BLACKBURN POINT PARK

421 Blackburn Point Road, Osprey Park Hours 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

PADDLE TIPS - BE SAFE ON THE WATER

REQUIRED BY LAW

« A U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) approved, readily accessible and
wearable personal flotation device (PFD) for each boat occupant.
PFDs must be worn by all occupants under six years of age.

« Whistle, bell or horn (USCG approved).

« Going fishing? A valid Florida fishing license is required for
persons 16 years of age and older.

ESSENTIAL GEAR AND SUPPLIES

« Bring water, map, hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, insect repellent,
dry bag, sponge or bilge pump as well as a throw bag or tow
rope. A first-aid kit is always recommended.

BE PREPARED

- Be aware of current weather conditions, tides and river levels.

The center portion of Blackburn Point
Park is home to numerous bird and G
marine species. These waterways CAMPEROENE.
and coastal environments offer many TURTLE
opportunities for wildlife viewing.
There is a 2-mile paddling loop in the
Little Sarasota Bay. Paddle north from
the canoe kayak launch to enjoy the
beautiful views thoughout Casey Key, Osprey, Siesta Key and Sarasota. Use
caution when crossing the Intracoastal Waterway.

Blackburn Point Park amenities and activities: CALNER T
- Birding - Fishing pier - Restrooms

« Canoe/kayak launch « Picnic tables «Trails-unpaved
« Dog-friendly (leash required)

« Inform others of your trip plan.

TRIP LENGTH
« Allow a minimum of 2 miles per hour paddling time under
normal conditions.

PADDLE RESPONSIBLY
« Know and follow all rules and regulations.

« Observe all wildlife from a distance.
« Avoid digging your paddle into the river bottom, causing silt

and vegetation displacement.
PARK « Dispose of trash properly. Pack it in, pack it out. Leave no trace.

W. BAYSTREET.

WE LOVE OUR MANATEES!

Florida manatees (Trichechus manatus) are a native
mammal found in Florida waters. The manatee was
designated the state marine mammal in 1975.
Manatees live in fresh, brackish and salt waters.
Also known as “sea cows,” these aquatic herbivores
usually spend up to eight hours a day grazing on
seagrasses and other aquatic plants.

Manatees eat up to 9% of their body weight in
vegetation each day. Even though adult manatees essential, they are an integral
average 8-10 feet in length, and weigh about 1,000 component of the estuarine
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their breath up to 20 minutes. Unfortunately, approximately from erosion and as afilter for pollutants.

25-30% of manatee deaths in Florida are the result of a watercraft strike. e nangrove Clazap hgra ma’ngle), WI.‘iCh i
dominant plant along this park’s shoreline, has
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Mangroves and wetland areas are
important natural resources. As
beautiful as they are biologically
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Manatees are a threatened species and protected federally under
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 and the Marine Mammal Protection
Act of 1972. Manatees are also protected under the Florida Manatee

Black mangroves (Avicennia germinans) are found
growing among red mangroves. Black mangroves

“sweat” salt from their leaves and send up twiggy
projections from their roots called pneumatophores,
/' which provide oxygen to the tree’s roots.

— White mangroves (Laguncularia racemosa) usually
‘ i grow above the high tide line. The white mangroves

Sanctuary Act of 1978. Anything that disrupts a manatee’s normal
behavior is a violation of law, punishable under federal law up to a
$50,000 fine, one-year imprisonment or both.

HOW CAN YOU HELP MANATEES?
« Protect the manatee by using caution in manatee zones and
backwaters. Abide by posted manatee speed zones.

have thick, leathery leaves and at the base are two
small nodes that excrete excess salt.
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(1-888-404-3922). Cellular phone customers may call *FWC or #FWC.

IT STARTS IN

PARKS

941-861-5000 | scgov.net H@SRQCountyPIay
Preserve. Recreate. Connect. Respect.



