[oil
Sar;@sota County

Affordable Housing Efforts
in Sarasota County from 2017-2024

Sarasota County recognizes affordable housing as a priority in North McCall Road

our community. We use a variety of approaches to serve different Community Housing Trust (CHT) development on 18.14 acres

populations. These strategies include: in Englewood.

¢ Encouraging the market to provide diversity in housing types o Cluster subdivision of at least 39 single-family attached units.
and affordability levels. « Operating under the CHT’s land trust model and remaining

¢ Supporting local nonprofits in developing affordable and affordable in perpetuity.

workforce housing. « As of August 2024, the commission approved a purchase and sale

agreement, now advancing toward closing.
AFFORDABLE HOUSING STUDIES
TARGETED FUNDING

There are two recent reports that include background information and
demographics, strategies, best practices and community input related to

- The allocation of funds for specific projects allows the county to support
affordable housing.

local nonprofits in developing affordable and workforce housing. Funding
may come from — among other allocations — the sale of escheated lots,

Situational Report -~ Housing Affordability Major Initiative public or private donations, federal grants and in-lieu payments.

Housing affordability has been a top priority for the Sarasota County

Commission since 2017. This report is the result of community input American Rescue Plan Act/State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds
that supplements ongoing policies and efforts to increase the supply (ARPA/SLFRF)
and ability to obtain affordable housing for the county’s workforce. In 2022, the county commission approved the dedication of

$25 million of ARPA/SLFRF funding to help multiple agencies create

Florida Housing Coalition Action Plan over 600 affordable housing units.

This report from the Florida Housing Coalition (FHC), completed in

2018, recommends actionable steps for the City of Sarasota and Family Promise of South Sarasota County, Inc.
Sarasota County that will result in an increase in workforce housing. In 2021, the commission approved a grant agreement with Family
Promise for $250,000 from the county’s Housing and Community
COUNTY SURPLUS PROPERTIES Development Fund Program to help purchase 10 units dedicated for
transitional housing for working families. In 2024, the commission
Current county initiatives to advance affordable housing on county-owned approved a grant agreement with Family Promise for $100,000 from
properties that are declared surplus: the Housing and Community Development Fund Program for the

purchase of property on Baffin Road in Venice.

2501 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Way . )
Residential and commercial mixed-use community on 114.13 acres Community Development Block Grant, Disaster Recovery
named Gracewater Midtown. (CDBG-DR)

. . . : . Due to the continuing unmet needs from the impacts of Hurricane
* 2]ngr?jgg|rg?§:e1goyu:;?§ units, with 25% of the units being lan in 2022, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
' (HUD) directly allocated $201.5 million of CDBG-DR funds to Sarasota
¢ Includes a minimum of 5,000 square feet of grocery and pharmacy. County. The commission approved the dedication of $40 million for the
« On Feb. 21, 2024, the commission approved a rezone for this development of approximately 617 multi-family affordable housing units.
property as well as authorized the transmittal of a Comprehensive

Plan Amendment for the property to the Florida Department of DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS
Economic Opportunity.

¢ As of September 2024, the county sold the property with a land Sarasota County encourages diversity in housing types and affordability
use restriction agreement for the affordable housing units and levels through land use policies and regulations.
grocery/pharmacy. .
Gommercial Redevelopment
4644 N. Tamiami Trail Ordinance No. 2021-075 allows upper-story residential dwelling units
Residential development on 6.2 acres, named New Trail Plaza. less than 750 square feet in commercial redevelopment to count as
« At least 96 units serving families at 80% area median income or one-half units for depsity purposes. The ordinance also eases parking
less for no less than 50 years. and stormwater requirements.
e As of March 2024, the county sold the property with a 50-year Parking Requirements
Land Use Restriction Agreement (LURA) for the 96 units of Ordinance No. 2018-011 reduces parking requirements for multi- and
affordable housing. single-family developments.
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(continued)

Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)

Ordinance No. 2019-024 expands the residential districts where ADUs
are permitted, allows ADUs to have kitchens, increases their maximum
size to 750 square feet and removes them from density calculation.

DENSITY BONUSES

Density bonuses may be offered within specific development types in
exchange for the creation of affordable housing.

Half Dwelling Units (HDUs)

Ordinance No. 2019-004 allows multifamily dwelling units less than
750 square feet to count as one-half units for density purposes. This
applies to properties within the urban service area boundary but not on
a barrier island, and not used as transient accommodation. There is no
affordability requirement associated with this policy.

Sarasota 2050 Villages and Village Transition Zone

Sarasota 2050 Villages may increase their maximum density from five
to six dwelling units (DU) per gross developable acre if 100% of the
additional DUs allowed by the density increase are affordable housing
units. Incentive DUs are also granted for every affordable unit provided
on-site in 2050 villages and in the Village Transition Zone.

Critical Area Plan (CAP)

REDUCED FEES/PROCESSING TIMES

Sarasota County reduces the costs associated with affordable and
smaller-sized units.

Densities in CAPs may be increased from 13 to 25 DU/acre if 15%
of the additional residential densities granted over 13 DU/acre in the
development are affordable housing. Density increases require a CAP

Expedited Permitting

Resolution No. 2017-178 expedites the processing and permitting
of developments and structures that would increase or enhance
affordable housing.

Utility Fee Rates

An amendment to Resolution No. 2018-163 created a new residential,
master-metered utility fee category for a single-family dwelling of less
than 750 square feet being established at 0.5 equivalent dwelling unit.

Impact Fee Rate Provisions

¢ Resolution No. 2018-011 amended the Mobility Fee Ordinance to
reduce impact fee rates for multi-units less than 750 square feet,
micro-apartments and tiny homes.

¢ Ordinance No. 2022-071 allows for excepting mobility, library, and
park impact fees for multifamily developments meeting 60% or
less of the AMI, a 50% reduction in mobility fees for developments
providing units up to 80% AMI, and further tiered reductions for
library and park impact fees up to 120% AMI.

and mixed-use development of residential, office and/or institutional
uses and retail and/or service uses.

The Affordable Housing Overlay (AHO)

The AHO is located at the east end of Palmer Boulevard and contains
412 acres. In 2015, a density increase was approved to allow 600 total
dwelling units with 15% designated as affordable at 80% and 100%
area median income.

SARASOTA COUNTY AFFORDABLE

HOUSING COMMITTEE

Sarasota County has an Affordable Housing Advisory Committee (AHAC)
that meets every year and makes recommendations to the county
commission. The AHAC reviews the established policies and procedures,
ordinances, land development regulations, and adopted Comprehensive
Plan and recommends specific actions or initiatives to encourage or
facilitate affordable housing while protecting the ability of the property
to appreciate in value. Interested community members are welcome to
attend their meetings.

If you are interested in creative affordable housing solutions,
surplus lands and/or affordable housing updates, contact Sarasota
County Planning and Development Services.

« Phone: 311 or 941-861-5000 (outside Sarasota County)

« Email: planner@scgov.net

- Web: www.scgov.net/affordablehousing
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