
ALLIGATOR CREEK
STREAM RESTORATION PROJECT
ENCROACHMENTS

What is an encroachment? 
An encroachment occurs when a property owner places structures or objects on neighboring property beyond 
their legal boundaries (property lines), without permission. For example, a fence, shed or concrete pad 
extending beyond the legal boundaries onto neighboring private or public land, or beyond the building line  
of a road or street. 

How did the county identify the encroachments?
Sarasota County conducted a preliminary survey of the area as part of this project and identified encroachments 
on county property. The county and the construction team will continue to monitor the area for any additional 
or remaining encroachments throughout the duration of the project. 

What type of encroachments could exist?
Encroachments can take many forms, including fences, sheds, paving, lighting and other personal property 
that extend beyond the owner’s legal boundaries. Essentially, any structure or object placed outside a property 
owner’s legal boundaries is considered an encroachment.

Will the encroachments need to be removed? 
Yes, to accommodate the construction of the restoration project, the encroachments will need to be removed 
and/or relocated within the owner’s property boundary. All residents with an identified encroachment will 
receive a letter notifying them of the specific encroachment and the next steps required, including the deadline 
by which the removal must be completed. 

The Alligator Creek project entails stream restoration and bank stabilization through natural channel design, 
which will reconfigure the existing canal into a more meandering, natural stream. This project will improve 
water quality and coastal resiliency, and enhance recreational opportunities and wildlife utilization,  
specifically for important recreational fisheries species.

For more information, visit scgov.net/AlligatorCreek,  
email encroachments@scgov.net or call 311.
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