SARASOTA COUNTY - WEST COAST INLAND NAVIGATION DISTRICT
WATERWAY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM GUIDANCE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2027

Please note the following in preparation for submitting your
Waterway Development Grant Application

The West Coast Inland Navigation District (WCIND) rule (link HERE to §66A-2 F.A.C.) requires
the following of all Waterway Development Grants:

1.

Applications must be consistent with WCIND requirements for eligibility; refer to
66A-2.005 Project Eligibility in one of the following categories:

a)
b)

Q)

d)

e)

Public Navigation. The purpose of this project category is to benefit or enhance public
navigation within WCIND.

Boater Recreation. The purpose of this project category is to benefit or enhance access
to WCIND waterways for recreational boaters.

Environmental Education. The purpose of this project category is to benefit or enhance
the marine environment in WCIND waterways and increase public awareness and
knowledge of waterway-related environmental issues.

Boating Safety and Education. The purpose of this project category is to benefit or
enhance safety on WCIND waterways and increase awareness and knowledge of safe
boating practices and waterway regulations among WCIND's boating pubilic.

Marine Law Enforcement. The purpose of this project category is to benefit or enhance
law enforcement on WCIND waterways for better protection of the boating public's
health and safety and welfare and the marine environment.

IMPORTANT NOTE: As of September 9, 2025, the WCIND is initiating revisions to Ch.
66A-2, F.A.C. that may affect the FY'27 grants. The following major changes are proposed:

e At 66a-2.005(1)(h): Promotional items including, but not limited to, flyers, posters, signage, brochures,
vehicle lettering, and trailer wraps, considered as advertising and not an integral and necessary part of
a project’s instructional purposes will no longer be eligible for funding.

e At 66A-2.005(2)(b): Costs for preliminary plans that are an integral and necessary part of a project and
used exclusively for the project’s purposes whose costs are incurred without WCIND financial assistance
prior to a project’s approval by the Board may be utilized for match funds.

e At 66A-2.005(2)(d): In-kind Contributions.

o 12 Equipment and Supplies. Equipment and supplies or portions thereof acquired without
WCIND financial assistance during the duration of the project where such equipment and supplies are
an integral and necessary part of an approved project and used exclusively for the project’s purposes.



https://www.scgov.net/home/showpublisheddocument/52736/637683393978570000

The value of contributed equipment and supplies shall be based upon a receipt or equivalent
documentation showing the actual purchase price or current value.

All applications shall be submitted via email to WCIND @scgov.net no later than
November 28, 2025. Applications received after 5 p.m. that day will not be considered.

The application review process is as follows:

a)
b)

Q)

d)

9)

h)

October to December: Applicants submit their applications to the County.
December: Staff prepares the applications for review by the Coastal Advisory
Committee.

Early January: The Coastal Advisory Committee performs its initial review of the
applications*.

Mid-January: Amended applications are resubmitted to the County, and staff reviews
them for eligibility with the WCIND*.

Early February: Final applications are resubmitted and transmitted to the Coastal
Advisory Committee for review.

Late February-Early March: Final funding recommendations are made by the Coastal
Advisory Committee.

March: County staff prepares the applications for consideration by the Sarasota
County Commission.

Between April - May: The County Commission reviews and approves the applications
for submittal to the WCIND.

End of May: County deadline for submission of grant applications to WCIND.

Note: *applicants will be able to amend applications according to Coastal Advisory Committee
and WCIND recommendations.

All projects shall be completed within one year of the commencement of the
applicable fiscal year (October 1 — September 30).

Applicants are required to provide Quarterly Status Reports. These reports are due no
later than the fifth of the month immediately following the fiscal quarter; see schedule
below.

a.
b.
C.
d.

October to December reports are due January 5th
January to March reports are due April 5th

April to June reports are due July 5th

August to September reports are due October 5th

Further guidance and fillable forms are available HERE

County Program Requirements:

The County Navigation Improvement Fund (CNIF) shall be reserved for Sarasota County
projects. At its discretion, however, the County Commission (Board) may approve off-cycle
CNIF requests for other eligible recipients only in cases of extenuating and unusual
circumstances not reasonably foreseeable. Such circumstances may include, but not be
limited to, the loss of an emergency response vessel (law enforcement of fire) with a need for
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rapid replacement or failure of an element of a non-county marine facility such as a boat
ramp, dock, or seawall. Each request will be considered by the Board on a case-by-case basis.

The total funding for all applications requested in annual on-cycle funding shall be limited to
the amount available for that fiscal year. The Coastal Advisory Committee (CAC), in their
review of applications, may recommend revisions to funding requests to stay within the
funding cap. The Board, however, may authorize additional funding from the CNIF balance
on a case-by-case and subject to approval by the WCIND Board.

As mentioned above, all projects shall be completed within one year. Up to two one-year
extensions may be approved for “good cause.” When applicants hold unspent funds while
requesting additional funding, this information will be provided to the CAC and the Board in
their review of applications. As a result, the amount of the new request may be reduced or
may not be approved for funding.

In cases where applicants have not provided the required Quarterly Status Reports for
funding received in previous fiscal years, this information will be provided to the CAC and the
Board in their review of applications. As a result, the amount of the new request may be
reduced or may not be approved for funding.



