
Keep Sarasota County Beautiful Advisory Board 
Regular Meeting on January 13, 2016 

8750 Bee Ridge Road 
Sarasota, FL 

 

 

This meeting was recorded and is on file. 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
Larry Prohs called the meeting to order at 5:14 p.m.   
 
Attendees: Juliana Bellia, Larry Prohs, Agnes Rutushni and Elizabeth Tromp 
 
Unable to attend: Alice Fatula, Bob, Lewis, Sharon Keen, Jesse Perez  
 
Staff: Wendi Crisp and Brian Usher 
 
RECITATION OF MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission statement was recited by all Board Members. “Educate the public and promote 
interest and participation in the overall improvement and beautification of the environment 
throughout Sarasota County.” 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
Sean Jennings from Waste Pro was in attendance as a prospective new board member.  
 
OFFICER ELECTIONS 
Elections were postponed to the February 10, 2016 meeting due to lack of quorum being 
present at the meeting. 
 
KSCB AB CHAIR REPORT 
VOLUNTEER AWARDS RECOGNITION DINNER RECAP: 
Wendi Crisp led discussion on behalf of Juliana Bellia. Group agreed the following went well: 

 Parking 
o Ample space  

 Food  
o Good taste 
o Buffet set-up flowed well…more spread out that previous year 

 Entertainment 
o Appropriate for the theme 
o Wii games created good interactive activities, especially for the children 
o Oriole Bird was a big hit and made a big impact on the event 

 Volunteers dressed in team shirts and hats helped volunteers feel involved 

 Greeting/escort guests was a nice addition  

 Having two registration tables was useful so a bottleneck was not created upon arrival 

 Backdrop helped convey the feeling of being in a stadium 

 Venue is easily accessible from multiple parts of the county 
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The following items can be improved upon for 2016: 

 Ensure the sound system is working properly. At times, it was echoing which made it 
hard to hear during the program  

 Lack of recycling 

 Presentation screen was too small 
 
ADOPT-A-ROAD CLEANUP DATES: 
The following dates have been recommended for this year’s cleanups – February 6 or March 5; 
April 23 or May 7; August 6 or 20 and October 8 or 22. Group decided to revisit during next 
month’s meeting to select which dates each member would like to commit to.  
 
CHAPTER REPORTS 
City of North Port: Juliana Bellia 
 
City of Sarasota: Elizabeth Tromp 
The city is seeing a huge boom in construction and has decided to revisit the tree ordinance. 
Citizens are concerned about losing trees to construction. Live seawall being installed at Island 
Park…will include natural rock in hopes of drawing live habitats to begin living there.  
 
City of Venice: No liaison 
 
City of Longboat Key: No liaison  
 
STAFF REPORT: Wendi Crisp 
Wendi Crisp reviewed the calendar of events for 2016. Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of the month in January, February, March, April, August and October.  
 
GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP: 
Event will be taking place on Saturday, April 16 from 8 a.m.-noon. Marketing materials are 
being finalized and will be distributed in min-February. Site captains are needed – please be 
prepared to volunteer for a site at the February meeting (venues will be determined based on 
registration). Typically draw 800-1000 volunteers pre-registration for this event. 
 
ANNUAL REPORT: 
The FY15 Annual Report will be presented to the Sarasota County Commission on Wednesday, 
April 13 by the KSCB Advisory Board Chair. All board members are encouraged to attend. 
Presentation date coincides with National Volunteer Week. 
 
KEEP FLORIDA BEAUTIFUL STATE AFFILIATES MEETING 
Sarasota is hosting in 2016 on June 9-10…there are 44 affiliates state-wide. Reception and 
awards on Thursday evening and meeting on Friday. There is a committee helping Wendi Crisp 
plan the event. Advisory Board members are encouraged to attend on Thursday night if 
available. 
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LIBERTY LITTER CLEANUP:  
Event will be held on Tuesday, July 5 from 7-9 a.m.  Board members are needed as site captains 
if available. Feedback from 2015 event was extremely positive and went all the way to Mr. 
Harmer and the Sarasota County Commission. Most of the beach areas were cleaned and ready 
to go by 10 a.m.    
 
INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP:  
Event will be held on Saturday, September 17 from 8 a.m.-noon.  Board members are needed 
as site captains.    
 
28TH ANNUAL VOLUNTEER AWARDS RECOGNITION DINNER:  
No action can be taken at this meeting due to lack of quorum so date/venue will be voted on at 
February meeting. Wednesday, November 9, 2016 is on a tentative hold at Robarts Arena.     
 
ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER 
A class will be taught by SCF staff on Friday, January 29, 2016 from 9am-noon at 1660 Ringling 
in the Chambers. Wendi Crisp to RSVP for Agnes Rutushni and Brian Usher.   
 
FDOT GRANT 
Wendi Crisp has been working on the application for a grant….$800,000 is available to KAB 
Florida affiliates through FDOT…each affiliate is eligible for $15,000. Currently in phase 2 of the 
process and hope to have completed in the next few weeks. Looking at purchasing 3.5 gallon 
buckets with branding stickers for volunteers to use at the cleanups in hopes of reducing the 
number of partially filled trash bags being sent to the landfill from the cleanup events.  
 
ADOPTION AUDIT 
Letters were sent out in early January for renewal. Moving towards an annual renewal basis to 
streamline vs. having groups renew by month in which they joined the program. Groups were 
encouraged to return their paperwork early to take advantage of opportunity to have the new 
program signs with the updated logo installed. The first 30 groups to return paperwork will 
receive the new signs this fiscal year. A total of 50 will be installed this year. 
 
ROT N ROLL  
This is a new compost program that we would like to take into the schools this year around 
Earth Day. It targets 2nd and 3rd graders…idea was borrowed from a sister affiliate in NC. Juliana 
Bellia is interested in helping with North Port and said Michael Fear would also be able to help. 
 
VOLUNTEER AWARDS SUB-COMMITTEE 
It’s time to form again for this year. We will begin meeting in February…meetings to be held at 
4:30pm. 
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NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 
On April 13, the county will host a recognition event at the commission meeting…this is a joint 
effort between the Sarasota County Volunteer Coordinator, KSCB, Libraries, PRNR, the 
Extension Office and Emergency Services. We have two volunteers to recognize. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Larry Prohs mentioned that access to Lido Beach will be limited during turtle season…need to 
confirm when planning Liberty Litter Cleanup and International Coastal Cleanup. 
 
Larry also recommended plugging into the Extension Office as a resource for the composting 
program. Juliana Bellia mentioned that this program could somehow tie into the awards 
program in the future. 
 
Board needs to start thinking about theme for the VAR. Wendi Crisp recommended a theme to 
consider for the 28th Annual Volunteer Awards Recognition Dinner “Litter Wars-Our Force 
Awakens.” Theme will need to be discussed and voted on at February meeting. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
Volunteer Awards Recognition Dinner sub-committee meeting will be on February 10, 2016 at 
4:30 p.m. at 8750 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota.  
 
Advisory Board meeting will be on February 10, 2016 at 5 p.m. at 8750 Bee Ridge Road, 
Sarasota. Please bring a potluck dish to share. 
 
ADJOURN 
Meeting adjourned at 5:42 p.m. 


