
USGBC® and the related logo are trademarks owned by the 
U.S. Green Building Council and are used with permission.

LEED Facts
UF/IFAS Extension and Sustainability

6700 Clark Road
Sarasota, Florida

Gold 41 pts.*
LEED certified
September 2005

SUSTAINABLE SITES 7/14

WATER EFFICIENCY 5/5

ENERGY & ATMOSPHERE 10/17

MATERIALS / RESOURCES  5/13
INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL 

QUALITY  9/15

INNOVATION IN DESIGN   5/5

*possible 69 points

The USGBC LEED scorecard shows the sustainable categories 
for which each project is rated, including points achieved 

(left number) against possible points (right number).

“In 2005, the UF/IFAS Extension and Sustainability project became 
the fifth building in Florida to be awarded LEED Gold certification 
from the U.S. Green Building Council. At the time, it was the 
highest-scoring LEED project in Florida, and remained so until 
2009. For a local government to make that kind of commitment to 
sustainability years before other communities did so, is something 
Sarasota County is very proud of.”

Lee Hayes Byron, Director,  
Sarasota County UF/IFAS Extension and Sustainability
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SARASOTA COUNTY
GREEN BUILDING PROGRAM

In 2005, Sarasota County made a local commitment to build 
high-performing, sustainable buildings to provide economic, 
environmental, and health benefits for the public and employees. 
The county went further in 2006 when it became the first county 
in the nation to accept the American Institute of Architect’s 2030 
Challenge to design new buildings to be carbon-neutral by 2030.  
As a result of this commitment, numerous county buildings have 
been awarded LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design) certification for energy efficiency, reduced impact on  
the environment, water conservation and more. 

 Sustainable Sites
•	Electric-vehicle charging stations and bike racks encourage  

alternative transportation.
•	Insulated, metal roof materials reflect solar heat away from the building, 

reducing energy needed for air conditioning.
•	Construction area was contained to a minimum to disturb as little 

surrounding land as possible and maximize green space.

 Water Efficiency
•	Climate-tolerant, Florida-Friendly Landscaping ™ virtually eliminates 

outdoor water demand.
•	Rainwater is collected in a 28,000-gallon cistern, for indoor plumbing use.
•	Low-flow toilets and waterless urinals reduce water consumption.

 Energy and Atmosphere
•	Geothermal HVAC system saves energy and uses ozone-friendly refrigerants.
•	Used 45% less energy than new, code-compliant buildings opened at  

the time.
•	Solar photovoltaic system generates electricity and saves taxpayer dollars.

 Materials and Resources
•	Recycled content used for building materials, like carpet tiles and wallboard.
•	Diverted 89% of project construction waste from landfill into recycling streams.
•	Local and regional sourcing of 20% of construction materials, reducing 

transportation cost and pollution.

 Indoor Environmental Quality
•	Low-volatile organic compound (VOC) finishes, adhesives, sealants, paints, 

and carpet minimize indoor air contamination.
•	Expansive windows provide abundant natural daylighting and exterior 

views, saving energy and increasing productivity.
•	Tobacco-free designation for building, campus, and parking lots.

Visit scgov.net/sustainability to learn more about green building strategies 
and how you can save money and resources in your home or workplace.

UF/IFAS EXTENSION AND SUSTAINABILITY
The following green building features were incorporated into the design of this facility:

UF/IFAS EXTENSION  
AND SUSTAINABILITY



STOP 1 Over one-third of the building’s parking 
lot surfaces and walkways are made from pervious 
materials that allow the movement of stormwater 
through the surface, reducing runoff.

STOP 2 Certified in September 2005, this facility 
was the first green office building in the area and 
the highest-scoring LEED building in Florida at  
the time.

STOP 3 Recycled content materials used 
throughout the building, including tile carpeting, 
gypsum wallboard and more.

STOP 4 Hidden beneath the outdoor classroom is a 
28,000-gallon rainwater cistern that provides water 
for toilet flushing. 

STOP 5 The building’s geothermal cooling system 
saves energy by pumping cooler groundwater  
from a well and capturing that temperature 
difference through a heat exchanger.

STOP 6 A 20kw solar system generates up to 40 
percent of the building’s electricity, saving about 
$5,300 per year in electric costs.
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Take a self-guided tour of this Green Building to learn about its LEED features, noted by the following symbols:

O ce Space

Lobby

Patio and
Outdoor Learning Area

Rooftop
and

Solar Panels

Conference Room
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