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Best Management Practices for Trees 
Place protective barricades no closer than the tree's drip line. NOTES  

Vegetation within 
drip line may only 

be hand-cleared 
with authorization 

by the trees code 
administrator. 

Grand Trees only: 
8.5 x 11 inch 

sign laminated in 
plastic and placed at 

edge of each 
barricade. 

3 feet 
minimum 

These best management practices (BMP) are applicable 
to all tree permits, unless speciÿed otherwise. They must also 
be applied to all activities that a°ect Grand Trees, trees 
located within a Canopy Road Protection Zone, and trees 
located within public rights of way (ROW), regardless of 
whether a proposed activity requires a tree permit. 

Prior to starting work, and throughout the authorized 
activity, the owner, developer, contractor or agent must erect 
barricades around all trees to be protected. The barricades 
must remain in place and be in good condition 
throughout the authorized activity. Barricades may 
be removed for the ÿnal grading. 

Additional BMP for Grand Trees: install signage at the edge of 
each Grand Tree barricade. Download the sign at scgov.net 
(keywords, Grand Tree Sign). 

Prohibitions: 
1. Vegetation within the protected zone may be removed 

only if authorized by the trees code administrator and 
only by mowing or hand clearing. 

2. The applicant, owner, developer, contractor or agent 
shall not cause or permit the movement of equipment, 
the storage of equipment, material, debris, nor the 
placement or grading of ÿll to be placed within the 
tree’s required protective barrier. 

• Construct barricades in a post 
and rail conÿguration. 

• Palms only: barricades may be 
placed 3 feet from the trunks 

• Silt fencing or snow fencing 
may be substituted upon 
approval by the trees code 
administrator. 

• See best practice management 
guidelines below for additional 
tree protection requirements. 

Tree protection barricade: use wooden 
boards measuring at least 1 x 4 inches 
to connect the upright posts. The 
maximum distance between upright 
posts is eight feet. 

Maintain existing grade within the tree 
protection fence unless otherwise 
approved by the trees code administrator. 

Plant the post deep enough into the 
ground to be stable. Upright posts must 
be wooden and at least four feet long 
and 2 x 2 inches wide. 

3. The applicant, owner, developer, contractor or agent shall 
not permit the cleaning of equipment or material or the 
storage or disposal of debris, ÿll, waste materials such as 
paints, oils, solvents, asphalt, concrete, mortar or any 
other material within the drip line of any tree or clump 
of trees or within any native habitat or bu°er. 

4. No damaging attachment ropes or wires (other than 
supportive measures for a tree), signs, posters, handbills, 
tree permits or other items may be fastened to any tree. 

5. Silt barriers, hay bales, or similarly e°ective erosion 
control barriers are required in any area where erosion or 
siltation may cause damage to trees. 

6. Trees in the ROW must be protected from all digging or 
trenching activity within the tree’s drip line. Tunnels or 
directional bores are required of anyone working in a 
county ROW unless the applicant demonstrates the 
additional cost of the tunnel or bore will exceed the 
appraised value of the tree. 

The trees code administrator shall conduct periodic 
inspections of the site during land clearing and construction 
to ensure compliance. 
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