
Keep Sarasota County Beautiful Advisory Board 
Regular Meeting on February 11, 2015 

8750 Bee Ridge Road 
Sarasota, FL 

 

This meeting was recorded and is on file. 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
Juliana Bellia called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m.   
 
Attendees: Juliana Bellia, Bob Lewis, Candice Messerschmidt, Jesse Perez, Larry Prohs and 
Elizabeth Tromp 
 
Unable to attend: Alison Albee, Alex Graham and Sarah Jackel 
 
Staff: Larry Alexander, Wendi Crisp and Mary Stagg 
 
RECITATION OF MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission statement was recited by Juliana Bellia. “Educate the public and promote interest 
and participation in the overall improvement and beautification of the environment throughout 
Sarasota County.” 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
None present. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes from the January 14, 2015 Advisory Board meeting were approved as written. 
 
KSCB AB CHAIR REPORT 
KSCB ANNUAL REPORT: 
The report will be presented to the Sarasota County Commission on March 17, 2015. All board 
members are encouraged to attend the event (9 a.m. start time at 1660 Ringling Boulevard). 
Board has opted to wear new red, Great American Cleanup shirts. 
 
ADOPT-A-ROAD CLEANUP DATES: 
February 21 - Jim & Agnes Rutushni 
April 18 – Jesse Perez and Bob Lewis 
August 8 or 15 – Larry Prohs 
October 17 – Alex Graham 
 
VOLUNTEER AWARDS DINNER SUBCOMMITTEE:  
Sub-committee met earlier today at 4pm. Event to be held at Robarts Arena from 5-8pm on 
Wednesday, November 4, 2015. Theme will be baseball – still need actual “name.” Robarts has 
lots of logistics in place – staging, tables, chairs, concessionaire, catering, etc. Oland Stokes has 
agreed to be our emcee again this year – will wear baseball attire of some sort. Lots of ideas for 
centerpieces including using team pennants to identify tables instead of numbers. Need a 
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“headline” for the invitation – all ideas are welcome! Want to have Star Spangled Banner sung, 
seventh inning stretch – may reach out to schools for choral groups. For menu, looking at 
hotdogs, chicken fingers, veggie option, etc. May also try to use usherette trays in beginning for 
snacks (peanuts, popcorn, Cracker Jacks) and beverages. Will be contacting baseball mascots 
and minor leaguers or retired ballplayers to interact with attendees during arrival hour. Also 
researching options for interactive pitching or hitting stations. Event will be taking place at the 
end of baseball season – should be after World Series conclude. Bob Lewis’ nephew does PR for 
the Cubs – he will check with him to see about getting him involved in some way. Mark Guthie 
at Venice HS and Jack Voigt – Mary Stagg recommended former players that live in town. 
Wendi Crisp also mentioned several former players are coaching at Twin Lakes Little League. 
Can HS students that need community service hours volunteer with the usherette trays? We 
are considering renting a baseball backdrop to help set the ambiance of the room…Robarts can 
help hang it.  
 
It was recommended and approved to start the upcoming meetings at 4:30pm in hopes of 
allowing more members to attend. 
 
CHAPTER REPORTS 
City of North Port: Juliana Bellia 
Eco Fest over the past weekend – very successful. Public Works provided tours of the parks. City 
of NP also recently hosted the RoadEO which was attended by about 750 people.  
 
City of Sarasota: No report this meeting  
 
City of Venice: No liaison 
 
City of Longboat Key: No liaison  
 
STAFF REPORT: Wendi Crisp 
GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP: 
Event will be taking place on Saturday, March 21 from 8 a.m.-noon. New registration system 
being tested for this event- went live on 1/23/15 and we are just shy of 560 volunteers at 
approximately 5 weeks out from the event. Some locations are closed, and not currently in 
need of any additional volunteers. Just ordered the t-shirts and they should arrive by beginning 
of March. Site captains are needed – Candice Messerschmidt at Siesta, Juliana Bellia at North 
Port are confirmed.  
 
ANNUAL REPORT: 
The FY14 Annual Report will be presented to the Sarasota County Commission on Tuesday, 
March 17. All board members are encouraged to attend. Wear new red shirts to the meeting. 
 
LIBERTY LITTER CLEANUP:  
Event will be held on Sunday, July 5 from 7-9 a.m.  Board members are needed as site captains 
if available. Will do the best we can to recruit volunteers given that Sunday, July 5 is a Sunday. 
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Group discussed idea of having volunteers on the beach during the festivities to pick up trash – 
incentive would be an assigned parking place and place to watch the fireworks on Siesta. Board 
felt like it would send the wrong message. Could we make big signs to encourage proper 
disposal? More trash receptacles an option?  Could we provide bags, maybe through a grant, 
for people to fill and then throw into the dumpsters?  
 
INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP:  
Event will be held on Saturday, September 19 from 8 a.m.-noon.  Will begin promoting about 
eight weeks in advance. Board members are needed as site captains.    
 
27TH ANNUAL VOLUNTEER AWARDS RECOGNITION DINNER:  
Advisory Board voted and approved Wednesday, November 4, 2015 as the event date.    
 
COUNTY EMAIL ADDRESSES:  
Please let Wendi Crisp know if you have any issues with access or use.    
 
POCKET ASHTRAYS: 
Have ordered new version and should arrive by the first week of March. You can pick up extras 
for distribution at the next meeting. Board confirmed that we have provided to Beach 
Ambassadors in the past, and is it something we want to begin doing again. 
 
ADVISORY BOARD ORIENTATION: 
Elizabeth Tromp still needs to attend. 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTERS: 
Twin Lakes and Beyond – Wendi Crisp met with publisher to discuss opportunities to insert 
blurbs in future publications.  
 
NEW YELLOW SHIRTS: 
Wendi Crisp shared a sample of the shirt with the group. Will mostly be distributed to adoption 
groups. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Strategic planning session was continued from January’s meeting. Candice Messerschmidt and 
Bob Lewis provided ideas for discussion. 
 
Bob Lewis inquired about recruiting site captains from the volunteer database. Would any 
volunteers be interested in being trained as a site captain? We have the database to recruit 
from, very little cost other than training. Mary Stagg recommended contacting Terry Redman 
for potential site captains from the Friends of the Parks organizations. 
 
Candice Messerschmidt recommended looking into Terra Cycle recycling program. What is 
being done in the schools? How do we set up and promote a program in the schools? Should 
we look at KSCB providing guidance and kids in the school driving the program? Set up pilot 
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programs vs. implementing full scale in the beginning. Is there some type of contest that we can 
set up? Is there a board member that could help spearhead this project with Wendi Crisp? As a 
reminder, there are two county staff that focus on recycling – we need to touch base with them 
before implementing this type of program.  
 
365-TAGS cards are available but are not being actively distributed. Would we want to provide 
these to the Beach Ambassadors? 
 
Mary Stagg confirmed that we cannot have signage about smoking on the beaches. Currently, 
law allows smoking on the beaches. 
 
Are grants available for any educational efforts? Wendi Crisp receives updates from Keep 
America Beautiful, but trying to meet the deadlines is challenging due to internal 
review/approval process. 
 
Are there other KAB programs that would be of interest to the Board? Many of the KAB 
programs overlap a number of existing programs through other county departments.  
 
NEXT MEETING 
Next Volunteer Awards Recognition Dinner sub-committee meeting will be on March 11, 2015 
at 4:30 p.m. at 8750 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota.  
 
Next Advisory Board meeting will be on March 11, 2015 at 5 p.m. at 8750 Bee Ridge Road, 
Sarasota.  
 
ADJOURN 
Meeting adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 


