find.

= Building officials manage the development, administration, interpretation, application and
enforcement of the codes adopted by their jurisdiction.

» Fire marshals (work under Emergency Services Department) develop and deliver fire
prevention and implement public fire safety programs that provide for inspections of
occupancies for life safety and fire issues in accordance with codes and standards adopted
by their jurisdiction.

To explore building safety careers and other County positions visit
https://www.scgov.net/government/human-resources/career-opportunities





