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ZONING

AN EXPLANATION OF ZONING DISTRICTS IN SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is zoning?

Zoning’s fundamental purpose is to protect a community’s health, safety and welfare. Zoning
helps the county implement the Comprehensive Plan. It classifies land into “zoning districts”
and specifies the type of uses and unique development standards allowed in each district.

The development standards specify such things as: height and size of buildings; density allowed;

placement of buildings; amount of impervious surface allowed; amount of open space required;
amount of parking; allowance for signs; and landscaping and buffering requirements.

What is my zoning district?

To determine the zoning for an address, you may go to the Planning Data Explorer GIS system,
here.

From the “Layer List” stack drop-down menu, you may click on the “Zoning Layers” check box.
Turn on “County Zoning”. This will activate the zoning map for all of Sarasota County.

By entering in an address or parcel identification number in the “Find Parcel by Address” box in
the upper right corner, the map will zoom to that location and display the zoning for that

location.

You can also email the Zoning department at zoning@scgov.net for assistance.

Where is the Unified Development Code (UDC) located online?

The entire UDC is available online here.
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What uses are permitted in my zoning district? What are the required setbacks?

Information about each zoning district can be found with the Sarasota County UDC. UDC
Section 124-76, here, lists the required development standards and permitted uses for each
base zoning districts within Sarasota County. This includes residential zoning districts such as RE
(Residential Estate), RSF (Residential Single-Family), and RMF (Residential Multi-Family).

Do | need a permit for my residential fence?

Sarasota County does not require a permit for residential fences, however there are required
regulations for residential fences per UDC Section 124-125, here. Fences may be installed up to
the property line, the finished side shall face the street and adjacent properties, and are limited
in height.

Can | build an accessory dwelling unit on my property?

Sarasota County allows accessory dwelling units (ADUs) in the RE and RSF zoning districts (if not
located on the barrier islands or within cluster subdivisions). ADUs cannot exceed 750 square
feet in area and must comply with all development standards for the zoning district. ADUs
require a permit through our Permit Center.

Are there any requirements for accessory structures such as a shed or garage?

Accessory structures such as a shed, garage, or detached workspace may require a permit
through our Permit Center. Accessory structure requirements can be found in UDC Section 124-
73, here. Our Permit Center may be reached via email at building@scgov.net or 941-861-5000.

Can | use my home a short term rental? What are the rental rules in Sarasota
County?

Only properties zoned RMF (Residential Multi-Family) on the barrier islands may be rented out
short term. All other dwelling units within Sarasota County must comply with the requirements
of UDC Section 124-131, here. Homes may be rented as a whole and for periods of greater than
30 days.
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How do | find the requirements for signs in Sarasota County?

UDC Article 11, here, contains all requirements for signs in Sarasota County. There are no
variances for signs.

How do | rezone my property?

Rezonings are processed through our Planning department. To initiate a rezoning, please
contact planner@scgov.net for more information.

| have an easement on my property — can | remove it?

To remove an easement, a property owner must request a vacation of easement. This link will
lead you to the Property Management division. There is a $500.00 processing fee that must be
supplied at the time that a petition is filed. Once Property Management receives the petition, it
can take several months for the review process. A vacation of easement requires approval by
the Sarasota County Board of Commissioners.

How do | apply for a variance?

Variance requests are heard by the Board of Zoning Appeals in a public hearing. A variance
application from the terms of UDC standards may only be granted when such variance will not
be contrary to the public interest and where, owing to special conditions, a literal enforcement
of the provisions of the UDC standards would result in unnecessary hardship on the land. There
is an application fee (5650) and advertisements must be paid by the applicant. An application
for a variance must be submitted online through the County’s permitting software, Accela. You
may find a link to online permitting here.
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