
Keep Sarasota County Beautiful Advisory Board 
Regular Meeting on March 11, 2015 

8750 Bee Ridge Road 
Sarasota, FL 

 

This meeting was recorded and is on file. 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
Larry Prohs called the meeting to order at 5:12 p.m.   
 
Attendees: Juliana Bellia, Sarah Jackel, Bob Lewis, Candice Messerschmidt, Jesse Perez, Larry 
Prohs, Agnes Rutushni and Elizabeth Tromp 
 
Unable to attend: Alison Albee, Alex Graham  
 
Staff: Wendi Crisp and Mary Stagg 
 
RECITATION OF MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission statement was recited by the board. “Educate the public and promote interest and 
participation in the overall improvement and beautification of the environment throughout 
Sarasota County.” 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
None present. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes from the February 11, 2015 Advisory Board meeting were approved as written. 
Minutes from the February 11, 2015 VAR Sub-Committee meeting were approved with a 
correction to the date of the upcoming meeting from April 8 to March 11. 
 
KSCB AB CHAIR REPORT 
KSCB ANNUAL REPORT: 
The report will be presented to the Sarasota County Commission on March 17, 2015. All board 
members are encouraged to attend the event (9 a.m. start time at 1660 Ringling Boulevard). 
Two other groups reporting, but KSCB is first. If attending, please wear your red KSCB shirt. 
 
ADOPT-A-ROAD CLEANUP DATES: 
April 18 – Jesse Perez and Bob Lewis 
August 8 or 15 – Larry Prohs 
October 17 – Alex Graham 
 
VOLUNTEER AWARDS DINNER SUBCOMMITTEE:  
Candice Messerschmidt provided an update. Jesse Perez has joined the group. Event to be held 
at Robarts Arena from 5-8pm on Wednesday, November 4, 2015. Theme will be baseball – 
proposing “Our Volunteers Pitch In” as the theme. Looking for Harry Carey glasses for emcee 
costume. Bob Lewis’s nephew works for Cubs in PR – can send some items for us to use – tour 
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passes, box of bobble heads and possibly some other items for décor. Have discussed idea of 
using team pennants for table designations (vs. table numbers). Does he have access to the 
Harry Carey glasses since he’s in Chicago? Bob to check. Group discussed seating and if/how to 
assign to specific team tables. Ultimately determined that assigned seating is better than open 
seating to ensure groups can sit together. Contacted the mascots and are beginning to submit 
request forms. 7th inning stretch – mini-entertainment with choral group – will contact Booker 
Middle School or High School. Will look into Star Spangled Banner for the beginning, God Bless 
America and Take Me Out to the Ballgame for mid-point. Used SMA color guard in the past, but 
they have fallen through the past few years. Larry Prohs offered to contact Col. Thibault to see 
if they are available. Nomination forms are being finalized and will be online this year. Wendi 
Crisp shared a working draft of the invitation – group likes the image of the batter at home 
plate vs. the team photo. Backdrop at Robarts to set the stage. Still need to come up with 
master centerpiece ideas to compliment the pennants.  
 
CHAPTER REPORTS 
City of North Port: Juliana Bellia 
Preparing for GAC – had to move to 3/28 due to staff changes in the city. Wendi Crisp to notify 
any volunteers who have signed up that the date has changed. 
 
City of Sarasota: Liaison absent at meeting  
 
City of Venice: No liaison – Wendi Crisp to look into option of having someone join the board, 
either from the city staff or from VAB. Monty Andrews might be a good person to reach out to.  
 
City of Longboat Key: No liaison  
 
STAFF REPORT: Wendi Crisp 
GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP: 
Event will be taking place on Saturday, March 21 from 8 a.m.-noon. 673 volunteers pre-
registered in 2014 – we are at 964 this year with 10 days to go. Supplies will be packed this 
week for distribution at the Landfill and Bee Ridge offices next week. New online, mobile 
friendly reporting system this year.  
 
ANNUAL REPORT: 
The FY14 Annual Report will be presented to the Sarasota County Commission on Tuesday, 
March 17. All board members are encouraged to attend. 
 
LIBERTY LITTER CLEANUP:  
Event will be held on Sunday, July 5 from 7-9 a.m.  Wendi Crisp to start working on promotional 
materials after the GAC ends. Begin promoting about eight weeks in advance.  
 
INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP:  
Event will be held on Saturday, September 19 from 8 a.m.-noon.   
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27TH ANNUAL VOLUNTEER AWARDS RECOGNITION DINNER:  
Advisory Board voted and approved Wednesday, November 4, 2015 as the event date.    
 
BIG TRUCK DAY: 
County will be hosting on Saturday, April 4 from 10a-2p at Twin Lakes Park in conjunction with 
EGGstravaganza. KSCB will have a booth for National County Month at the event. If anyone is 
available, volunteers are needed. Theme is transportation and we will be promoting Adopt-a-
Road program. 
 
TRASH PIZZA ACTIVITY: 
The 1st and 5th grade classes at Ashton Elementary are interested in having us present Trash 
Pizza around Earth Day. Activity centers around what is in the Landfill and how it got there. 5th 
Grade is Friday, April 24 and first grade will be confirming dates soon. Both Juliana Bellia and 
Agnes Rutushni expressed interest in helping.  
 
DISCUSSION 
Candice Messerschmidt asked about status of Terracycle – did anyone have a chance to review 
their website? Do we have more 365-TAGS cards? Where to distribute? Big Truck Day? PSA’s? 
Mary can take some to the Shark Tooth Festival in April. New pocket ashtrays are available and 
members can take some to distribute. Juliana Bellia will take some for Newcomer Day in May. 
Let’s bring a box to the Great American Cleanup and provide to the Beach Ambassadors at 
Siesta Beach. Candice also expressed her appreciation for her time on the advisory board and 
looks forward to returning after a year off.  
 
Mary Stagg and Juliana Bellia recognized Candi’s outstanding work and leadership on the 
committees over the years. 
 
Larry Alexander has been promoted to our division manager and Gary Bennett is retiring from 
the position.  
 
NEXT MEETING 
Next Volunteer Awards Recognition Dinner sub-committee meeting will be on April 8, 2015 at 
4:30 p.m. at 8750 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota.  
 
Next Advisory Board meeting will be on April 8, 2015 at 5 p.m. at 8750 Bee Ridge Road, 
Sarasota. Last meeting until August 2015. 
 
ADJOURN 
Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 


