
Keep Sarasota County Beautiful Advisory Board 
Regular Meeting on January 14, 2015 

8750 Bee Ridge Road 
Sarasota, FL 

 

 

This meeting was recorded and is on file. 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
Candice Messerschmidt called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.   
 
Attendees: Juliana Bellia, Alex Graham, Bob Lewis, Candice Messerschmidt and Larry Prohs 
 
Unable to attend: Alison Albee, Sarah Jackel, Jesse Perez and Elizabeth Tromp 
 
Staff: Larry Alexander, Wendi Crisp and Mary Stagg 
 
RECITATION OF MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission statement was recited by all Board Members. “Educate the public and promote 
interest and participation in the overall improvement and beautification of the environment 
throughout Sarasota County.” 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
Jim and Agnes Rutushni were in attendance as prospective new board members. Both 
introduced themselves and expressed an interest in working with the organization. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes from the October 8, 2014 Advisory Board meeting and the October 8, 2014 Volunteer 
Awards Recognition Dinner subcommittee meeting were approved as written. 
 
OFFICER ELECTIONS 
Juliana Bellia was elected as Chair for 2015; Larry Prohs was elected as 1st Vice-Chair and Bob 
Lewis was elected as 2nd Vice-Chair.  Voting for all three officers was unanimous. 
 
KSCB AB CHAIR REPORT 
VOLUNTEER AWARDS RECOGNITION DINNER RECAP: 
All board members agreed that the event ran smoothly. Very few, if any complaints…negative 
feedback was minor, and was more constructive than negative.  Catering vendor did an 
excellent job and there was plenty of food. Some parents commented that it was nice to have 
the “freebies” – face painting, caricatures and the circus performance. Very family friendly 
event. A few board members expressed disappointment that no commissioners were in 
attendance. Wendi Crisp advised a few were scheduled to come, but had to cancel the day of 
the event due to unforeseen circumstances. 
 
To improve in 2015: be sure there is enough lighting at the registration area during check-in. 
How can we obtain publicity for event in the newspaper? 
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ADOPT-A-ROAD CLEANUP DATES: 
February 12 - Jim & Agnes Rutushni 
April 18 – Larry Prohs and Bob Lewis 
August 8 or 15 – TBC 
October 17 – Alex Graham 
 
Still need participation from Alison Albee, Jesse Perez and Elizabeth Tromp 
 
VOLUNTEER AWARDS DINNER SUBCOMMITTEE:  
The following board members expressed interest in serving on the subcommittee for the 2015 
Volunteer Awards Recognition Dinner: Juliana Bellia and Mary Stagg. Jim and Agnus Rutushni 
expressed an interest pending approval of their applications. Wendi Crisp to find out if Candice 
Messerschmidt can be on the committee since her term expires in March 2015.  
 
CHAPTER REPORTS 
City of North Port: Juliana Bellia 
The city of North Port will be hosting the Great American Cleanup on Saturday, March 14 due to 
a conflict on Saturday, March 21. 
 
City of Sarasota: No liaison  
 
City of Venice: No liaison 
 
City of Longboat Key: No liaison  
 
STAFF REPORT: Wendi Crisp 
GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP: 
Event will be taking place on Saturday, March 21 from 8 a.m.-noon. Marketing materials are 
being finalized and will be distributed on Friday, January 23. Site captains are needed – please 
be prepared to volunteer for a site at the February meeting (venues will be determined based 
on registration). 
 
ANNUAL REPORT: 
The FY14 Annual Report will be presented to the Sarasota County Commission on Tuesday, 
March 17. All board members are encouraged to attend. 
 
LIBERTY LITTER CLEANUP:  
Event will be held on Sunday, July 5 from 7-9 a.m.  Board members are needed as site captains 
if available.    
 
INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP:  
Event will be held on Saturday, September 19 from 8 a.m.-noon.  Board members are needed 
as site captains.    
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27TH ANNUAL VOLUNTEER AWARDS RECOGNITION DINNER:  
Advisory Board voted and approved Wednesday, November 4, 2015 as the event date.   Sub-
committee was formed and will meet on February 11 from 4-5 p.m. prior to the Advisory Board 
meeting.  Topics to consider and bring to the full board for a vote are theme and venue.  
 
COUNTY EMAIL ADDRESSES:  
Please let Wendi Crisp know if you have any issues with access or use.    
 
DISCUSSION 
Strategic planning session will be continued at February’s meeting. Please send ideas to Wendi 
Crisp in advance to compile the information.  
 
Candice Messerschmidt recommended reviving the 365-TAGS program. The board discussed 
how that could look – radio, PSA’s, reprint of the yellow business cards and the website. The 
idea of having a representative from the Sheriff’s office address the group was also mentioned. 
 
Could some of these types of PSA’s be shown at the Volunteer Awards Dinner? 
 
NEXT MEETING 
Next Volunteer Awards Recognition Dinner sub-committee meeting will be on February 11, 
2015 at 4 p.m. at 8750 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota.  
 
Next Advisory Board meeting will be on February 11, 2015 at 5 p.m. at 8750 Bee Ridge Road, 
Sarasota.  
 
ADJOURN 
Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 


