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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Sarasota County Planning and Development Services Department  
 
FROM: Rhea Lopes 
 
CC: John Mann, Scott McKenna, Matt Baum, Alexis Crespo, Lindsey Craig 
  
DATE: February 12, 2024 
  
RE: Lakewood Ranch Backyard Social Special Exception – Neighborhood Workshop   
 
 
Backyard Social LLC (“Applicant”) is organizing a Neighborhood Workshop as required to submit a Sarasota County 
Special Exception application for the above referenced project. Enclosed please find the completed workshop request 
form and proposed Conceptual Plan. The fees for the application will be paid by credit card, when requested by the 
County. 

The subject property (“Property”) is approximately 10.12 +/- acres in size and comprises a portion of PID 0191010002. 
It is generally located to the north and east of Professional Parkway, and west of Lakewood Ranch Boulevard in 
unincorporated Sarasota County, to the east of I-75. 
 
The Property has a future land use designation of Major Employment Center (MEC). It is currently zoned Planned 
Commerce Development (PCD) and Open Use Conservation (OUC). The Property is also within the Lakewood Ranch 
Corporate Park DRI and within I-75 Corridor Critical Area Plan. 
 
The immediate surrounding properties predominantly consist of vacant lands, and wetlands. Professional Parkway is 
located west and south on the Property. Further south of the Property are multifamily residential and single-family 
residential developments. There is also some commercial and office development along Lakewood Ranch Boulevard 
and Professional Parkway in this area, including various offices, a church, warehousing, and storage facilities. 

The intent of the proposed special exception is to allow for indoor and outdoor entertainment, bar with outdoor 
entertainment and outdoor dining for extended hours than permitted by right under the Unified Development Code 
(UDC).  
 
The Applicant is requesting a special exception to allow for the following uses: 

1. Bar with outdoor entertainment after 10:00 PM or outdoor dining after 10:00 PM Sunday through Thursday, or 
after 11:00 PM Friday and Saturday. 

2. Entertainment, indoor with entertainment after 10:00 PM. 
3. Entertainment, outdoor with entertainment after 10:00 PM. 

 
The extended hours are requested only for specific days as noted below: 
¶ Monday  11 PM 
¶ Tuesday  11 PM 
¶ Wednesday 11 PM 
¶ Thursday 12 AM 
¶ Friday  2 AM 
¶ Saturday 2 AM 
¶ Sunday  10 PM 
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Overall, the proposed special exception will allow for a unique restaurant concept with active outdoor space, which 
will serve as an amenity to the residents of the County and its visitors. Due to the Property’s location, there will be no 
negative impacts on public health, safety, and welfare from grant of this special exception.  
 
Per the attached form, the Neighborhood Workshop will be held virtually on March 5, 2024, at 6 p.m. via Zoom. 
Please contact me directly at (607) 216-2390, or rlopes@rviplanning.com, if you have any questions regarding this 
request.  
 



PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
A Virtual Neighborhood Workshop will be held to discuss a special exception application relating to 
approximately 10.12+/- acres of PID No. 0191010002 (“Property”). The Property is generally located to 
the north and east of Professional Parkway, and west of Lakewood Ranch Boulevard in unincorporated 
Sarasota County. The Property is zoned Planned Commerce Development (PCD) and Open Use 
Conservation (OUC) and is within the Lakewood Ranch Corporate Park Development Regional Impact. 
Backyard Social LLC (“Applicant”) proposes to file a special exception application to allow for indoor and 
outdoor entertainment, bar with outdoor entertainment, and outdoor dining for extended hours than 
permitted by right under the Sarasota County Unified Development Code (UDC) on the Property. The intent 
of this request is to allow for a unique restaurant concept with active outdoor space. 
 
This is not a public hearing.  The purpose of this workshop is to inform neighboring residents of the nature 
of the request, discuss the Conceptual Plan, answer questions, and seek comments. The Virtual 
Neighborhood Workshop is being held Tuesday, March 5, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.  To join, please visit 
www.zoom.us, click on “Join” in the top right corner, and enter: Meeting ID: 885 3133 7618, Passcode: 
673339. 
 
For more information, please visit https://www.scgov.net/government/planning-and-development-
services/pds-calendar   
 
Sarasota County prohibits discrimination in all services, programs, or activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, sex, marital status, familial status, religion, or genetic information. Persons 
with disabilities who require assistance or alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.), or who wish to file a complaint, should contact: 
Sarasota County ADA/ Civil Rights Coordinator, 1660 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota, Florida 34236 
Phone: 941-861-5000, TTY: 7-1-1 or 1-800-955-8771 
Email: adacoordinator@scgov.net  
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NOTICE OF VIRTUAL NEIGHBORHOOD WORKSHOP 
 
 
February 13, 2024 
 
Backyard Social LLC (“Applicant”) is holding a Virtual Neighborhood Workshop relating 
approximately 10.12+/- acres of PID No. 0191010002 (“Property”). The Property is generally 
located to the north and east of Professional Parkway, and west of Lakewood Ranch Boulevard 
in unincorporated Sarasota County (see attached aerial map). The Property is currently zoned 
Planned Commerce Development (PCD) and Open Use Conservation (OUC) and is located 
within the Lakewood Ranch Corporate Park Development Regional Impact. Applicant 
proposes to file a special exception application to allow for indoor and outdoor entertainment, 
bar with outdoor entertainment and outdoor dining for extended hours than permitted by right 
under the Sarasota County Unified Development Code (UDC) on the Property. The intent of 
this request is to allow for a unique restaurant concept with active outdoor space. 
 
This is not a public hearing.  The purpose of this workshop is to inform neighboring residents 
of the nature of the request, discuss the Conceptual Plan, answer questions, and seek 
comments.  We hope you can join us. 
 
The Virtual Neighborhood Workshop is being held Tuesday, March 5th, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.   
 
To join the Virtual Neighborhood Workshop, at the date and time shown above, please visit 
www.zoom.us, click on “Join A Meeting” in the top right corner, and enter  
Meeting ID: 885 3133 7618 
Passcode: 673339 
 
For more information, please visit https://www.scgov.net/government/planning-and-
development-services/pds-calendar  
 
For questions please contact: RVi Planning + Landscape Architecture, Inc.  

Rhea Lopes 
10150 Highland Manor Dr., Suite 450, Tampa, FL 33610 
(607) 216-2390 OR rlopes@rviplanning.com 
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