
SARASOTA COUNTY 

LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD BY-LAWS 

 

 

1. PURPOSE. The purpose of the library Advisory Board is to assist the Board of County 

Commissioners of Sarasota County in providing and improving library services throughout the 

County in compliance with the Florida Statutes designating the County Commission as the  

responsible body to perform this function.  

 

2. ACCOUNTABILITY.  The Board is advisory only and is responsible to the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

 

3. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES.  The primary function of the Library Advisory Board shall 

 be to advise and make recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners on matters 

 pertaining to the County Library System to include but not limited to the following: 

 

a. Assist in the definition of goals and objectives. 

 

b. Make recommendations on policy matters which relate to libraries. 

 

c. Make recommendations on capital improvement programs, land acquisitions, and other needs  

Assessment. 

 

d. Serve as a forum to review innovative proposals by the public and recommendations on needs. 

 

e. Stimulate the development of broad organized citizen involvement in the library system  

services. 

 

f. Evaluate the Library system programs, facilities and services periodically to assure that its  

objectives and goals are being achieved in harmony with the County’s long-range plans. 

 

g. Act as liaison with the Library Friends Groups in Sarasota County as appropriate. 

 

4. MEMBERSHIP.  

a.  APPOINTMENTS TO THE BOARD.  The Board of County Commissioners shall appoint ten  

(10) members at large, including one (1) individual from the Students Taking Active Roles  

(STAR) Government program.  In making appointments, the Board of County Commissioners  

shall give due consideration to representation and the recommendations of the Library Friends  

Groups in Sarasota County. 

 

b. TERMS OF OFFICE.  With the exception of the STAR member, members shall be appointed  

to serve a term of three (3) years, with terms staggered so that not more than one-third of the  

Board members terms shall expire in any one year.  The STAR member shall be appointed for  

a one (1) year term. 

 

 



c.  VACANCIES.  Whenever a vacancy occurs, the Board of County Commissioners shall appoint  

 a replacement to fill the unexpired term. 

 

d.  RESIDENCY.  All appointees shall have been residents of Sarasota County for a minimum of  

two (2) years. 

 

e. POLITICAL AFFILIATINS.  Membership shall be nonpartisan and no members shall hold  

an elective office. 

 

f. EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS.  Ex-officio members shall include the County Administrator or  

designee and the Director of the County Library System. 

 

5.    OFFICERS. 

a. The officers of the Library Advisory Board shall be Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary. 

 

b. The officers shall be elected by the Board from among its members at its annual meeting in  

May of each year. 

 

c. The duties of the officers shall be those customarily assigned to their offices. 

 

d. Officers shall serve for a term of one year and shall be eligible for re-election. 

 

6.   MEETINGS 

a. The Library Advisory Board shall hold a minimum of four (4) scheduled meetings  

 per year.  

 

b. Meeting will be held in locations designated by the Board. 

 

c. Special meetings may be called by the Chair or in the Chair’s absence, by the Vice chair, or by  

any three (3) members, for cause.  An Agenda with supporting documentation shall be emailed, 

mailed, or hand delivered in advance of the Special meeting called. 

 

d. All meetings of the Board and its committees shall be open to the public and notice of said  

meetings shall be published in a newspaper of general county circulation, as required by the 

Sunshine Law. 

 

e. The May meeting shall be designated the annual meeting of the Board. 

 

f. QUORUMS.  Six (6) members shall constitute a quorum of the Advisory Board at all  

       meetings.  A quorum must be present in order for the Board to take official action. 

 

g. MEETING AGENDA.  The agenda for each meeting shall be prepared by the Chair or the  

      Chair’s designee.  Copies shall be emailed, mailed or hand delivered to the Board members  

      and shall be made available to the board of County commissioners, the County Administrator   

      and interested citizens and groups who request a copy. 

 



h. MINUTES.  Minutes shall be taken at all meetings of the Board, typed in condensed form and  

      be of public record. 

  

7. COMMITTEES 

a. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.  The elected officers shall constitute the Executive Committee.  

 

b. In addition to the Executive Committee, other committees may be appointed by the Chair with 

approval of the Board. 

 

c. The Chair shall be an ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee. 

 

d. In emergency, the Executive Committee may take such action as is deemed necessary, but such 

action is to be reviewed and ratified at the next regular or special meeting of the full Advisory 

Board.  

 

e. NOMINATING COMMITTEE.  The Chair, at the regular February meeting, shall appoint 

three (3) Board members to constitute a Nominating Committee, designating one (1) as 

Chair.  The Committee shall present its nominations for the three (3) officers at the May 

meeting, at which time nominations from the floor will be accepted.  The election of officers 

will be held in accordance with Section 5.b. of the bylaws. 

 

8.   AMENDMENTS.  These By-Laws may be amended at any regular or special meeting called for 

that purpose by two-thirds vote of the members present and voting, provided that such 

amendment shall have been read at a regular meeting of the Board at least thirty (30) days prior 

to the meeting at which such amendment is to be considered. 

 

9. ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER, REVISED, shall be the parliamentary authority for the 

proceedings of the Board when not inconsistent with these By-Laws. 

 

 

 Revisions approved as of September 26, 2012 

 Approved as of August 27, 1990 

Revised April 2002 

Revised May 2012 

Revised September 2012  


