
CHILDREN FIRST
A Sustainable Future for 
the Next Generation
When they first started their Partners 
for Green Places journey, Children 
First worked with professional energy 
auditors to conduct a detailed energy 
audit at its North Port Campus. 

Using utility bill history and in-depth 
diagnostic testing, they developed an 
Energy Roadmap that outlined which 
building operations were using the 
most energy and water and detailed 
upgrade recommendations, spanning 
from air conditioning and lighting to 
insulation, water fixtures and more.

Children First has used what it 
learned from its North Port Campus 
Energy Roadmap to make efficiency 
improvements at its other facilities. 
Children First has also used this project 
to elevate awareness amongst their 
staff and families of the importance of 
energy efficiency measures, both from 
the context of savings and reducing 
their footprint on the environment.

Children First is one of many nonprofits that has participated in Partners for Green 
Places, a collaborative initiative designed to inspire local nonprofits, businesses and 
residents in Florida to take action through sustainable measures to advance the 
movement and dialogue on climate change.

Learn more at www.PartnersForGreenPlaces.org.  PROJECT DETAILS

20-30%
Savings on North 

Port Campus 
Utility Bills

90%
Reduction of Fossil 
Fuel Energy Use on 

Main Campus

100%
Commitment 

to Sustainability

Children First has 
benefited greatly from 
our participation in 
Partners for Green Places. 
With the opportunity 
to replace aging and 
inefficient air-conditioning 
equipment and retrofit 
with LED lighting, we have 
significantly reduced 
our energy consumption 
and costs. As a result, 
we have more resources 
to support our mission 
while reducing our impact 
on the environment.

-
Philip Tavill,
P R E S I D E N T  &  C E O

https://www.partnersforgreenplaces.org/


Key Project Details

S O L A R

Marieb Center - Main Campus  
286 panel, 117 kW solar 

PV system. 
Supplies ~90% of electricity. 

Equivalent to planting  
1000+ trees annually.

H VA C

North Port Campus: Upgraded two 
HVAC units with more efficient 

systems and moved the thermostat 
to a more centralized location.
Other Facilities: Upgrading 16 

older HVAC units with high 
efficiency, 16 SEER heat pumps 

with Wi-Fi enabled programmable 
thermostats.

W I N D O W  F I L M

North Port Campus: Low-E film on 
sun exposed windows to 

reduce heat transfer.

L E D  L I G H T I N G

North Port Campus: Reduced 
energy consumption, heat 

generation, and maintenance with 
LED lighting retrofits.

Other Facilities: Upgrading all 
lighting to LED.

W E AT H E R S T R I P P I N G

North Port Campus: Sealed air 
leaks around doors.

FA U C E T  A E R AT O R S

North Port Campus: Installed 
low-flow faucet aerators to save 

water and energy.

* Savings will be reinvested into 
their organization, helping 
Children First provide essential 
programming and supplies to 
underserved children and 
their families.




