
SARASOTA COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
CLASS SPECIFICATION 

 
HORTICULTURAL TECHNICIAN 

 
CLASS CODE: 38218 

EEO Code: 0005 
 FLSA:  Non-Exempt 

 W/C Code: 9102 
Pay Grades: 1105 

 
MAJOR FUNCTION 
To maintain landscaping in an attractive and aesthetic, pleasing manner, keeping grounds, rights-
of-way, and medians free of weeds and pests utilizing recognized tools of the landscape 
maintenance trade. 
 
TYPES OF DUTIES     Weeds landscaped areas by hand, utilizing mechanical methods such as a scuffle hoe, 

string trimmer or roto-tiller on a weekly basis.   Applies pre-emergent, post-emergent and contact herbicides to landscape beds to keep 
these areas free of weeds.  Requires the use of 1-3 gallon hand sprayers, 3 gallon back 
pack sprayers, 25 gallon electric powered sprayers, and cyclone and drop spreaders.  Applies landscape mulch to landscape beds using hand tools, wheelbarrows, small 
tractors with a loader attachment, dump trailers, and small dump trucks.   Prunes trees and palms from the ground using gas powered or hand pruning or chain saw 
tools, prunes shrubs and ground covers using hand tools or gas powered hedge shears.  
May require some work from step ladders or extension ladders.   Conducts Integrated Pest Management (IPM) inspections on a weekly basis and applies 
proper insecticides and fungicides to control the problem.    Applies fertilizer to landscape beds, trees and palms.  Calculates fertilizer rates and 
calibrates spreaders.   Inspects irrigation systems for broken heads, pressure loss, timers, etc., and reports these 
problems to the supervisor.   Edges landscape beds with hand tools or gas powered edgers.   Removes trash and dead plants, and replaces plants.  Provides written monthly inspection and maintenance reports to inform Supervisor or 
present and future maintenance needs.  Provides weekly written reports of all maintenance activities to program. 
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JOB BASED COMPETENCIES (Specific for position)   Knowledge of the rules and regulations for applying pesticides safely in a public 
environment.    Knowledge of growth habits of trees, palms, shrubs and ground covers in southwest 
Florida.    Ability to operate safely:  small dump trucks, gas powered pole chain saws, chain saws, 
small chippers, tractors with a front-end loader, skid-steer loaders, small dump trailers, 
and powered hedge shears.   Ability to identify common landscape plants, including trees, palms, shrubs and ground 
covers used in southwest Florida.    Ability to identify the common landscape insects and diseases that infect the plants grown 
in southwest Florida.   Ability to operate miscellaneous gas powered ground maintenance equipment.   Ability to calculate fertilizer rates and calibrate spreaders. 

   
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS 
A High School Diploma or equivalent, and one year of experience performing landscaping, 
mowing or landscape grounds maintenance.  
 
Possession of a valid Florida Driver License. 
Positions assigned to Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources are required to obtain a Public 
Pesticide Applicators Certification within six months of employment. 
 
 
APPROVED BY:      DATE 
 
 
Christopher Louria, Chief Human Resources Officer 10/11/2016  
 
History:  James Ley, 2/12/99  


