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What the county is doing to monitor and protect seagrass
Sarasota County has a long history of leadership in water 
quality initiatives and seagrass programs, including, but 
certainly not limited to: 

•	Assessing the state of the county's seagrass habitat 
through the Sarasota County's Seagrass Monitoring Program, 
which began in 2006 and collects data in every bay in 
Sarasota (160 total sites). 

•	Organizing the Seagrass Survey, an annual citizen-science 
event when volunteers collect data on seagrass in Sarasota 
Bay, which contributes to Sarasota County’s Seagrass 
Monitoring Program. 

•	Investing in large-scale projects like Dona Bay and 
Celery Fields to reduce flood risk and stormwater pollution 
while supporting the long-term drinking water supply and 
balancing the flow of freshwater into the ecosystem.

•	Upgrading the Bee Ridge Water Reclamation Facility to 
Advanced Wastewater Treatment. 

•	Transitioning more than 10,000 septic systems to central 
sewer in the Phillippi Creek Septic Replacement Program to 
improve treatment.

•	Partnering with national, regional and local organizations 
like the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program, Southwest Florida 
Water Management District and Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection to improve water quality.
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Seagrass provides critical habitat for fish and other marine life while holding 
sediments in place and purifying water. Healthy and extensive meadows of 

seagrass are an indicator of clean bays. 
While the extent of seagrass in Sarasota County has increased for many years, some areas are unfortunately beginning to 
show declines. A primary contributor to reduced seagrass is increased nutrients, specifically nitrogen. Over the past 20 years, 
nitrogen - a nutrient that fuels algal growth - has doubled in Sarasota Bay. It is clear that we must do more to protect our bays 
and the seagrasses within them. 

There are multiple sources of nutrients flowing downstream into our bays. Research has shown that those sources include 
septic systems, stormwater, reclaimed water, fertilizer, air pollution, wastewater discharges as well as decaying plant 
material such as grass clippings, pet waste and soil erosion. Reducing nutrient pollution could produce cleaner water 
overall, which supports healthy seagrass and is a benefit to our economy and way of life.

What you can do to protect seagrass 

No matter where we live or work, stormwater from 
our homes and businesses eventually flows to our 
bays. The actions of individuals and neighborhoods 
can also make a difference for seagrass meadows and 
water quality overall. You can do your part by: 

•	Practice proper boating techniques to avoid damaging 
seagrass beds.

•	Limit the use of fertilizer. Follow Florida-Friendly 
Landscaping™ principles. 

•	Pick up and properly discard pet waste in the garbage.

•	Keep grass clippings and other yard debris out of drains 
and waterbodies.

•	Increase pervious surface and let the water soak in 
wherever possible to reduce your runoff footprint. 

•	Create, maintain and enhance natural shoreline buffers 
around stormwater ponds and along waterways. 

•	Volunteer for the annual Seagrass Survey. 

Learn more at: 
https://sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/seagrass#seagrass

 


