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PUBLIC LAW 105-285—O0OCT. 27, 1998

TITLE II—COMMUNITY SERVICES
BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM

SEC. 201. REAUTHORIZATION.

The Community Services Block Grant Act (42 U.S.C. 9901
et seq.) is amended to read as follows:

“Subtitle B—Community Services Block
Grant Program

“SEC. 671. SHORT TITLE.

“This subtitle may be cited as the ‘Community Services Block
Grant Act’.

“SEC. 672. PURPOSES AND GOALS.

“The purposes of this subtitle are—

“(1) to provide assistance to States and local communities,
working through a network of community action agencies and
other neighborhood-based organizations, for the reduction of
poverty, the revitalization of low-income communities, and the
empowerment of low-income families and individuals in rural
and urban areas to become fully self-sufficient (particularly
families who are attempting to transition off a State program
carried out under part A of title IV of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.)); and

“(2) to accomplish the goals described in paragraph (1)
through—

“(A) the strengthening of community capabilities for
planning and coordinating the use of a broad range of
Federal, State, local, and other assistance (including pri-
vate resources) related to the elimination of poverty, so
that this assistance can be used in a manner responsive
to local needs and conditions;

“(B) the organization of a range of services related
to the needs of low-income families and individuals, so
that these services may have a measurable and potentially
major impact on the causes of poverty in the community
and may help the families and individuals to achieve self-
sufficiency;

“(C) the greater use of innovative and effective commu-
nity-based approaches to attacking the causes and effects
of poverty and of community breakdown;

“(D) the maximum participation of residents of the
low-income communities and members of the groups served
by programs assisted through the block grants made under
this subtitle to empower such residents and members to
respond to the unique problems and needs within their
communities; and
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“(E) the broadening of the resource base of programs
directed to the elimination of poverty so as to secure a
more active role in the provision of services for—

“(i) private, religious, charitable, and neighbor-
hood-based organizations; and

“(i1) individual citizens, and business, labor, and
professional groups, who are able to influence the quan-
tity and quality of opportunities and services for the
poor.

“SEC. 673. DEFINITIONS. 42 USC 9902.

“In this subtitle:

“(1) ELIGIBLE ENTITY; FAMILY LITERACY SERVICES.—

“(A) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible entity’ means
an entity—

“(1) that is an eligible entity described in section

673(1) (as in effect on the day before the date of enact-

ment of the Coats Human Services Reauthorization

Act of 1998) as of the day before such date of enactment

or is designated by the process described in section

676A (including an organization serving migrant or
seasonal farmworkers that is so described or des-
ignated); and

“@1) that has a tripartite board or other mechanism
described in subsection (a) or (b), as appropriate, of
section 676B.

“(B) FAMILY LITERACY SERVICES.—The term ‘family lit-
eracy services’ has the meaning given the term in section
637 of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9832).

“(2) PovERTY LINE.—The term °‘poverty line’ means the
official poverty line defined by the Office of Management and
Budget based on the most recent data available from the
Bureau of the Census. The Secretary shall revise annually
(or at any shorter interval the Secretary determines to be
feasible and desirable) the poverty line, which shall be used
as a criterion of eligibility in the community services block
grant program established under this subtitle. The required
revision shall be accomplished by multiplying the official pov-
erty line by the percentage change in the Consumer Price
Index for All Urban Consumers during the annual or other
interval immediately preceding the time at which the revision
is made. Whenever a State determines that it serves the objec-
tives of the block grant program established under this subtitle,
the State may revise the poverty line to not to exceed 125
percent of the official poverty line otherwise applicable under
this paragraph.

“(3) PRIVATE, NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘pri-
vate, nonprofit organization’ includes a religious organization,
to which the provisions of section 679 shall apply.

“(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means the Secretary
of Health and Human Services.

“(5) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means each of the several
States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, Guam, the United States Virgin Islands, American Samoa,
and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.
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42 USC 9910. “SEC. 676B. TRIPARTITE BOARDS.

“(a) PRIVATE NONPROFIT ENTITIES.—

“(1) BoARD.—In order for a private, nonprofit entity to
be considered to be an eligible entity for purposes of section
673(1), the entity shall administer the community services block
grant program through a tripartite board described in para-
graph (2) that fully participates in the development, planning,
implementation, and evaluation of the program to serve low-
income communities.

“(2) SELECTION AND COMPOSITION OF BOARD.—The members
of the board referred to in paragraph (1) shall be selected
b})lr the entity and the board shall be composed so as to assure
that—

“(A) V5 of the members of the board are elected public
officials, holding office on the date of selection, or their
representatives, except that if the number of such elected
officials reasonably available and willing to serve on the
board is less than %5 of the membership of the board,
membership on the board of appointive public officials or
their representatives may be counted in meeting such Y3
requirement;

“(B)({) not fewer than %3 of the members are persons
chosen in accordance with democratic selection procedures

adequate to assure that these members are representative
of low-income individuals and families in the neighborhood
served; and

“(i1) each representative of low-income individuals and
families selected to represent a specific neighborhood
within a community under clause (i) resides in the
neighborhood represented by the member; and

“(C) the remainder of the members are officials or
members of business, industry, labor, religious, law enforce-
ment, education, or other major groups and interests in
the community served.

“(b) PUuBLIC ORGANIZATIONS.—In order for a public organization

to be considered to be an eligible entity for purposes of section
673(1), the entity shall administer the community services block
grant program through—

“(1) a tripartite board, which shall have members selected
by the organization and shall be composed so as to assure
that not fewer than %45 of the members are persons chosen
in accordance with democratic selection procedures adequate
to assure that these members—

“(A) are representative of low-income individuals and
families in the neighborhood served,;

“(B) reside in the neighborhood served; and

“(C) are able to participate actively in the development,
planning, implementation, and evaluation of programs
funded under this subtitle; or

“(2) another mechanism specified by the State to assure
decisionmaking and participation by low-income individuals in
the development, planning, implementation, and evaluation of
programs funded under this subtitle.
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