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NICOLE STOTT
Nicole, known as “The Artistic Astronaut,” has explored from the heights of outer
space to the depths of our oceans. In awe of what she experienced from these very
special vantage points, she has dedicated her life to sharing the beauty of space –
and Earth – with others. She believes that sharing these orbital and inner space
perspectives has the power to increase everyone’s appreciation of and obligation to
care for our home planet and each other.
A veteran NASA astronaut, Nicole’s experience includes two spaceflights and 104 days
living and working in space on both the space shuttle and international space station
(ISS). She performed one spacewalk, was the first person to fly the robotic arm to capture the free-flying H-II transfer vehicle (HTV)
cargo vehicle, was the last crew member to fly to and from their ISS mission on a space shuttle, and was a crew member for the final
flight of the space shuttle Discovery, STS-133. A personal highlight of Nicole's spaceflight was painting the first watercolor in space.
Nicole is also a NASA aquanaut, who, in preparation for spaceflight and along with her NEEMO9 crew, lived and worked during an
18-day mission on the Aquarius undersea habitat, the longest such mission to date.
As an artist, and now retired from NASA, Nicole combines her artwork and spaceflight experience to inspire creative thinking about
solutions to our planetary challenges, to raise awareness of the surprising interplay between science and art, and to promote the
amazing work being done every day in space to improve life right here on Earth. She is also the founder of the Space for Art
Foundation.

JOANNA HUXTER
Joanna “Jo” Huxster is an assistant professor of environmental studies at Eckerd
College. She teaches classes, public seminars, and workshops on climate change
communication and environmental communication.
Jo earned both her bachelor’s degree and her doctoral degree at the University of
Delaware. She concentrated in environmental studies and geography, and her Ph.D.
in marine studies was directed towards environmental policy and climate change
communication. Her doctoral dissertation focused on undergraduate student
understanding of climate change and the misconceptions students have about the
issue. Jo pivoted that research into learning more about how the public perceives climate change and how the topic can best be
communicated to diverse audiences. She held postdoctoral positions at Drexel University in environmental sociology and at
Bucknell University with a philosophy of science program called “The Production of Public Understanding of Science” (PoPUS).
Jo continues to work collaboratively with the PoPUS program investigating public understanding of the social structures of science,
scientific consensus, and public trust in science, to enhance science communication. Jo also is investigating and comparing
perceptions and understandings of climate change in citizens of Florida and Pennsylvania. She intends to expand this research to
other states, and to examine the evolution of student understanding over time.
A relatively recent transplant to Florida, Jo has begun speaking at various conferences and meetings across the Tampa Bay area on
how to communicate climate change “beyond the choir.”
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Liz Alpert
Liz Alpert, the mayor of the City of Sarasota, is a family law attorney who has practiced locally since her
admission to the Florida Bar in 2006. She was appointed to the City of Sarasota’s Human Relations Board,
serving until 2007. Liz then was appointed to the city’s General Personnel/Civil Service Board, serving until
being elected to the commission in 2015.
Liz grew up the oldest of eight children; her father working as a long-distance truck driver and her mother
staying home to raise the children. Though neither parent attended college, Liz took classes off-and-on for
17 years, while raising three daughters, to ultimately graduate summa cum laude from the University of South
Florida in 1995. She went on to graduate from the Stetson University College of Law in 2005.

Robert Baugh
Robert Baugh, chief operating officer of The Chiles Group, is responsible for the daily administration and
operation of the various businesses under the Chiles Group umbrella.
A graduate of Johnson & Wales University with degrees in business administration, culinary arts, and food
service management, Robert has an extensive background in mariculture and aquaculture. He is a proponent
of the sustainable production of foods to eliminate the impact on our declining fisheries and natural
ecosystems. He is an avid supporter of environmental stewardship, and envisions the significant potential for
ecotourism and agritourism for the Bradenton and Sarasota communities. Robert was instrumental in
launching the Gulf Coast Oyster Recycling and Restoration program, an offshoot of START (Solutions to
Avoid Red Tide).

Allyson BeCraft
Allyson BeCraft is a Family Nutrition Program food systems specialist with UF/IFAS. Her team aims to engage
all Florida residents in a food system with access to affordable, nutritious food while supporting a healthy
community, economy, and environment. In the past year, Allyson has supported 70 school and community
gardens, assisted Transition Sarasota with coordination of the Suncoast Gleaning Project, and presented at
the National Farm to Cafeteria Conference.
Born and raised in Seattle, Allyson earned bachelor’s degrees in business and Spanish from the University of
Washington. Prior to joining UF/IFAS, Allyson worked as agency relations manager at All Faiths Food Bank,
led healthy shopping tours with City Harvest, and sold food for Sysco Metro New York.

Harrison Fox
Harrison Fox, chief executive office at The Harrison Group, serves as chair of the South Venice Beach Water
Quality Task Force, working to restore waterways, swales, and ponds. He earned master’s and doctoral
degrees from American University, and a fellowship from the Kennedy School Institute of Politics at Harvard
University.
A long-time Congressional staff member, Harrison has experience with taxation, housing, conservation,
finance, political reform, and budgeting policy. He also has authored or co-authored numerous books and
other works, including “The Domestic Political Scene,” “American Civics,” and “Actions for Democracy!”
Harrison also is an active photographer and artist. Harrison also is an avid photographer and artist.
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Stevie Freeman-Montes
Stevie Freeman-Montes is part of the executive staff as the sustainability manager for the City of Sarasota. In
her role, she leads programs to conserve natural resources within city operations and collaborates closely
with city planners on resiliency and sustainable development issues.
Her projects include leading the city’s first-ever climate change adaptation plan, facilitating community input
for Sarasota’s 100 percent renewable energy target, and installing a “Living Seawall” demonstration project.
Before joining the City of Sarasota, Stevie worked in local government sustainability in Oregon and served as
a U.S. Peace Corps volunteer on the island of Yap, Micronesia. Stevie earned a master’s degree in sustainable
development and a bachelor’s degree in zoology.

Marshall Gobuty
Marshall Gobuty is nationally recognized as a pioneer in the green building industry.
In 2015, he broke ground on Mirabella, a 55+ community of 158 sustainable homes located in Bradenton.
The community is one of the first to achieve LEED Platinum certification – the U.S. Green Building Council’s
highest mark of sustainability – on a production build scale.
In 2017, Marshall was named the U.S. Green Building Council’s "Power Builder of the Year," in recognition of
Mirabella's award-winning, eco-friendly design and construction.

Julia Herbst
Julia Herbst serves as co-op coordinator in the Gulf coast of Florida for Solar United Neighbors, a D.C.-based
nonprofit dedicated to expanding rooftop solar. She facilitates regional solar co-ops: a community driven
initiative helping people make informed decisions about going solar through a group process.
Julia’s passion for clean energy began while working as an AmeriCorps member in Pennsylvania’s coal
regions on water quality, landscape design, and community service projects. Since earning her Master of
Landscape Architecture Degree from RISD, Julia has completed Frostburg’s Wind and Solar Energy program,
Pinellas County Water Stewards, and some Florida Master Naturalist courses. A teacher at heart, she
champions the power of education, exploration and community connections in creating vibrant habitats.

Mindy Hanak
Mindy Hanak coordinates the Community and School Gardens program at UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota
County, supporting seven community gardens and dozens of school gardens. In her role, she facilitates
volunteers, educational components, and edible education (outreach). The programs aim to grow gardens
and heighten knowledge, increasing food security and agricultural opportunity in the community.
A graduate of the University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee, Mindy earned a bachelor’s degree in
interdisciplinary social science. She has a lengthy background in education, plant nursery, and customer
service, and enjoys sharing ideas and information that empowers individuals to take bold actions.
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Sara Kane
Sara Kane manages the sustainability program for Sarasota County UF/IFAS Extension and Sustainability. She
earned a master’s degree in global sustainability, with a concentration in water, from the University of South
Florida.
Sara’s work includes overseeing sustainability improvements in government operations and the efforts to
create a sustainable community across Sarasota County. She promotes energy efficiency to residents and
businesses, ensures sustainability improvements in county facilities and fleet operations, provides employee
education, and more. Sara previously served as the program’s outreach coordinator, and in environmental
posts at Sarasota Bay Estuary Program and Mote Marine Laboratory.

Mack Lessig
Mack Lessig is the Community Gardens Program assistant for Manatee County. Born in Sarasota, he was
raised in Manatee County. Mack graduated from St. Petersburg College in May 2018, focusing in biology.
A Manatee County Master Gardener, Mack’s primary goal in Manatee County is to educate and develop new
and existing community gardens. Through educational workshops and presentations, a hands-on approach,
and his passion for gardening, he is making impacts in our community. When he is not working for the
county, Mack helps expand the use of Florida native plants through demonstrations, education, and
propagation.

Kevan L. Main
Dr. Kevan L. Main, a senior scientist at Mote Marine Laboratory since 2001 and current director of the center’s
200-acre Aquaculture Research Park, has worked in aquaculture for more than 30 years. She and her Mote
team develop biotechnological tools and sustainable methods to produce high-value marine fish species for
offshore and land-based systems, and to restore declining marine fish stocks. Her recent research focused on
a prototype marine aquaponics system to sustainably produce local seafood for communities.
Kevan served as World Aquaculture Society president in 2012-13, was inducted as a society fellow in 2016,
and earned White House recognition in 2016 as a “Champion of Change” for sustainable seafood. She
received her doctoral degree from Florida State University, where she studied shrimp and fish behavior in
seagrass meadows in the northern Gulf of Mexico.

Alan Maio
Alan Maio was elected to the Sarasota County Commission in 2014, was appointed vice chairman in 2015,
and named chairman in 2016. He and his wife, Nancy, moved to Sarasota County 33 years ago, and now
reside in Nokomis.
A conservative Republican, Alan has built two restaurant operations, a consulting business, and a vacation
rental business, and continues to operate each today. He serves as chair of the Florida Association of
Counties’ enterprise committee, is a board member of Sarasota Habitat for Humanity and Goodwill
Manasota, and has a wealth of experience in community service positions and a variety of boards.
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Melissa Matisko
Melissa Matisko is no stranger to the art of visual storytelling. She found her creative passion at State College
of Florida, where she graduated with degree in digital and multimedia, and soon after began her career as a
news photojournalist at WWSB ABC7.
In 2012, Melissa started working for Manatee County Government as the creative video and marketing editor.
Her creativity soared to new heights in 2015 when she became the county’s first certified unmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV) pilot. With a passion for storytelling, the sky is no longer the limit for this drone advocate, who
is giving local government a new perspective on the benefits of incorporating UAVs into the workforce.

Colleen McGue
Colleen McGue is the chief transportation planner for the City of Sarasota, taking on the role in February and
immediately tackling the task of creating the city’s first transportation master plan.
Colleen earned a dual master’s degrees from the University of Texas, focusing on community/regional
planning and Latin American studies. Her graduate research focused on social equity and the spatial
mismatch between employment and housing in Sao Paulo, Brazil. After moving to Sarasota in 2011, she
worked at the non-profit community engagement organization SCOPE (Sarasota County Openly Plans for
Excellence) on its community data initiative.

Lisa Merritt
Dr. Lisa Merritt is a practicing doctor and founder of the Multicultural Health Institute (MHI), which touched
thousands of lives by focusing attention on the health disparities and the economic impact of prevention
strategies. She created the Gatekeepers of Community Health, lay health advisors and educators involved in
neighborhood activities to reduce disparities in HIV/AIDS, diabetes, cancer and cardiovascular disease
through preventive health education and health screenings.
A published author, Dr. Merritt also has received numerous awards, including the National Council of Jewish
Women Honoree, AMA Physicians Recognition, the YWCA Outstanding Woman Award for Health Services,
the Biz941 Unity Award in Medicine and Alumni Award, the Newtown MLK Community Service Award (2012,
2017) and the National Medical Association Council of Concerns for Female Physicians Award.

Roger Normand
Roger Normand is a happily retired senior analyst from the Department of Navy, where he was responsible
for organizing, assembling, presenting, and defending budget and program requests for all Navy and Marine
Corps installations, environmental and safety programs around the world to the U.S. Congress.
Upon retiring, Roger and his wife moved out of the Washington, D.C., area to become snowbirds, wintering
in Sarasota and summering in southern Maine. He is a long-time, avid cyclist, riding more than 6,000 miles
per year. After moving to Sarasota five years ago and riding the Legacy Trail, Roger joined the Friends of the
Legacy Trail. Soon after, he became a volunteer for the group, then joined its board of directors, then cochaired the Trail Extension Committee, and is now the president of the Friends of the Legacy Trail.
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Christine Quigley
Christine Quigley works with the Science and Environment Council and the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program.
Christine has an interdisciplinary background in environmental science and management, with experience in
startup consulting and community outreach.
She enjoys living in places without winter, and is very passionate about engaging communities in stewardship
and resiliency.

Charles Reith
Charles Reith worked for 15 years for a Fortune 500 engineering firm before starting a series of successful
businesses in the sustainability space. He also served as a professor of environmental management and
entrepreneurship at the A.B. Freeman School of Business at Tulane University in New Orleans, and held a
professorial post at the American University of Nigeria.
Charles, a resident of Sarasota County, advises businesses and nonprofits, such as the Florida House Institute,
and serves on the Florida House board. He earned a doctoral degree in ecology, and has published three
books and dozens of technical articles.

Jennifer Rominiecki
Jennifer O. Rominiecki, president and chief executive officer of Marie Selby Botanical Gardens since 2015, has
repositioned the institution as a “living museum,” boosting admissions, membership and revenue. She
possesses 20 years’ experience at major New York City cultural institutions, including the New York Botanical
Garden, The Metropolitan Opera, and the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum.
A Sarasota resident with her husband, Robert, and their two sons, Jennifer serves on the boards of the
Greater Sarasota Chamber of Commerce, the Arts and Cultural Alliance of Sarasota County, and the Science
and Environment Council of Southwest Florida. She also has received the AJC Civic Achievement Award, the
Leadership Award for Arts Management from the Arts and Cultural Alliance of Sarasota, and SRQ Magazine’s
Women in Business “Hear Me Roar” Leadership Award.

Tim Rumage
Tim is the coordinator, developer and professor of Environmental Studies at Ringling College of Art and
Design, where he teaches courses on green building, sustainability, creating ecological cities, applied
environmental design and environmental ethics.
He partnered with David Crane to develop the Green Building Seminar at USF/SACD. Tim is also the
coordinator for sustainability in design education at CUMULUS, the only global association to serve art and
design education and research. He has been involved in a variety of interdisciplinary projects in the United
States and Africa involving habitat restoration and protection, green infrastructure, local food production,
and sustainability.
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Sean Sellers
Sean Sellers is the volunteer chair of the Sarasota Climate Justice Coalition. The Coalition comprises more
than 15 community, faith and student groups working together to foster resiliency and promote a just and
equitable transition to a low-carbon society. The Coalition has been the driving force behind the “Ready for
100” renewable energy campaign in the city of Sarasota.
A University of Texas graduate with bachelor’s and master’s degrees, Sean has led efforts that resulted in a
2017 City of Sarasota resolution that committed to 100 percent zero-emission energy for its municipal
operations by 2030, and community-wide by 2045. Sarasota is one of nearly 100 communities across the
country to make a similar commitment and strive towards full implementation.

Chris Sharek
Chris Sharek is the author of “The Electric Vehicle rEVolution,” which received an endorsement from bestselling author Stephen King.
A native Floridian, born at Tyndall Air Force Base in the state’s Panhandle region, Chris earned a bachelor’s
degree in environmental engineering and master’s degree in water resources from the University of Central
Florida. He moved to Sarasota in 1998, and since has designed water and wastewater systems in southwest
Florida, obtained his professional engineer license, and earned a variety of environmental and sustainability
related certifications. Proud of his Florida roots, Chris makes every effort to give back to the community.

Tracie Troxler
Tracie Troxler is the co-creator of Sunshine Community Compost, an organization that raises awareness and
teaches about community composting, resource recovery and zero-waste efforts.
A Manatee County native, Tracie spent 17 years in California working in community-based healthcare,
followed by many years with a non-profit organization that helped low-income residents access solar energy
and solar job training. She also studied, practiced and taught sustainable agriculture and permaculture,
including a year spent learning to grow all her food. Returning to Florida in 2015, she launched
neighborhood initiatives to grow more gardens, reduce the impacts of food waste, and promote healthy soil,
experiences that led to the creation of Sunshine Community Compost.

Armando J. Ubeda
Armando J. Ubeda is the Florida Sea Grant Extension Agent at UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County, with work
spanning fields including marine life, artificial reefs, sustainable fisheries, resource conservation, and water
quality and conservation. He draws on experience as a coral reef researcher in Nicaragua, a staff biologist
with Mote Marine Laboratory’s shark research department, and as Meso-American Program manager for the
LightHawk conservation organization.
Armando earned a bachelor’s degree in marine sciences from the University of Mobile’s Latin American
campus and a master’s degree in marine resource management from Oregon State University. A Fulbright
Scholar, Armando also has received a Hatfield Marine Science Center’s Mamie Markham research award
from Oregon State University and a Duke University marine laboratory scholarship.
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Sean Williams
Sean Williams is an accomplished architect with many years of progressive design experience and
comprehensive expertise in LEED, the Living Building Challenge, consulting, biomimicry principals in design,
architectural design, and various computer technologies for the architecture profession.
Sean recently established the Center for Biomimetic Architectural Research (BAR for short) to discover,
design, and develop various architectural materials and systems through the lens of biomimicry. His design
experiences include the Dali Museum, King Abdullah University of Science and Technology, USF
Interdisciplinary Science building, and the St. Petersburg College Green Living Demonstration Center. Sean
credits his loving family, amazing design staff, and nature for his inspiration.

Alyson Zildjian
Chef Alyson Zildjian, a Johnson & Wales University graduate who also studied in Switzerland, has created and
worked in the food industry for more than 25 years. She is the chef/owner of Zildjian Catering and
Consulting, and in 2017 launched Peak Performance Catering.
Zildjian Catering became a Green Business Partner with Sarasota county in 2016, and is in the ManaSota Eat
Local Guide. Alyson sits on the board of the Greater Sarasota Slow Food Movement, Edible Garden
Committee, and is a member of Transition Sarasota and a Goodwill Ambassador. Her passion is to be part of
a society that supports environmental sustainability and social justice by having a food system that is good,
clean and fair.
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John McCarthy
John McCarthy is executive director of the Gulf Coast Heritage Association and Historic Spanish Point, and
the former executive director of SCOPE (Sarasota County Openly Plans for Excellence). A native Floridian who
has lived in Sarasota most of his life, John earned a bachelor of science degree from Goshen College in
Indiana.
Before his 2012 retirement, John worked for Sarasota County Government for 33 years, serving as
environmental specialist, county historian, and general manager (director) of the Parks, Recreation and
Natural Resources Department. He also has served as two-term president of the Historical Society of
Sarasota County, and Florida Recreation and Parks Association Foundation president. In May 2017, John was
awarded the Hero of History award by the Historical Society of Sarasota County for his dedication to sharing
local history, and his work in various communities within Sarasota County was recognized by the Council of
Neighborhood Associations (CONA) with their Citizen of the Year Award for 2018.

John Osborne
John Osborne is the infrastructure and strategic planning official, as well as interim deputy county
administrator, for Manatee County Government. Additionally, John is an ordained minister who earned a
master’s degree in theology from Liberty University in Virginia, and holds a bachelor’s degree from the
University of South Florida (USF).
While at USF, John volunteered for Pinellas County Government performing ambient water quality testing,
then went on to work on air quality issues at Trigon Engineering in North Carolina. A lifelong bicycle
commuter, he transitioned to focus on transportation planning. Employed by Manatee County since 2008,
John works on long-term capital planning and financing for growth-related infrastructure and services. As a
minister, he is passionate about educating people of faith about the role a healthy environment plays in our
communities. Away from work, John enjoys time with his wife and sons, playing guitar, and mountain biking.
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