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16th Annual Sustainable Communities Workshop 9a to 4:30p, Nov 10 
Sarasota County UF/IFAS Extension and Sustainability 
 

AGENDA 
TIME ACTIVITY* 

HOPIN 
LOCATION 

8:30a Hopin online venue opens. Attendees can log on and start exploring
9a Morning remarks and welcome. Michael A. Moran, Sarasota County Commissioner Stage 
9:05a GREEN SPONSOR ADDRESS Stage 
9:10a Emcee. Jessica Meszaros, WUSF Public Media Stage 
9:15a FEATURED SPEAKER: ROB GREENFIELD 

“Food Freedom.” Activist and humanitarian Rob Greenfield discusses how he 
grew and foraged all of his food for an entire year. No grocery stores. No 
restaurants. Nature alone was his garden, pantry and pharmacy. 

Stage 

9:45a 15-minute Q&A
10a Emcee Stage 
10:05a PANEL SESSION: CLIMATE CHANGE 

An in-depth, climate-change discussion with experts from different sectors. We will 
explore climate resiliency efforts with the Seminole Tribe, sustainability project 
funding opportunities, and the links between climate change and health. 

• Jill Horwitz, Climate Resiliency Officer, The Seminole Tribe of Florida
• Dr. Catherine Toms, Senior Advisor on Climate and Health, Health Care Without

Harm
• Kelly Romanoff, Innovation and Impact Officer, Charles & Margery Barancik

Foundation
Moderator: Sara Kane, Sustainability Program Supervisor, Sarasota County 

UF/IFAS Extension & Sustainability 

Sessions 

10:35a 10-minute Q&A
10:45a Emcee Stage 
10:50a Break. Visit sponsors and exhibitors in Expo; meet others in Networking area Expo, 

Networking 
11:05a PANEL SESSION: WATER QUALITY 

Local experts discuss key projects that help maintain our area’s water quality, plus 
a look at local estuaries, fresh and drinking water, and artificial reefs. 

• David Tomasko, Executive Director, Sarasota Bay Estuary Program
• Abbey Tyrna, Water Resources Extension Agent, UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota 
County
• Jack Mackay, Student Research Coordinator, Eckerd College
Moderator: Amber Whittle, Executive Director, Southface Sarasota at the Florida

House Institute  

Sessions 

11:35a 10-minute Q&A
11:45a Emcee Stage 
11:50a LUNCH BREAK

11:50a:     Yoga: Polly Pitchford, Sarasota County. 10-minute, light-stretch session Stage 
12p:  SPONSOR ADDRESS Stage 
12:10p:     Visit sponsors and exhibitors in Expo; meet others in Networking area Expo, 

Networking 
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Sarasota County UF/IFAS Extension and Sustainability 
 

AGENDA 
TIME ACTIVITY* 

HOPIN 
LOCATION 

1p Afternoon remarks and welcome. Erik Arroyo, City of Sarasota Stage 
1:05p SPONSOR ADDRESS Stage 
1:10p Emcee. Cathy Carter, WUSF Public Media Stage 
1:15p FEATURED SPEAKER: TAI SIMPSON 

“Coyote Stories for Changing the World.” Known as "The Storyteller" in the 
Indigenous language of the Nez Perce Tribe, Tai, a social change advocate, 
explores how Indigenous communities assert sovereignty as a way to build a 
balanced relationship with nature, by rejuvenating old ways of knowing. 

Stage 

1:45p 15-minute Q&A
2:00p Emcee Stage 
2:05p FEATURED SPEAKER: MEG LOWMAN 

“From Myakka to Mozambique: How Forest Canopies Create a Solution to 
Climate Change and Environmental Justice.” From New College to the 
Amazon, Meg Lowman, an arbornaut dubbed “The Real-life Lorax,” discusses 
how the toolkit for tree canopy research is inspiring innovative ways to both save 
forests and offset climate change. 

Stage 

2:35p 15-minute Q&A
2:50p Emcee Stage 
2:55p Break. Visit sponsors and exhibitors in Expo; meet others in Networking area Expo, 

Networking 
3:10p PANEL SESSION: SOCIAL EQUITY 

A focused discussion on social equity and how it is integral to sustainability, with a 
look at resource disparity, heat impacts of climate change, and more. 

• Christopher Uejio, Associate Professor, Florida State University
• Heather O’Leary, Assistant Professor of Anthropology, University of South Florida 
Moderator: Tim Rumage, planetary ethicist and Professor of Environmental

Studies, Ringling College of Art & Design 

Sessions 

3:35p 10-minute Q&A
3:45p PANEL SESSION: YOUTH 

Learn the Youth Video Contest winners, and hear from inspiring local youth 
building a sustainable future. Plus, a discussion on climate change and future 
implications, climate activism and policy, innovations in technology and 
removing solar barriers, and more. 

• Antonia Ginsberg-Klemmt, Founder and President, Gismo Power LLC
• Anja Schwarzbauer, Co-Lead, Sarasota Students 4 Climate
• Mehak Sandhu, Co-Lead, Sarasota Students 4 Climate
Moderator: Elizabeth Moore, conservationist

Sessions 

4:10p 10-minute Q&A
4:20p Raffle and Closing Remarks. Announce raffle prize winners (must be present). Stage 
4:30p Network and more. Visit sponsors and exhibitors in Expo; meet others in the 

Networking area. The Hopin event will run until 5 p.m. for additional networking. 
Expo, 

Networking 
* Each item will be recorded for later viewing, at https://tiny.cc.ufsaraext_youtube.

 
For more information about sustainability in Sarasota County, 

visit www.scgov.net/sustainability, email sustainablesarasota@scgov.net or call 941.861.5000. 
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THIS WORKSHOP PRESENTED WITH THE SUPPORT OF OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS. THANK YOU! 
GREEN 

GOLD 

SILVER 

BRONZE 

MEDIA 

PLEASE NOTE: This is a draft agenda, subject to change. 

Sarasota County prohibits discrimination in all services, programs or activities. View the complete policy at www.scgov.net/ADA. 
An Equal Opportunity Institution. UF/IFAS Extension, University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, 

Tom Obreza, dean for UF/IFAS Extension. 

http://www.scgov.net/ADA
http://www.scgov.net/ADA



