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Welcome!

Congratulations to our

Sustainability Leaders!
Thank you for helping
advance sustainability
over the last decade!

#SCW15
Beverly Girard
Beverly has promoted Florida agriculture through the Farm to
School Program since 2006. The impact of our schools
buying Florida produce and dairy cuts carbon emissions and
preserves agriculture within the state. Beverly should be
recognized for Food and Nutrition Services efforts in regional
food promotion and healthy school lunches for kids
throughout the county.

#SCW15
Paul Mattison
Paul supports many local food initiatives such as the
Greenhouse Gala, Farm to School, and even began a large
school garden at Phillippi Shores Elementary to help teach
kids where food comes from and supply fresh produce and
herbs to the cafeteria. Paul has also been integral to the
Chefs Move to Schools program, which showcased local and
garden produce this past Eat Local Week.

#SCW15
Don Hall
Founder of the Transition Sarasota initiative, Don has led and
inspired hundreds, perhaps thousands, in the area to act by
providing gleaning, coordinating, planning and conducting
many talks, biofuel workshop, aquaponics, etc... and the 5th
annual Eat Local campaign. He has connected many folks
and empowered people to act. The small business forums
about slow money and the Transitionsrq.org website are great
local sustainability treasure troves of information.

#SCW15
Bill Johnson
Bill has gone over and above to help area organizations
secure solar power, which reduces energy costs in the long
run and also helps to create a more sustainable community.
He is advocating for clean energy at the state level as well.
He is committed to creating a stronger, more vibrant
community.

#SCW15
Cheri Lee
Cheri’s personal leadership and the education and example
she shows for community resilience and sustainability is
unparalleled in North Port/ South County. She is launching
Transitions in North Port and deserves recognition.

#SCW15
John Lambie
John has worked tirelessly to bring Florida House Institute forward as a
community resource for creating sustainable communities and for educating
and engaging the citizens of Sarasota County. Starting in 1992, through the
relocation of the original building, major renovations, and various challenges,
he has never given up on his vision. Today the Florida House is buzzing with
activity, from its native landscaping to its STEM grant educational
opportunities, vegan cooking classes, film viewings, a partnership with the
Central Sarasota Farmers' Market, and more, all housed in a green building.
The amount of time and effort John has put into realizing his vision can't be
measured.

#SCW15
Drew Smith
Drew has promoted Sustainability for over 30 years and is
considered a national leader for sustainability. He helped write the
standards for the Florida Green Building Coalition. He worked with
the American Lung Association to develop the Healthy Home
Standard which became the benchmark for almost all green
certifications. Two Trails, Inc. is one of the oldest Green Consulting
Firms in the state of Florida. He is dedicated, driven and passionate
about providing sustainable services.

#SCW15
Miranda Wrobel
Miranda is the Public Programs Coordinator at Mote Marine
Laboratory. In 2008, she pioneered a new class of programs geared for
preschool children, a previously underserved audience at the lab. In
2015 alone she has reached over 600 children, guiding them through
weekly hands-on environmental crafts and story telling. A key feature
of her program is direct exploration and interpretation of Sarasota Bay,
its habitats and organisms through dip netting and wading. She is a
leader in inspiring a new generation of environmentally conscious
children and their families.

#SCW15
Venice Golf and Country Club
VCGG is a leader in the implementation of sustainable business
practices. The Club has been re-certified by the prestigious Golf
Environment Organization for continued leadership. A certified
Sarasota Business Partner, and a certified Audubon Sanctuary golf
course, they continue to develop innovative methods to reduce
electrical, propane, and water consumption. The irrigation system
utilizes storm water for all irrigation purposes. The restoration of 11
wetlands on the property has provided a great habitat for native
species to thrive.

#SCW15
Steve Phelps
Steve is the owner of Indigenous Restaurant, sources local
food and provides a seasonal menu at his restaurant. It is of
the utmost importance for Sarasota residents to become more
mindful of seasonal diets for sustainable food systems, and
Indigenous is furthering this movement in a delicious way!

#SCW15
Robert Kluson
Dr. Kluson of UF/IFAS Extension has done so much over the years
to promote small farms and more sustainable agriculture in
Sarasota County. He hosts the Small Farmers workshops and
Annie's Project to help network and support farmers. Many people
are thankful to Dr. Kluson for all his support over the years.

#SCW15
Nina Powers
Nina worked for Sarasota County Sustainability for many years
and in her position she was a leader in implementing important
policies and education programs. She played a key role making
Sarasota a sustainable community and organized the past
workshops that have brought us to where we are today.

#SCW15
Dennis Stroer
Dennis is a local expert with national connections. He and the
CALCS Plus organization hold a huge “How To Do It”
knowledge. They are an underlying, hidden energy efficiency
company. One of our biggest assets.

#SCW15
Susan Nilon
Susan led the effort to advocate for clean energy through the
City of Sarasota’s new 30 year contract with FPL, which
resulted in a Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency side
agreement.

#SCW15
Jono Miller
Jono shows bold community leadership on conservation,
especially Myakka River. His leadership on the Environmentally
Sensitive Lands Protection Program and other community-wide
initiatives has contributed to protecting some of this
community’s most precious resources.

#SCW15
Ed Chiles
Ed’s support for local food, his practice of sustainability in
business, and development of heritage seafood are impacting
the local food system at all levels.

#SCW15
Jack Merriam
Jack was the Environmental Manager for Sarasota County and
was instrumental in promoting water quality programs such as
the 2007 Fertilizer Ordinance and Low Impact Design adoption
by Sarasota County.

#SCW15
Russ Hoffman
Russ has been involved in improving the environmental
benefits of stormwater ponds and educating homeowners and
associations on proper maintenance.

#SCW15
Jeanne Dubi
Jeanne showed leadership, determination, and tenacity to make
the Celery Fields and Audubon education center come to life.

#SCW15
Julie Morris
Julie stepped up to provide leadership on climate change,
resiliency and development/support of future leaders at New
College of Florida and through various community initiatives.

#SCW15
Jon Thaxton
Former Sarasota County Commissioner, Jon Thaxton, is
recognized throughout Florida as a leading advocate for
protecting the natural environment. Under his leadership,
Sarasota County focused on growth management,
environmental protection, and water conservation. Jon has won
numerous awards for his environmental protection work and is
an expert on the Florida Scrub Jay. He has earned great respect
for crossing traditional boundaries and listening to all sides of
an issue to arrive at best outcomes for
community sustainability.

#SCW15
Shannon Staub
Former Sarasota County Commissioner, Shannon Staub, was
one of Florida's most dedicated elected leaders on
sustainability issues. Nationally, Shannon chaired the National
Association of Counties Green Government Committee. Under
her leadership, Sarasota County became a leader in green
building and water and energy conservation, the Office of
Sustainability was created, and sustainability was incorporated
in the County Comprehensive Plan. Her dedication to
supporting sustainable communities will benefit future
generations.

#SCW15
Michael Carlson
Sarasota architect, Michael Carlson, thinks, acts and lives his
life green. A green building pioneer, he designed the first green
building in Sarasota County, the Twin Lakes Extension building,
to showcase green building technology. Michael designed the
HGTV Green Home. Dedicated to sustainability through his
work and educational programs, Michael also started Sarasota
Green Drinks as a way to connect people and have
conversations on community sustainability.

#SCW15
Jodi John
As Sarasota County's first Manager of Sustainability, Jodi was
passionate about working to leave the world a better place. Jodi
oversaw the implementation of the County's curbside recycling
program. The success of this program resulted in Sarasota
County having the highest recycling rate in Florida. Jodi's
encyclopedic knowledge, soft voice and quiet demeanor helped
educate and engage our citizens in the benefits of community
sustainability

#SCW15
Michael Duranko
Michael, owner and founder of Local Coffee + Tea, is dedicated
to community education on local food and buying local. His
motto is “Sip Locally. Gift Locally. Celebrate Locally.” Local
Coffee + Tea was one of the first ten Sarasota County Green
Business Partners, and Michael has always focused on
promoting local products and services, protecting local
environments and celebrating local treasures.

#SCW15
Chris Sharek
Chris is an Environmental Engineer who provides our
community with consulting services on project management,
engineering and utility system design, advocacy for electric
vehicles, and works to protect our natural resources for future
generations. Chris's dedication to sustainability includes
writing "The Electric Vehicle rEVolution", a book on electric
cars. One of the first Chevy Volt owners, he is one of the
organizers of Electrify the Island, an annual event to showcase
electric cars in Sarasota.

#SCW15
Cris Costello
Cris is a Sierra Club Regional Organizer that has worked on the
Florida Clean Water and Red Tide Campaigns. She has worked
with government and citizens on urban fertilizer ordinances and
advocated at the Florida Legislature for keeping local control of
fertilizer regulations. Through her Sierra Club work, Cris helps
empower citizens environmental protection grassroots
mobilization and educates on the economic benefits of
sustainability.

#SCW15
Karen Fraley Willey
Karen has working in the field of ecotourism and environmental
education for more than 30 years. She is owner of our local
Around the Bend Nature Tours which has youth educational
programs that get kids outdoors to learn about Florida habitats
and conservation. Karen provides teacher workshops, guided
nature walks, boat tours, field study trips for schools, and
outdoor education classes to help build an informed and
engaged sustainable community.

#SCW15
Laurel Schiller
Laurel is an ecologist who is dedicated to community education
on preserving our natural environment. She has served our
community with her expertise on the Sarasota Tree Advisory
Council, Friends of Oscar Scherer Park, as a Sarasota County
Planning Commissioner and City of Venice Planning
Commissioner. Laurel owns Florida Native Plants Nursery and
specializes in native plant restoration and creating wildlife
habitat. She provides programs on native plants and natural
Florida landscaping to help our residents make sustainable
choices.

#SCW15
Michael Sollitto
Michael is the Director of Construction for Habitat for Humanity
South Sarasota County, Inc. in Venice. He is a sustainability
advocate. Under Michael's leadership, Habitat provides low
income clients with affordable homes certified to Energy Star,
Florida Water Star, and Florida Green Building Coalition
standard. He is participating in the Department of Energy Net
Zero Ready Home Program and has won the DOE Innovation
Awards for affordable housing and Florida Home Builders
Association Aurora Awards for Green Construction-Affordable
Housing.

#SCW15
Jennifer Shafer
Jennifer, a marine ecologist, has provided local environmental
consulting services in Sarasota for many years, helping clients
with science based analysis. She serves as co-executive
director of the Science and Environment Council of Southwest
Florida, a consortium of local environmental nonprofits.
Jennifer is dedicated to an educated and informed community
and is working on climate change and sea level rise outreach.

#SCW15
Dale Lewis
Dale has provided a wide range of Green Building and Building
Science consulting and problem solving services to our
community. With over 40 years experience in the construction
industry, Dale helped develop local affordable housing energy
efficiency guidelines, helped Sarasota County educate citizens
on home energy efficiency, and serves on the Universal Design
Coalition.

#SCW15
Dr. Ernest Estevez
Dr. Estevez worked at Mote Marine Laboratory from 1979 to
2012. He led large multidisciplinary studies of coastal bays and
rivers. His focused research fields included invertebrate
zoology, benthic ecology, seagrass and wetland assessments,
and applied studies of human impacts in rivers and estuaries.
He worked on riverine mollusks and novel methods to assess
ecological condition of tidal creeks and was also involved with
coastal resource management programs with emphasis on
Tampa and Sarasota Bays, and Charlotte Harbor, Florida.

Congratulations to our

Sustainability Leaders!

#SCW15
Speaker presentations and breakout discussion
results will be posted to 2015 Sustainable
Communities Workshop website
http://www.scgov.net/SustainableCommunities
Contact us at
sustainablecommunities@scgov.net
Please complete the evaluation questions
and leave on your table
Thank you for your participation!

