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Governor Secretary of State

January 19, 2021

Honorable Karen E. Rushing

Clerk of the Circuit Court

Board Records Department
Sarasota County

1660 Ringling Boulevard, Suite 210
Sarasota, Florida 34236

Attn: Ms. Lorrayne Sousa

Dear Ms. Rushing:

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this will acknowledge receipt of your
electronic copy of Sarasota County Ordinance No. 2020-065, which was filed in this office on January 15,

2021.

Sincerely,

Emest L. Reddick
Program Administrator

ELR/Ib

R. A. Gray Building ¢ 500 South Bronough Street e Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250
Telephone: (850) 245-6270



ORDINANCE NO. 2020-065

T DR D
AN ORDINANCE OF SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA RELATING TO ?HZIIHEB‘N 15 P 221
PROCUREMENT CODE; AMENDING SECTION 2-215, RELATING TO LOCAL - —
PREFERENCE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT WITH - i li‘:.j‘i;}-"*"
OTHER ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. y BASOTA CRUNTS

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Section 1. Article VI of Chapter 2 of the Sarasota County Code, Section 2-215 is hereby amended as
follows:

Section 2-215 Leeal Preferences for Local Businesses and American Businesses.

(a) Preference shall be given to local businesses and American businesses in the
purchase of goods and services procured pursuant to this Article. Business entities
desiring to receive preference as a local business or an American business shall be
required to affirmatively state and provide documentation as set forth in the
solicitation in support of their status as a local business or an American business.
Any business entity that fails to submit sufficient documentation shall not be
granted leeal preference.

¢b) (1) "Local business" means (1) the vendor has paid a local business tax either
to Sarasota, Manatee or Charlotte County, if applicable, or is a business entity
registered with the State of Florida Division of Corporations indicating a
principal office located in Sarasota, Manatee, or Charlotte County or presents
other verifiable documents to substantiate business location in Sarasota,
Manatee or Charlotte County that are satisfactory to the Procurement Official
and, (2) has maintained a permanent physical business address located within
the limits of either Sarasota, Manatee or Charlotte County from which the
vendor operates or performs business for at least one year prior to the
submission of a response to a Sarasota County solicitation and, (3) has at least
five full time employees or one principal officer at this location.

(2) “American Business means:

(a) A business entity that is formed and registered in a state within the United
States of America or the District of Columbia; or

(b) A sole proprietorship or general partnership that is not registered as an
entity, but where the principal office is located in a state within the United
States of America or the District of Columbia and the sole proprietor or

partners are U.S. citizens or permanent residents; or
(c) A joint venture that is not registered as a business entity in a state within

the United States of America or the District of Columbia where at least
50% of the joint venturers qualify under either (a) or (b).

¢e) (b) For procurements secured through competitive sealed bids or quotes, preferences
will be applied in the order outlined below.

(1) Local Preference

(a) If the lowest responsive and responsible bidder is a local business, no
preferences will be applied.
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(b) If the lowest responsive and responsible bidder is a non-local business,
local preference will be given to the lowest responsive and responsible local

business when its bid or quote is within ten percent of the lowest responsive
and responsible bid or quote submitted by a non-local business by allowing the
local business five business days to submit a revised bid or quote that is less
than or equal to the non-local business bid or quote. If the lowest responsive
and responsible local business submits a revised bid or quote that is less than
or equal to the total price submitted by the lowest responsive and responsible
non-local business, then the award shall be made to the local business. If the
lowest responsive and responsible local business fails to submit a revised bid
or quote that is less than or equal to the lowest responsive and responsible non-
local business, American business preference will be applicable. the-award

(c) In the event no local business submits a bid within ten percent of the non-
local business, American preference will be applicable.

(2) American Business Preference

(a) If the lowest responsive and responsible non-local bidder is an American
business, award shall be made to that non-local American business.

(b) If the lowest responsive and responsible non-local bidder is not an
American business, American business preference will be given to the
lowest responsive and responsible American business when its bid or
guote is within ten percent of the lowest responsive and responsible non-
American business by allowing the American business five business days
to submit a revised bid or quote that is less than or equal to the non-
American business bid or quote. If the lowest responsive and responsible
American business submits a revised bid or quote that is less than or equal
to the total price submitted by the lowest responsive and responsible non-
American business, then the award shall be made to the American
business. Ifthe lowest responsive and responsible American business fails
to submit a revised bid or quote that is less than or equal to the lowest
responsive and responsible non-American business, the award shall be
made to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder, regardless of
American business status.

5 (3) Where multiple awards result from a single solicitation, the leeal
preference process set forth herein will be applied to each award.

) (4) For competitive sealed bids or quotes where the highest responsive and
responsible bidder receives the award, lecal-preference preferences will be
given to the highest responsive and responsible local business or American
business when its’ bid or quote is within ten percent of the highest responsive
and responsible bid or quote submitted by a non-local or non-American
business. All other procedures are the same as for competitive sealed bids or
quotes where the lowest responsive and responsible bidder is awarded, except
that the revised bid or quote must meet or exceed the bid of the highest
responsive and responsible non-local or non-American business.

(&) (c) For procurements secured through competitive sealed proposals, the solicitation
shall include a weighted criterion for a local business businesses and American
businesses that equals ten percent of the total points in the evaluation criteria
published in the solicitation. The allocation of local business and American
business points shall be clearly defined in each solicitation.
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€e) (d) These preferences Preference for-local-business shall not apply to the following:

(1) Goods or services provided under a cooperative purchasing agreement or

piggyback.

(2) Contracts for professional services subject to the Consultants' Competitive

Negotiation Act (F.S. § 287.055).

(3) Purchases or contracts which are funded, in whole or in part, by a government
or other entity in which the laws, regulations or policies governing such

funding prohibit application of local preference.

(4) Purchases under emergency or noncompetitive situations exempt from

competition.

Section 2. Should any sentence, clause, part or provision of this Ordinance be declared by a court of
competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance

as a whole, or any part thereof other than the part declared to be invalid.

Section 3. The provisions of this Ordinance shall supersede any provisions of existing ordinances in

conflict herewith.

Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Department of State.

this day of

ATTEST:

KAREN E. RUSHING, Clerk of the Circuit Court
and Ex-Officio Clerk of the

unty Commissioners of

nty, Florida.

Deputy Clerk™
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