
Protect Your Palms 
As we enter storm season (June 1 – Nov. 30), you may be 
tempted to think palms need “hurricane pruning.”  This is 

not a healthy or safe practice. 

Developed in cooperation with the Sarasota Tree Advisory Council.
For more information, contact the Sarasota County Environmental Protection Division at 
941-861-5000 or visit scgov.net.

Cut out hurricane cuts!
• Over-pruning can lead to weakened, bottlenecked

trunks that can easily break in storms.

• Removing healthy, green fronds reduces nutrient
supply to the palm.

• Removing too many fronds can leave the palm heart
more susceptible to cold weather.

• Less palm foliage means less habitat and food for
native birds and animals.

9 o’clock 3 o’clock

Prudent pruning: 

• Only remove brown fronds below the 3 and 9 o'clock 
positions, leaving a full crown.

• Avoid wounding the trunk with weed-eaters and
climbing spikes. These wounds are permanent and
leave the palm prone to disease and pests.

Properly prunedHurricane cut
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