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This form is to be s bmi e to Planning Services upon comple on of the Pre pplica on
and shall include: a cover memo explaining the request

a copy of the development concept plan; and
a processing fee of $215.00

dver sement in a local newspaper must be published at least 7days prior to the date of the workshop.
o ce of eighborhood Workshop must be mailed at least 10days prior to the date of the workshop.

Is the sub ect property within a eighborhood omeowners ssocia on: _________________________________________
(If yes, fill in the name of the homeowners association)

Is the subject property located within a Planned District? _____________

Is the subject property within 2 miles of another County or Municipality? _____________________________

ist Parcel Iden ca on umber s below: (Include any adjacent properties under the same ownership as the subject
property)

Contact Information:

Name

Address

City /State / Zip

Phone Number

Email Address

forma ed
labe

Submit to: planner@scgo .net

Please allow 2-3 business days for processing

1st Floor, Sarasota, FL 34236

Phone 941-861- -861-5593
Staff Use Only: Buffer Distance Requirement: __________ Adjacent Jurisdiction: ______________________________

NeighborhoodWorkshop Request Form

A Planning sta member is required by esolu on 2 to a end the Neighborhood Workshop. Please provide us
with the desired date, me and loca on of the workshop.

Project Name: __________________________________________
Pre Applica on Conference Date: __________________________
Date of Workshop: ______________________________________
Time:

Revised 9/28/2021

10/11
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89694966108?pwd=SmpQMXh1UUdFM0lJUVM0bENBaWlwdz09

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89694966108?pwd=SmpQMXh1UUdFM0lJUVM0bENBaWlwdz09


01600988-1 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF NEIGHBORHOOD WORKSHOP 

Freedom Ranch, LLC, as owner of real property located at 6289 Verna Road, Myakka City, FL 

34251 will be hosting a live electronic/virtual neighborhood workshop via Zoom to review the 

proposed project referred to as the Freedom Ranch House of Worship and Rural Retreat Center. 

The workshop presentation will begin at 6 pm on Tuesday, October 11, 2022, with an 

opportunity to ask questions via Zoom following the presentation. 

Topic: Freedom Ranch House of Worship and Rural Retreat Center Neighborhood Workshop 

Time: October 11, 2022 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

To Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89694966108?pwd=SmpQMXh1UUdFM0lJUVM0bENBaWlwdz09 

 Meeting ID: 896 9496 6108 

Passcode: 137938 

or 

Dial by your location 

+1 646 931 3860 US

Meeting ID: 896 9496 6108 

Passcode: 137938 

This is not a public hearing. The purpose of the live electronic/virtual workshop is for the 

applicant to inform the neighboring residents of the nature of the proposed development and the 

Special Exception to permit a House of Worship and Rural Retreat Center and to solicit 

suggestions/questions, and to explain the development concept plan. 

Request: The Applicant is requesting a Special Exception to operate a House of Worship on the 

Property as well as a Rural Retreat Center. The proposed development concept plan will be 

available for review during the electronic/virtual workshop. The proposed application package 

may be obtained from Sarasota County. For more information, please visit 

https://www.scgov.net/government/planning-and-development-services/pds-calendar 

Date of Publication: October 4, 2022 
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Stephen D. Rees, Jr., Esq. 
8470 Enterprise Circle, Suite 201 

Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202 
      941.907.0006 

Fax: 941.552.0108 
srees@icardmerrill.com

01611229-1 

September 22, 2022 

Sarasota County Planning Services 
Attn: Petition Intake 
1660 Ringling Boulevard 
Sarasota, FL 34236 

VIA EMAIL: planner@scgov.net 
& HAND DELIVERY 

RE: Request for Neighborhood Workshop For Special Exception Application to Allow a 
Place of Worship and Rural Retreat Center 

Situs: 6289 Verna Road, Myakka City, FL 34251, PID 0505002030 (the “Subject Parcel”) 

Dear Planning Services, 

Freedom Ranch, LLC, a Florida limited liability company (hereafter “Freedom Ranch”), by 
and through its undersigned counsel, hereby file this Request for Neighborhood Workshop.  

Freedom Ranch intends to file for a Special Exception to operate a Rural Retreat Center and 
Place of Worship at 6289 Verna Road, Myakka City, Florida 34251. The Subject Parcel 19.786 in 
total size after consideration of the taking of lands for right-of-way along Verna Road. The Subject 
Parcel is currently zoned OUR (Open Use Rural, 1 dwelling unit per 10 acres) and OUE (Open Use 
Estate, 1 dwelling unit per 5acres) and is located east of Verna Road and south of S.R. 70 in 
Unincorporated Sarasota County.  

HISTORY OF SUBJECT PARCEL 

The Subject Parcel was previously approved and operated as an orphanage and private school. The 
Sarasota Family YMCA purchased the Subject Parcel on August 13, 1998 and received approval 
from the Sarasota County Commission to operate a group home pursuant to Special Exception No. 
1485 (Resolution No. 2000-056). The Group Home continued on the property until March 2009 
when the property was taken over by the Ave Maria Preparatory School. The dormitory facilities 
that were previously used by the Group Home were repurposed for boarding of students for the 
School under approval of Special Exception 1698 (Resolution No. 2001-037) which allowed the 
occupancy of up to 85 student-boarders. 

Following the transfer of ownership of the Subject Parcel, the orphanage and private school 
were closed.  All proposed uses are permitted in OUR and OUE Districts by Special Exception. The 
property is currently under the Ownership of Freedom Ranch LLC. 

PROPOSED USE 

DRC 9/1/2022 NWS 10/11/2022 
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Planning and Development Services 
RE: Request for Neighborhood Workshop 
September 22, 2022 
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01611229-1  

 
The 20-acre Freedom Ranch is proposed to be a faith-based facility containing a Place of 

Worship and Rural Retreat in a facility designed and developed to take advantage of its rural setting. 
Operating as a unified development through an approved Special Exception, Freedom Ranch will 
provide a location for faith-based groups in the greater Sarasota area to convene for retreats typically 
ranging from one day to weeklong; however, in no event shall retreats extend beyond 30 days.  
Additionally, occupancy is proffered not to exceed 95 beds (including the existing 85 on site and 
historically used).  The attached proposed Binding Development Concept Plan depicts the use of 
existing buildings and the construction of a new central facility demonstrating the goal of a low 
impact design over 20 acres within a rural setting. 
 

We are enclosing our firm’s check in the amount of $215.00 payable to the “Sarasota County 
Board of County Commissioners” to cover the filing fee for this Neighborhood Workshop Request. 
 
 Please call me at (941) 552-3881 or email me at srees@icardmerril.com if you have any 
questions or require any additional information or clarifications concerning this request. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      ICARD, MERRILL, CULLIS, TIMM, 
      FUREN & GINSBURG, P.A. 
 

       
 
      Stephen D. Rees, Jr. 
 
Enc: 
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ANDERSON SCOTT A 
1915 E 550 N 

KOKOMO, IN 46901 
USA 

 

 

BLUE IGUANA INVESTMENT GROUP LLC 
22634 MORNING GLORY CIR 

BRADENTON, FL 34202 
USA 

 

 

COMES THEODORE N 
27101 SR 70 E 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-9444 
USA 

 

CRUZ AUGUSTIN F 
2715 45TH ST E 

BRADENTON, FL 34208 
USA 

 

 

DRIGGERS JIMMIE D 
PO BOX 577 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-577 
USA 

 

 

EAST MANATEE FIRE RESCUE DISTRICT 
3200 LAKEWOOD RANCH BLVD 

BRADENTON, FL 34211 
USA 

 

FINNEGAN VALERIE JEAN 
26403 84TH AVE E 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-9237 
USA 

 

 

FLORES CUPERTINO M 
27350 SR 70 E 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251 
USA 

 

 

FLORES RICARDO COOPER 
27200 SR 70 E 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-5816 
USA 

 
GOLDEN VERNA ESTATES ASSOCIATION 

INC 
26305 79TH DR E 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251 
USA 

 

 

GRIZZLY B RANCH LLC 
13630 2ND AVE NE 

BRADENTON, FL 34212 
USA 

 

 

HOWZE THOMAS A 
5406 26TH ST W 

BRADENTON, FL 34207 
USA 

 

J & J FARMS & PROPERTIES LLC 
3068 N BLACK RD 
CORAL, MI 49322 

USA 
 

 

KIZER DARLA C 
4314 CENTER POINTE LN 

SARASOTA, FL 34233-1636 
USA 

 

 

KOLB CHRISTOPHER 
9418 BOXTHORN PL 

LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34202 
USA 

 

LOCH NESS INVESTMENTS LLC 
8219 VERNA BETHANY RD 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-7220 
USA 

 

 

LOUISO LETA 
33925 SINGLETARY RD 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251 
USA 

 

 

MANATEE COUNTY 
PO BOX 1000 

BRADENTON, FL 34206 
USA 

 

NOWE NEAL C 
6156 8TH AVE N 

SAINT PETERSBURG, FL 33710-7020 
USA 

 

 

OUVANH BOUNHEAUN SYS 
4440 MCINTOSH LAKE AVE 
SARASOTA, FL 34233-1982 

USA 
 

 

PERRY FRANK M 
26805 SR 70 E 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-9041 
USA 

 

PRICE RYAN W 
27100 SR 70 E 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-8953 
USA 

 

 

REYNOLDS JUDITH D 
26909 SR 70 E 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-9440 
USA 

 

 

ROSELL RICHARD A 
12 ROBIN HILL RD 

LENHARTSVILLE, PA 19534 
USA 

 

SLEEZER MARY 
PO BOX 172 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-0172 
USA 

 

 

TRAN JOHN THE 
15217 LAS OLAS PL 

BRADENTON, FL 34212 
USA 

 

 

WIRICK NEIL 
7255 N LUDLOW RD 

CABLE, OH 43009 
USA 

 

YANCEY DANIEL R 
27019 SR 70 EAST 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-9440 
USA 

 

 

YANCEY DANIEL RICHARD 
27019 SR 70 E 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-9440 
USA 

 

 

ALLEN ROGER C 
595 COOL AUGUST HTS 

WAYNESVILLE, NC 28785-6393 
 



BRANNEN BRIAN P 
6200 VERNA RD 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-9379 
 

 

CHRISTOPHER ALEXANDER C/O M 
CHRISTOPHER 
PO BOX  2206 

CANYON LAKE, TX 78133 
 

 

CLINE AMANDA 
16301 MIDWAY RD 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251 
 

FILES PATRICK 
5615 VERNA RD 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251 
 

 

FISCHER DON E 
350 STAUNTON JASPER RD SW 

WSHNGTN CT HS, OH 43160-8772 
 

 

FLORES CUPERTINO 
27200 STATE ROAD 70 E 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-5816 
 

FLORES CUPERTINO (E LIFE EST) 
27350 SR 70 E 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34256 
 

 

FLORES CUPERTINO M 
27200 STATE ROAD 70 E 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-5816 
 

 

FLORES RICHARD 
27200 STATE ROAD 70 E 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-5816 
 

FREEDOM RANCH LLC 
10505 OAK RUN DR 

BRADENTON, FL 34211-9398 
 

 

FREELING PROPERTIES LLC 
46 N WASHINGTON BLVD STE 30 

SARASOTA, FL 34236-5932 
 

 

FULLMER JOHN 
16100 MIDWAY RD 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-9380 
 

HEYDEN JANET 
4939 FOCKLER WAY 

THE VILLAGES, FL 32163 
 

 

HEYDEN RICHARD 
4939 FOCKLER WAY 

THE VILLAGES, FL 32163 
 

 

HIGHLAND LLC 
2919 26TH ST W 

BRADENTON, FL 34205-3737 
 

JAWITZ JACK C 
2919 26TH ST W 

BRADENTON, FL 34205 
 

 

JOHNSON JOHN P C/O EMILY LEWIS 
8916 LILIENTHAL AVE 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90045-4215 
 

 

JOHNSON NORMAN A C/O EMILY LEWIS 
8916 LILIENTHAL AVE 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90045-4215 
 

KHALIL SHAKER 
170 PARAMOUNT DR # 316 

SARASOTA, FL 34232 
 

 

LINGO TODD 
5623 VERNA RD 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-5308 
 

 

MCKINLEY CHRISTOPHER J 
977 W SADDLE RIVER RD 

HO HO KUS, NJ 07423-1207 
 

MIAKKA COMMUNITY CLUB INC C/O 
Becky Ayech 
421 Verna Rd 

Sarasota, FL 34240 
 

 

MIDWAY PROPERTY HOLDINGS LLC 
1776 RINGLING BLVD 

SARASOTA, FL 34236-6836 
 

 

PACIFICA LOAN FIVE LLC C/O CHRIS 
ROSENSTOCK 

1775 HANCOCK ST STE 200 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92110-2036 

 

PORTER CHRIS 
415 PALMETTO DR NE 

PORT CHARLOTTE, FL 33952 
 

 

SARASOTA CITY OF C/O CITY AUDITOR 
AND CLERK 

1565 1ST ST RM 110 
SARASOTA, FL 34230-1058 

 

 

SARASOTA COUNTY 
PO BOX 8 

SARASOTA, FL 34230-0008 
 

SHROCK DAVID E 
6288 VERNA RD 

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251-9379 
 

 

TAMAS SUSAN 
2451 PELICAN DR 

SARASOTA, FL 34237 
 

 

VC SARASOTA INC 
2919 26TH ST W 

BRADENTON, FL 34205-3737 
 



VITALE RALPH A (TTEE) 
PO BOX 15736 

SARASOTA, FL 34277-1736 
 

 

MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 

PO BOX 1000 
BRADENTON, FL 34206 

 

  

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     




