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Summary

Meeting goals

There were many goals for the workshop.
* Engage resident stakeholders in watershed
management planning and help them to

Meeting debrief notes

At the meeting’s conclusion, staff and consultants met to
debrief. Included in the discussion were Kelly Westover,
Rob Wright, Jack Merriam, Hans Zarbock, Tony Janicki

become watershed champions.

* Explain the project.

* Encourage open dialogue and examine
together the possibilities that will improve
Roberts Bay North.

* Explain things individuals and organizations
can do.

* Frame discussion in non-scientific terms.

* Find ways to involve the community.

Guests were greeted by staff and team members as
they entered, then were seated auditorium style for the
opening session, which included introductory remarks,
a PowerPoint presentation with three speakers, and

a breakout session. Linda Larsen asked guests how
they learned of the meeting. All but one indicated they
learned through the newspaper, one by invitation.

After the PowerPoint presentation and a question

and answer period, attendees were divided into four
breakout groups to rotate among four stations,
representing the four areas of focus: water quality,
water supply, flood protection and natural systems.
County staff and/or consultants led the small groups
in brief discussions about their specific areas. Attendees
voted with a single dot at each station for the topic they
considered most important. It was noted that more than
one commented they needed more dots, as each area
was important to address.

and Judy LaMee. Observations offered:

Many of meeting goals were met.

Audience was generally well informed.

Good job putting materials together.

Could do better explaining “dot” voting method.

Questions/issues raised by attendees:

All topics in breakout sessions are important.
Need to do them all.

Need to increase public education campaign
regarding enforcement.

Get landscapers to comply with regulations
regarding fertilizer and yard waste.

Attendee wants to know where to find rain
barrels, cisterns.

Surtax funds: can they be used for stormwater
reuse, perhaps in the form of citizen rebates?
Press: If I put in bioswale, will the county haul the
dirt away? Perhaps the county can find use for it.
Roger Drouin, Sarasota Herald-Tribune, will
write on sedimentation and monitor the

results of meeting follow-up.

Hans wants to get the historic 1974 report on
hydrology of Grand Canal System mentioned by
one of the attendees. Wants to post it to Water Atlas
website.

Pond near fire department on Siesta Key needs
NEST approach/solution. This could easily
become a demonstration project.

Attendance * One attendee wants to do volunteer monitoring
» Approximately 33 members of the public of chlorophyll
attended.
* We now have e-mail addresses for 20 Follow-u p

interested parties.
* One media representative attended, for

* Need to keep connected with meeting attendees.
Get back to this audience with:

the Herald-Tribune. Roger Drouin indicated 1. Meeting proceedings.

his newspaper would be interested in a larger 2. What you can do regarding the dots.
article once actual work begins. He wrote an

article prior to the meeting, but distribution Loaisticall

was limited to the South Sarasota section of ogistically

the paper. It was not available online.

South Gate Association meeting location was
convenient, appropriate. Can accommodate
approximately 100.

Need bell or microphone to avoid shouting at
audience.



Feedback

* Most attendees stayed to participate in the breakout

discussions.

* Survey summary follows in Table 1 - Meeting

survey results.

¢ Comment card notes included in bullet list below.

* Online survey results begin on page 4.

Table 1 - Meeting survey results

Feedback

Statement Responses Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree
| now understand more about watersheds and

watershed management than | did before the 14% (2/14) 72% (10/14) 14% (2/14)

meeting.

The speakers were well prepared. 72% (10/14) 28% (4/14)

The information was clear and easy to 57% (8/14) 43% (6/14)

understand.

The meeting place and time were 64% (9/14) 29% (4/14) 7% (U/14)

convenient.

Survey comments from attendees:

+ Well presented. The individual breakout Q&As were probably even more helpful. Good handouts also.

+ Please have the appropriate staffer contact me regarding labeling storm drains “runs into the bay.” Thank you!

+ Very well done. Great to see the county involved in this area. Keep it up. Would like to see the county involved in rain barrel program.
+ The workshop was very informative. It's encouraging to know things are being done to improve the bay

and the watershed.

+ Have real concerns about sediment buildup in Phillippi Creek.

+ Good presentation. Hope there is follow through.

+ Very good start for me. Hope the county puts some clout into lawns being over-watered especially if there is a well. Where can

| purchase a barrel - plastic?

+ I'm pleased that you want to improve the quality of runoff. | would like to help to establish the canal system to more than an

open sewer.

+ LID standards — where are they? What's taking so long?

+ My interest is in the grand canal of Siesta Key. It was originally for passing artesian well water to Roberts Bay. There is very little
artesian wells today and so impossible to go back. The question is what should be are [our] goals for the canal system.

+ We're members of NEST and are doing many things talked about today because of that. Why are you using Styrofoam cups?

+ Introduce some type of medical prescription disposal-like site at doctor offices or drug stores.



Feedback

Table 2 - Breakout session votes

Attendees voted on which topics they considered most important with red dots, one dot per topic. The most popular topic is bold.

Topic Number of Votes Facilitator(s)

Water Quality John Ryan and Tony Janicki

* Monitoring

+ Nutrients and runoff

+ Low impact techniques 11

Natural Systems Mike Jones and Aubrey Phillips

+ Natural lands 6

* Florida Yards and Neighborhoods

+ Aquatic habitat conservation 7

Water Supply Tony Dawood

* Drinking water sources 3

+ Conservation 11

+ Stormwater reuse 5

Flood Protection Scott Woodman and Hans Zarbock

* Increase porous surfaces 12

+ Capital improvement program 5
Workshop attendees” comments and votes centered A three-question survey was posted at scgov.net
on low impact development techniques, managing beginning Feb. 8, 2008 as an additional way to gather
sediment, protecting habitat and conserving drinking input from the community. Individual responses
water to protect the creeks and bays in the Roberts Bay ~ follow in Table 3.
North watershed.

Table 3 - Online survey comments

1. What are your concerns?

+ Saving wildlife and humans

+ | aminterested in increasing the reduction of fertilizers, pesticides, and sewage from entering our waterways. | would like to see more
improvements in the area of storm water ponds, the reduction of exotic plants and the continued purchasing and protecting wetlands
via the county’s ESLPP program.

+ The fish species has gone down over the past 20 years. Higher quality fish species have given way less desirable ones.

+ What's happening to Midnight Pass project?

+ Fertilizer runoffl

+ Pollution and access for county residents.

+ Stormwater going directly into Phillippi Creek and the poor resident fish population

+ Pollution and access for county residents.



Feedback

Table 3 - Online survey comments

1. What are your concerns? (cont.)

+ 1. Fertilizer run-off (Commercial and home owner) [County Ordinance was a great move, now education, monitoring, and
enforcement are necessary], 2. Pesticides applied adjacent to -or- to ditches, canals, creeks, and other connected water features.
[County IPM ordinance should aid in reducing amount and choosing better herbicides for County maintained areas. But, what are
other individuals/communities doing? How can they be incorporated in the process of making the best choices], 3. Parrot feather,
wild taro, waterlettuce, water hyacinth and other exotics seem to be increasing in this watershed (as well as the county as a whole).
Additionally, Brazilian Pepper(as well as invasive grasses) use the canal/ditch/creek banks that are repeatedly cleared as a reservoir
that they spread from. A more coordinated effort to reduce invasives could increase natives, improve stormwater issues, and water
quality as it moves toward the bay. 4. Keep with better designed mitigation projects and continue with purchasing quality wetlands
(ELSPP). [County has been making a great effort in this but with budget concerns may consider doing less. But, it is worth it to spend
more to have a better watershed)]

+ | was born here/raised here....you are doing rock rip/rap on a bird island, saying it is caused by boats...where are your heads at...
that island has been diminishing in size since Midnight Pass closed. The shear volume of water going in/out of Big Pass and Venice
Inlet has caused the erosion...who are you guys who figure this out?

+ pollution/run-off

+ Code enforcement is in disarray and ill trained. County rules force people to build eco-destroying structures in order to get a permit.
IE. Since | replaced a 20 year old rotting boat slip lift with a kayak dock on my own property | am told that | must take it down and
must now place the dock out into the canal or replace it with another motorized boat lift. Or, | can extend the seawall and fill in the
old slip with dirt, or | can build a new dock to 25% of the distance across the canal(app23ft) right of way. Does this make sense?
This is county-wide. The rules need to be green friendly and not punish the green group, or the fish and wildlife.

+ Everything in this county is being done for the wealthy & attracting the wealthy. LARGE condo’s on the water, leaving no public
access! They are being built right up to the water! We're losing mangroves too. The county even allows industrial parks right up
against the “supposed wild” areas, like the bird preserve. Obviously, those that plan our county aren’t the brightest lightbulbs in
the box!

+ Taxes

+ | live one block from the bay on Vamo Drive which dead ends at Little Sarasota or Roberts Bay (not sure which). | have lived here
since 1992 and have seen the bay become more and more polluted due to both fertilizer runoff and the lack of tidal action to name
two factors. What has happened to the proposal to reopen Midnight Pass? Surely enough studies have been done by now to
determine that it would benefit our stagnant waters between New Pass and Venice Pass to dredge it out.

+ There are not enough boat launches ( and parking spaces for trailers ) for all those who want access to the bay. The bay should be
available to all of the Sarasota County residents....not just the wealthy.

+ The fish are disappearing along with places to fish from the shore

+ | am a partner in a company called Get Microsolutions based in Co. We have two products called Get Green and Get Growing that
the residents of Sarasota County can spray on their lawns and have green grass with no!! pollution. The products consist of selected
natural microorganisms that will not pollute the environment! We call them people, pet and planet safe! If you want your county
residents to be able to do something about the water pollution that you are experiencing you need to talk to me and let me
demonstrate how our products Get Green and Get Growing can eliminate pollution that occurs when synthetic commercial fertilizers
are applied to lawns in your county. My challenge to you is to do something by calling me and allowing me to bring these products
to the lawns in your county. We offer a 100% money back guarantee on our products because they work. You get green grass
without pollution! Thanks for your time and consideration! | hope that you are serious about your concern and effort to protect your
water resources from pollution and will give me a call.
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Table 3 - Online survey comments

2. What are you doing now for the watershed?

N/A

My family and | are trying to use the least amount of water needed to water our grass and plants, watering at night and only on certain
days. We also make sure we only use the least harmful fertilizer out there, and even with that, we use the smallest amount needed.
Not using fertilizer.

| reduced my grass areas down to 10 percent of my yard.

Use no fertilizers. Minimal use of pesticides and never near waterfeatures.

Use Florida friendly and Native plants that require less resources.

Participate in coastal clean up efforts.

Speak to local groups/ attempt to educate others about these issues.

Contributing to the discussion on Midnight Pass. Not using lawn fertilizer. Voting out the Republicans!

Being more mindful of when to use “enhancements” on my lawn.

Why should | when you do not spend my 30k in taxes well....who are you?

| have a green yard and kayak dock of ecofriendly wood (the dock on 21 yr old pilings from a 1987 permitted boat lift in my own yard
boat slip) (which the county insists | must take down) | use no fertilizer and have about 5 yrs ago planted Florida-friendly plants within
10-20 ft of the canal. Nothing from my yard will enter the canal. | generally eat from my no-pesticide garden.

My family never pollutes. Never water our lawn, that’s for snooty people that want to impress their neighbors! We actually clean up
others messes around area ponds, etc. We do not use chemicals of any sort on our lawn either. Once again, too many people trying to
keep up appearances, ruin it for everyone.

In the years that | have lived on this property | have never used any commercial fertilizers nor insecticides (my property is nearly

an acre of mostly native plants). My yard has been organic for so long that dragonflies take care of the mosquitoes and ladybugs eat
whatever aphids appear. Though | have and have had a well | only hand water sparingly when | have new plantings.

Pay taxes

Eliminated all lawn chemicals

| enjoy being there as often as possible, and support any efforts to improve or preserve it

Not polluting the ditches and swells that lead to it.

3. What would you be willing to do?

Perhaps a county marketing education campaign explaining if “you dump you drink” and post signs along watersheds and creeks for
awareness.

Reduce use of grass area/fertilizer even further. This is OUR county, and we need to keep it beautiful, so | would most likely be willing
to do whatever’s needed.

More of same

Volunteer. Sacrifice. Pay higher taxes.

| am willing to what | am currently doing and more. If the county can lead with more programs and work with other agencies to make
the watershed better, | will support it in every way | can.

Use them less often.

| will support ANY effort to open Midnight Pass again. | was on a jetski last year after a lot of rain....the bays are all interconnected as
you know--but when | taste the water in Little Sarasota Bay and it is FRESH tasting....I do not know what to say...estuaries? Jeez, we
had more shrimp in the Midnight Pass then we could catch in the ‘70's, my question is WHAT WILL YOU DO !

I would be willing to work with a green education group in an attempt to educate folks re the dangers of not protecting the environment.
I would also like to help a committee rewrite the county regulations to be more eco-friendly and to reward the folks who try to protect
the environment, rather that punish them.



Table 3 - Online survey comments

3. What would you be willing to do? (cont.)

Feedback

+ Applaud when those waterside mausoleums are torn down. And also when our waterways are acceptable to the “masses” and
accessable for those that aren't filthy wealthy & greedy!!! I'd really like to see equal amounts of public access as there are private.

+ Sell them some swampland for 5.1 million
+ Support storm water improvements.
+ How can | help?

+ Educate the public about how they hurt our waterways even if they don't live near them

Survey responses centered around the following topics:

* Conservation of habitat and wildlife.

* County and private landscape management.

* Stormwater runoff pollution and the effect on
water quality in estuary.

* Public access to water.

Some of the ways Sarasota County is working to address
conservation of habitat and wildlife is through the
Environmentally Sensitive Lands Protection Program
and by encouraging residents to create native buffers
along water courses. Florida Yards and Neighborhoods
principles are promoted throughout the county through
the Cooperative Extension Office to increase native
plants and reduce stormwater pollution from our yards.
Sarasota County has partnered with the Southwest
Florida Water Management District to develop a Low
Impact Development Manual for new and redevelopment
in our area to change the way we build things today.

Many participants expressed an interest in volunteering
to protect the health of our creeks and bays. The
Neighborhood Environmental Stewardship Team
Program (NEST) works with residents every day to
protect and improve our watersheds. Contact Rob
Wright at 941-861-0929 or rwright@scgov.net.

Next steps:

Participants can stay updated on the watershed plan
development by going to scgov.net, clicking on County
A-Z, and click on “W” for “watersheds”. On the water-
shed page, click on the Roberts Bay North watershed on
the map.

All workshop materials will be available for download
on the website.

Please contact Kelly Westover, Project Manager, at
941-861-0526 or kwestover@scgov.net with any questions
on the Roberts Bay North Watershed Management Plan.

The next meeting is expected to take place sometime in
the fall of 2009.
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Meeting publicity

* A three-question online survey was posted to * County page ad ran Sunday, March 9.
scgov.net Feb. 8. * E-mail blast from Neighborhoods office was sent on
* E-mail blast from Neighborhoods office was sent March 10, correcting location info in county ad.
on Feb. 19. * The meeting info was posted on scgov.net March 10.
¢ Invitations were mailed to homeowner associations * Roger Drouin, Sarasota Herald-Tribune, wrote an
on Feb. 29. article March 12 for the South Sarasota section.
* FYI video scripted, shot and aired two weeks prior * Watersheds Web page at scgov.net went live
to meeting. Dave Hannon produced. March 13.
* Guest column, authored by Jack Merriam, appeared ¢ Stan Zimmerman, Pelican Press, wrote an article
in Sarasota Herald-Tribune Sunday, March 9, and in March 13 about the meeting and described Roberts
the Pelican Press Thursday, March 13. Bay North “a mess.”
* Press release was distributed on March 4. * Roger Drouin, Sarasota Herald-Tribune, wrote a
* Phone chats were initiated with Zac Anderson and follow-up article March 19 for the South Sarasota
Roger Drouin, Sarasota Herald-Tribune, and Stan section.
Zimmerman, Pelican Press to encourage premeeting
coverage. See following pages for articles printed in local media
outlets.

Sarasota Herald-Tribune
Sunday, March 9, 2008

What:  Roberts Bay North Public Workshop

When:  9-11 a.m., Saturday

Where: Southgate Community Association, 3145 Southgate Circle, Sarasota

Details: Phone the Sarasota County Call Center at (941) 861-5000 and ask to speak to someone about watersheds.

Public workshop will look at health of creeks and bays
Interested?

By Jack Merriam, Guest Columnist

As Florida residents, we are richly blessed with nature’s bounty. On any given day, we have many choices of how to spend our
time enjoying it.

Without leaving home, we can marvel at the activities of varied species of migratory birds. With a bit more effort, we can cast a
fishing line into bays, streams or the Gulf. Swimming, boating, water-skiing and parasailing appeal to many. Biking and hiking
along natural and manmade trails offer opportunities for exercise while basking in the beauties of our area’s nature.

Yet those who have lived here for more than a handful of years know that many of these riches have diminished over time, that
the habitat that supports our wildlife has shrunk and that many of our water bodies are less than pristine. Human activity is
directly responsible for much of this loss, if not directly through our own actions, then through our choices as consumers: the
cars we drive, the roads we drive on, the recreational activities we choose, the homes we live in -- and more.

(cont. on next page)
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Sarasota County has launched a series of watershed studies to develop the proper science and community-based vision as a
foundation for formulating, evaluating, prioritizing and implementing watershed management actions. We're calling our water-
shed program “Our creeks and bays: love ‘em or lose ‘em.” It's that important.

At the most basic level, a watershed is defined as the land area that drains into a stream, pond, reservoir, bay or other body of
water. Each of us lives in a watershed.

Sarasota County will host a public workshop to discuss the Roberts Bay North Watershed from 9-11 a.m. Saturday at the
Southgate Community Association, 3145 Southgate Circle, in Sarasota. County staff, engineers and environmentalists and
interested residents will work together to understand the issues and to propose ways they can work together toward acceptable
solutions.

Interestingly, Sarasota County has two water bodies named Roberts Bay. To further confuse the issue, the two bays are not
connected with each other in any way. This workshop will discuss the land and water bodies that drain into the Roberts Bay
North watershed, which consists of Phillippi Creek, Matheny Creek and Siesta Key and is completely separate from Roberts
Bay, which lies in Nokomis.

Ditching and draining for agriculture and flood control during the early to mid-20th century have impacted the watershed’s
natural topography. The watershed has also been affected by septic systems and private waste-water treatment plants. We
monitor such things as water quality, and also the presence of seagrasses and juvenile oyster populations as we evaluate the
condition of our creeks and bays. These indicators reveal a great deal.

New development and redevelopment in Sarasota County benefit from recent storm-water and landscaping regulations. Low-
impact design manages storm water on individual lots by capturing rainfall on site. This approach closely mimics nature by
helping to control downstream flooding, reducing water pollution and the imbalance of fresh and salt water in the estuaries.
The county’s landscape and fertilizer management ordinances prescribe appropriate plant materials, as well as fertilizer type
and application schedule.

Fortunately, we also know there are many common-sense actions individuals and groups can take that, collectively, can make
a big difference in the overall health of our water bodies. These activities start at our own homes, in our own yards.

County-sponsored programs such as Keep Sarasota County Beautiful, NEST (Neighborhood Environmental Stewardship
Teams) and Florida Yards & Neighborhoods, provide assistance and opportunities for individuals and groups to work toward
improving the conditions in our creeks and bays. These groups schedule events and can also help you to plan your own, rang-
ing from litter pickups to shoreline planting to removing invasive species to selecting the right plant materials for your

own projects.

Awareness is the first step. Understanding that our actions today influence our ability to enjoy these valuable -- and limited --
natural resources tomorrow is key. Working together, and only through working together, can we reverse the harmful trends of
years past. This work is important in all the county’s watersheds. At the Saturday workshop, we'll focus on Roberts Bay North,
but the others are no less significant. Attend the workshop or contact us to learn more about how you or your group can get
involved.

Jack Merriam is manager, Sarasota County Water Resources. E-mail: jmerriam@scgov.net
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Pelican Press

Thursday, March 13, 2008

Our creeks and bays: love’em or lose’em

By Jack Merriam

As Sarasota County residents, we are richly blessed with nature’s bounty. On any given day, we have many choices of how to
spend our time enjoying it.

Without leaving home, we can marvel at the activities of varied species of migratory birds. With a bit more effort, we can cast a
fishing line into bays, streams or gulf. Swimming, boating, water skiing and parasailing appeal to many. Biking and hiking along
natural and manmade trails offer opportunities for exercise and basking in the beauties of our area’s nature at the same time.

Yet those who have lived here for more than a handful of years know that many of these riches have diminished over time, that
the habitat that supports our wildlife has shrunk and that many of our water bodies are less than pristine. Human activity is
directly responsible for much of this loss, if not directly through our own actions, then through our choices as consumers: the
cars we drive, the roads we drive on, the recreational activities we choose, the homes we live in - and more.

Sarasota County has launched a series of watershed studies to develop the proper science and community-based vision as a
foundation for formulating, evaluating, prioritizing and implementing watershed management actions. We're calling our water-
shed program “Our creeks and bays: love ‘em or lose ‘em.” It's that important.

At the most basic level, a watershed is defined as the land area that drains into a stream, pond, reservoir, bay or other body or
water. Each of us lives in a watershed.

Sarasota County will host a public workshop to discuss the Roberts Bay North Watershed from 9-11 a.m., Saturday, March 15,
at the Southgate Community Association, 3145 Southgate Circle. County staff, engineers and environmentalists and interested
area residents will work together to understand the issues and to propose ways they can work together toward acceptable
solutions.

Interestingly, Sarasota County has two water bodies named Roberts Bay. To further confuse the issue, the two bays are not
connected with each other in any way. This workshop will discuss the land and water bodies that drain into the Roberts Bay
North watershed, which consists of Phillippi Creek, Matheny Creek and Siesta Key, and is completely separate from Roberts
Bay, which lies in Nokomis.

(cont. on next page)
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Ditching and draining for agriculture and flood control during the early to mid-20th century have impacted the watershed’s
natural topography. The watershed has also been affected by septic systems and private wastewater treatment plants. We
monitor such things as water quality, and also the presence of seagrasses and juvenile oyster populations as we evaluate the
condition of our creeks and bays. These indicators reveal a great deal.

New development and redevelopment in Sarasota County benefit from recent stormwater and landscaping regulations. Low-
impact design manages stormwater on individual lots by capturing rainfall on site. This approach closely mimics nature by
helping to control downstream flooding, reducing water pollution and the imbalance of fresh and salt water in the estuaries.
The county’s landscape and fertilizer management ordinances prescribe appropriate plant materials, as well as fertilizer type
and application schedule.

Fortunately, we also know there are many common-sense activities individuals and groups can take that, collectively, can make
a big difference in the overall health of our water bodies. These activities start at our own homes, in our own yards.

County-sponsored programs such as Keep Sarasota County Beautiful, NEST (Neighborhood Environmental Stewardship
Teams) and Florida Yards & Neighborhoods, provide assistance and opportunities for individuals and groups to work toward
improving the conditions in our creeks and bays. These groups schedule events and can also help you to plan your own,
ranging from litter pickups to shoreline planting to removing invasive species to selecting the right plant materials for your
own projects.

Awareness is the first step. Understanding that our actions today influence our ability to enjoy these valuable — and limited —
natural resources tomorrow is key. Working together, and only through working together, can we reverse the harmful trends
of years past. This work is important in all the county’s watersheds. At the March 15 workshop, we'll focus on Roberts Bay
North, but the others are no less significant. Attend the workshop or contact us to learn more about how you or your group
can get involved.

* Jack Merriam is manager of Sarasota County Water Resources.

11
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Sarasota Herald-Tribune South Sarasota page
Wednesday, March 12, 2008

By ROGER DROUIN
roger.drovini@heraldiribune.com
SARASOTA
eventy-seven percent of
the Roberts Bay North
Watershed area iz devel-
oped with homes or business-
s, And now, county officials
are working on a plan that
would improve water quality
in the entire G0-squarc-mile
arca that is the most urbanized
watershed in the county.

The final plan could result
in several smaller projects all
working in’ conjunction to fil-
ter water draining into creeks
and eventually Sarasota Eay.

One  possibility  includes
projects that restore pative
marsh areas, which [ilter rain-
water before it drains into wa-
terways.

Other changes can be as sim-
ple as a volunteer program ina
neighborhood bordering Phil-
lippi Creek so that residents
work with the county to plant
native landscaping.

"W are trying to figure out
what is best for the water-
shed,” said Kelly Westover, en-
vironmental specialist with Sa-
rasota County.

"“We're focusing on  the
health of the erceks and the
bay.”

A public workshop Satur-
day is the first step in the plan-
ning process.

“We're poing to use the pub-
lic input when we implement
the plan — what are the possi-
bilities we all sce for the fu-
ture,” Westover said.

The planning phase of the
watershed project is estimated
o cost $600,000, with the
Southwest Florida Water Man-
agement  District paying for
half. After the initial planning
phase, funding iz available for
projects as part of the infra-

STANT PRI # 0N LA T TS0M 7 rohuimatl sssiisaralainbuns com
The Roberts Bay North Watershed plan could resull in other projects, afbeit much smaller, along
Fhillippl Creek that resemble this Gebery Fields marsh restoration area on Fruitville Road in Sarasola.

Ensuring health
for a watershed
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STAFF MAP  BARITY MCARTHY

INTERACTIVE WORKSHOP

Garasota County invites residents
b discuss the Robarts Bay North
‘Walershed,

Time: 9 to 11 a.m. Saturday

Place: South Gate Communily
Association, 345 South Gate Clrele,
Sarasoin.

structure sales tax, which vot-
ers renewed in November,
The Celery Fields near
Fruitville Road, east of Inter-
state 75, is one example of a
large project to improve water

Bostonians Alice Morgan,
Charles Kogan, Bea Kogan

and Dane Morgan watch birds
from the Palmer Boulevard
observation deck that
overiooks the Celery Fields
flood control ponds in Sarasola
alang Phillippi Craak. Restoring
such rative marsh areas holps
to filter rainwater befora it
enters area creeks and
streams.

quality and reduce flooding af-
ter heavy rains.

The county restored the na-
tive marsh environment at Cel-
ery Fields — 380 acres named
for its former agricultural use.

Here, for acres and acres,
tall grass lines Phillippi Creck
and birds gather.

The Roberts Bay Morth Wa-
tershed plan could result in
similar — albeit much smaller
— projects along the creck.

One key element to this plan
is finding a balance between
water quality, flood control
and the opportunity to re-use
rainwater  for  irrigation,
Westover said,
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Publicity

Pelican Press
Thursday, March 13, 2008

There’s lots to do and this is the time to do it

By Stan Zimmerman
“Holy High Water, Batman! There’s a lot of stuff happening on and about local waters.”
“You're right, Robin. Button up the Batmobile and let's dive in.”

15 March: Ever wonder where all our water pollution comes from? The answer will surprise you. You'll find out on Saturday
at a community workshop sponsored by Sarasota County. It will examine the health and fate of a body of water you've
probably never heard of - “North Roberts Bay.”

You've seen it a thousand times, though. It lies south of the Siesta Key Bridge down to where Point Crisp juts into the bay.
In other words, it's the bay behind most of Siesta Key. It is shallow and narrow, and its watershed - the area draining into

it - contains roughly half the population of Sarasota County. A gasoline spill on I-75 eventually ends up in North Roberts Bay.
Plus septic tanks, fertilizer, ad infinitum.

While Sarasota Bay has experienced a dramatic recovery in water quality, North Roberts Bay is a mess. Find out what you
can do to help. 9 a.m., Saturday, 3145 Southgate Circle. You know it better as the traffic circle at the east end of Siesta
Drive on the mainland, you know, where Siesta Drive ends in a circle at Tuttle Avenue; 3145 is about 1 o’clock on the circle
if you're heading north on Tuttle. For info go to the county call center (861-5000) and ask about North Roberts Bay.

Robin: “Why can’t we call it Siesta Bay, Batman?”

~
Il
Batman: “Whatever you call it, that's where the Siesta Key Sailing h— E
Club races. The February series winner was Neptunita under Hans - E
Wockenfuss with the power of a fully battened mainsail. Second . § Manatoe County
place went to Dick Fox in Dad’s Therapy. Goofy weather condensed o -"»___F s
the seven-race series into four. Competition begins again in April.” - b Hyakia fivg——————
e Sarasota County
Content © 2008 Pelican Press i ¥ e f
oy 8 N
% \. r :I.r _.:lf--_--- | |
s J l:.'ﬂll’ B oy

13



L - -

i
s - ;.f'-"-;'\-"l'.'-' j!."-‘”-ll‘l-l:?-l":."!-:a ¥ -
) g T L e T et i i SRk
L] (% - - » -...‘IF .- -
=

. 1 SR e
' -

e e N
= o,

Publicity

Sarasota Herald-Tribune South Sarasota page
Wednesday, March 19, 2008

SHeraldTribune

media group

get mora out of life | every day

(AL T TR R R ¢ RO A TN

e e in & canal near ithe Callary Fisids Sicod oonrol ponds of

[Pralippd Crsi. T Pk Dwpsartrrssnt off Frovirgrmamnt sl Frogection
recantly BEted T crii and Robais Biry i "imgdirid willerwiyi,”
el P Gty hesi @ worieshop Satanciry b cEsOuss Imprsmieniz.

Residents urge work
to improve watershed

BT FROM 15 “People move here
1 the will take am In-  because they love the
\ depth book at the quality of Wi hey
tendad by sbout 50 residents. k‘- g e 'k uh
T past, the cousty i
o Eod off ity ELUER RAAR ¢ RASEY A Ty | o eod con, g;_rcennrlhertnarnﬂ
projectio wcr qual trol but spent very Btk moe=  tide bloom, no one
Wmmmbodtrmn . | i et b o e e 2 ke it
Frizy
Abcat 43 nt of the st A WT Liie
gity's residents live in the small things they can do o i 8 i ahe, sakd Jack W o0unty environmental manager
walerihid, It help flter pollutasis froen the -
is nbun the st urbamived wa-  wsterwaye igper with e cousity.
vershed in the coany. As part of the wabrmdbaed “Prople movve here bocause  croek, bt o fandisg shorufall
=W barep i da " plan, cousty oificials will com- mh'n'lhrh]'.'uﬂ'h: haa slowed the project. and
s Jobmnic Walloer, a n list of by e 'mrmmu aily about 4 percent of the
gulde xnd pCERT T by the ihere b a red Bo  eepls tanks Bave Been oof-
reildent. *We can't keep gpo-  salos tax renewed by vosters in one Hes it werted L the counly's sowage
ing the way we are” The woak  Movember. Possible projects fen a Sara-  wpdlem
han o start with individaal inchede the restoration of pa-  stanative and coginemr, mid =~ The tanks
homscowmers, - said Walker,  thve wetlands. e werruld Lk 1o cannlinsae o bea Mer-
wha plasts native But beffore (Bl thos prefects that have lew of  dam said,
ing and wics fertiliver e comsulting firme by  am lmpect on the esvion-  Caboline Philips, whe a2
maﬁmhﬂhﬂ mamt. Saturday’'s
The thing the county EEE BY O 20 Marmower asphalt and bet-  sald Shesta Key residenis have
lﬂmmw a responsibility 1o ke
wiys bo cresle bowe g wterwaarcie off thee emrvinon-
roadwrays. e
mﬁti:lmhlhqrﬂ Sl aabdl Ir infharises her e
hive been a ery time she
source of polhsion in ke workers [T
The Is workdng nals of boabors wf:
oEE oF
place :ltﬂj:mht adong e .mdndhmltw::h




Graphic Materials

Invitation Front

Our creeks and E?ay/s':

love ‘em

Learn how you
can help improve
the future of
Roberts Bay North.

Sax%ata County
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Graphic Materials

Invitation Inside

We need, your help!

itati where you
n Invitation to a workshop
:::1! Ilrc’-laam more about risks 10 Robert's Bay )
porth and how we can protict and imprave |
by warking together. o
Starmwater that anters our bays -.-,am::.:
sorts of unhealthy -s.ubs'.:ln:e:t._ IFi':-:' wr:nn'i-l <
rd waste, pesticide and Terty
::uilute aur water bodies, Roberts Bay North
suffers from these pollutants.
Government cannot solve the problem alone.
To be effective, we must work 1ogether m’em
find and implement long-tem, joint saluti
for improving the health of our ba: m
i joi art 13
Wil you join us to become a g
m‘lu:;uon'l' 1t's too important — far auf 'I:.n'y'
health and our property values - not to.
This interactive mrlull;:p M:L:.ﬁ:-ﬂ:dem
discussion facilitated by com
i i taff, to get
tists, engineers and county ¥ 5
:::;unt an wtr:gt you think could - and ﬂwuhb?:l
be accomplished there, and W::: ¢::ur P
i atershed.
hieve the goal. It's your w. _
:;n!wnmnent to the success of any project we
develop there is vital.
rlicipation on
W look forward to your pa
March 15. Please tell your nelghbors about
thic opportunity.

Public Meeting for Roberts Bay North
Saturday, March 15
9am.-11am.
Southgate Community Association
3145 Southgate Circle

=i, Manaiea County
\__‘ 'L_———-———--- .
Sarasota County — =]
Myalka River
Wakerdted !
Blasiih Pl |
[ i
_.":f JI \ !
N Charorie County

Watershed survey

We would like 1o know your concerns about the watershed even
it you cannot attend the meeting. Log on to www.segov.net,

A map to the meeding sehe i peted on the back
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Invitation Back

Contact information
For meare infosrmation abowt this
meeting contadt the Saravota County
Call Centir at 941-851-5000 and ask
Sisouil Roberts Bay Morth

Pl |-||# J},ﬁ- ] o Tagma S

] Wi
O ‘H:' " 1;; Repar e
- s 8
5 ey .
LA et O G
N.‘\b‘ [ L

e i f'
‘qj
Sauthgale Community Adtotiation
3145 Southgate Circle

sty ! Meianph S 25t Jirads ialer Klrumierieed deiliad
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R B Soan'y [oonaraing Furales] oy
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Handout Front

Sarasota County Watershed Story: Roberts Bay North

Our creeks and é'ay:.-
love e or lose ‘et

arasona County's ancscape i defmed in laroe mbasune by
S:hc hundrods of waterways - bays, crecks, canak and ponds
that connect 1o make up cur walersheds.

& waatersned i the land area that draing mto & sbream, pand, resendir,
Exy o otheer Loy of water, Rain that falk withon (he weatsisbied 5
dalivered through small swales and ditchis to tibutanes that Bow 19 our
bays. It is important to recognize that the things wo al do on the land |
affect the guality of our watersheds, inclueding Robests Bay North = and
our ovam guality of life

Today Sarawata County is examin'ng all our county’s watersheds 1o
determing the hest plan for restocing their health, to the queatest estant
possible. As we perform those examinations, we inie you 1o jon

us in deveiaping effectve solutions that will reverse hammiful trends

1hat thieaten sea life habital and waber quality, Govenme

CAN'T oham th solutions Aone, We nesd your help |

Roberts Bﬂ'y Novthy: its challenges and opportunities

Ang pod dvvare: Fat Sansendta County has teeo
e hodee Aameed Roherts Bay? SN0 D
Furihes qoriene the B, the o bays ae
ral penaected with sach otbar o afy vaay!
For thi dacuision, v dre describeng 1he land
and witer boderh Pl didsn o 03 Robert Bay
Morth, o Buntrated on the map,

Aacreaticral bodters erber thin imall, shallow
oy bor fruheng, shiing and vesmming throuch
o WYACTIALE AP [ L KL
extem e namigeble corah snd bayous. There
ey e undmlaped lands and mancpos
foresis o enplose. A an evtuary, wiere fresh
and jalt veater mix a5 meet, the Bay
provarkes wilal halital = 3 g nunery = for
P, ahall il el wicile. Tho fucery i,
soday, ot rak

rban dewlopmert thoughout the
vaitershed ht LeDughE mayor change v
e pagt 50 pean Matodsl sras wene

Earvind o rpsderdal, commeital,
agrauctural grd pubic wse e, The

e Et e o At completety Dull out now,
vy Fevey natunal areas remain Theve & litile
ratuical mangies Raletal I, % wawalll Roawe
hardened the shoreline i may place
Aty rafural Ureired wee rharraksed for
agroriune, food conmil and mosgeic
cnrtral, sedae wirler orage os Wil
rodkiee, LAy rantal in Course s the By
rune iaphy, welhoul benelt of nalng
filratien. Ths actiety resulbed s greatly
ERpAnes WAl Boundane.

Tostlry Roszerrts Bty Merth it Liger
gt of wales from st urbansred

et i, Tl Coriidssid il wl
sorrmyater unall, wasteswater plart
PR A W TR have degranee
e puaily of hal wale

RS Cinrly & FRLE IR WA
wnllsenges by coraokdating the wasievater

Roberts Bay

North
Watershed

Dona/
‘bp Aoberts Bay |
Slesta Key . I‘E%rnhuu

T

ta County

"

vt andd widioig wath neghborhoods
i rapline eusting sopoc tancs with iarstary
SR SECTCR. 3 IXORRD] BrpRCied B e
1) oo e yEars

Thae Lty wems b impeiend wir ratral
draabrg chised Yadnaghe Pacs o tre
wenrtan. g nf St Koy The st o
vechured tickal Bowy imo and oot of e
Roterti Bay Mok porhon of Savasala
ooty Lithe Sarwnta Bay

Asp resdents, boikders and dewelopen
Pty S 4 i i Thimassn cue wss
Wit rcw caur veaber quesiay when they bull
s wals, moaeh, sidevalics s othey
hardéned sl aces song with aordos. and
higgh thup gurtimedial bubdiogs thal delies
oA COmIT LAY |

Wemeethrcbess, roure peuple and mone
development kave plioed groater sess on
Al o P BT, LG N
dimerished swetlincs and sncread
qunititied o palicrints riraducnd inls o
warkpryeids, nciiding Roberts Hag Mo
Ty v b 4 opportuniy

i ORIy = T P fhoas

urtealthy bends
FHnms e unoer vay ra wall Fenade row
development and 1 spmEnt in

Sarsera County, & % fom ol recant
sinnmevter and kachcaping requliion
Lirev-rrmipat detag mariges dormmaler o
el oy by capturng rental on e
This apgroach Thndly MIMCs Ratuee by
helpng to cortrl dowrairesm flooding.
inusing wate® poliution and T mbalieo
of fresh and 188 waber i the et

Tha enaity’s linchsaoe and fortln
mandgement orfirances Sescribe
speeiae i malerat, o owell &
fertleer type ond apohotion schedule.

TEE oty s npaeng efen 1o deveios
tomgrehernie walerined mansgeTent
plar wal pretect hd Fepnov wklie
quaiey lederg of wiithin Fe Roberis, Bay
Horth wartershed

Get inwolved. today.
Become a
watershed champion!
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Thie b 0f s wamir biodiers i 45 et
n et responaible for abtracting us o,
o RaoDing us o, Saruts Couety, Our
ey Do fbaie sl andly 1o our
puality ol We anl, 1 re small medr,
40 mcreansd property walies o

The mam enangy, trEhoiais and
dstction e can rally (o chamson bhay
Eapalth, the greater the Moo o
TV DT By nurtning gur
eEPek s Al B 1oy, we el
entance T poastdtes bon moren's
angayTnire, Wan' you an te alfor?
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Thane coporiLrites hen fn
induridask, whooh h Sutors;

i, T
develooets and afers A buly srdessul long
termn el wil isclude coniioutens by uiall
Thuit st his Lagjs
Biritnncally, ratire prowndied i wne of cRectt
ated bolira s Pul offmed groie s to our

-]

:ﬁ e declsted the Bosy of water from the
16 the bupe. A ard paimen libwaot
b et W By pochot of wolsed wellandy
il srmrrras conie Sed doony leny e
manthi. The dhvesse Linchcaoe pr

LTV Pt kel S aned planiy
filiered and showed T movement of relsvwaber,
wbarh Thern aosed IR
Frrough 1he thaliow groundwale b s
weatir ined vty all v [ e b
crewting a Foalhy senory for young fah

wneter reguined Lo tantan a bedlihy sea
il papuiation

e resioee wwhal ratire
greacritsed for o our vaaterched by

RN SO (OF IMgason roed
o pnatesg nateve plank sed v
ETHDACT ARG, GLAT 36 Fan gairtens
RIS ANc] COroLs Surliepl N LneRrape
and greverieg polliion fnem evienng
r pter bodeet

l'wl.lrw?nmr-f-ulmli&vﬂ
inchuded Calina trites, Spansh erplonss
Af0 BT LSRN Jimg

19710

Noiles ol s we Sy i LpDeT
Piolligsi Creck bain Tor agriculbure.
Thes el mingied large areas of

el That et el (iltenad] vadier
afedl changed B natural Now of veaber
Colery wisk a big orop

19505

Tm Infisences that have changed the Roberts Bay Morth watershed over the years

1000—-1900s |

ks grewth aoiohivatss 5% watadras
and ronhimess inland, Fioodeng oecame a
prcdaen akong Faligp Ciees

19605

Sarasots Coerty auithonmr fes
Phillippd Creck deainage sty
Dherigng bagins af moarin of
Philliggd Creek 1o alevale Toodog
By ety e WAILET DEVAT)

e i il Rk Ry

18705

Ao the pocrlaon i Sannots County

1980 — 1990«

Sarasota Courty Stormmaie
Frvarmamenil Litkty saverad bn
atbdres contiued |EJGA‘."II'|Q P
Froech plarving and capral
ETrOVETENS (o Aepic tanict

argl privale wandevelen bealineid (ranis
wentifed ot polution seures. ©

Fraeit Moprorsal Tt Farity
ot bon begin

2001
2007

#halippd Crack Sopts Syviem Roplacerent progect begim.

Apbert Bay Mo Veatershed Management Fan sudy begin

sowathy
Wit Mat moguerrs
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Survey

Roberts Bay North Workshop Survey

Fiesie help ui gauge the effectivensis of our county eommusication. .-'”] A
Yeur frank responuet 12 thiy briel wrvey will help us to Briter meed your fuiure noeds. - H ;"
e

Pre-workshop quiz PN
Which wirtenibed do you live inf (Choase ane) .8
[7] Sarapota@ay [T Litthe Saravota Bay [7] Roberts Bay North  [7] Dona-Roberts Bay

[7] Leman Bay [ Myakka River ’
What happer 1o polution when iTgors desn the stormeater drain® 1 goet (indto (Choose ane)

{71 msawape iraatment plant [ o waters and anto the By

Reducing fertilizer and perlicde wie can heip reduce polfution. (Choose onej

] Trse [ Fake

Siormeawter ponchy provide the following berefits: ({Choose one)

[ Stormweator potiution reduction [ Frood contred [ Wikdiife habea

7] meghartics ] Al these

Which watenbed do you live in? [Choose one)

[ Sarasota Bay [ Litthe Sarasota Bay [ Roberis Bay Morth || Dona-Roberts Bay
L Larman Bay | Wyakka River

‘What happers to pofiution when it goes diwwn the stormsater drain® It goes {infto (Choose ane)
|| & seveage treatment plant | | ouwr waters and snto the by

Reducing fertilicer and pesticde e can help reduce polluton. (Chocse onel

[ Truw [ Falee

Sace ey ponds provide The *ﬂﬂb‘l’l‘ll‘li berselets: (Chaose one) [~

[ ] Stormevater pollution reduction | Flood control Rarch 15 2008
[ ] wiidiife habitat | Agstheticn | ] All of these Commants:

d-Sirorsgly agree !-n;-lp'-u 2-Deagree  1-Strongly dieageee

1 I newy undlemtared mane shout satesshedy snd
wiaterihed management than | did betone 1he meeting.

[ The speakers were well prepaed,
[T The information was desr and gaiy to urderstand.
| | The mesling place and tme wers dormeninL

1 hurew Furihie quetienuammente
Plpass hired WS (ONTACT M W PR

b | P e Lo 1 tha—
b g TPy | e A =M
el oSl PR TP P ny Sy T or f -
£ FREEE Sy P

o ey [oncka My name i
it hknskggrwm {6t h
E.an%ma Counly e r

AT | RIS R

e T
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Graphic Materials

Sarasota County Watersheds: A checklist

Our creeks and, é’t«y/ﬂ

love em or lose

The future of Roberts Bay North is in

our hands. Here are some of the ways you

can become a watershed champion.

‘Watershed champions Come in marny types:
individuals, homeowner associations, schools,
businesses, builder/developers and more.,

Check all areas that you, your friends

and neighbors can influence,
| NEST

I Saarona CouTy, : Erreimrreal
Thewanrtivha Tédom (NEST0) ety erwirormenial
ErtnAC L 10 PGS P weilinhed 1 T e

County thalf cosches, waicty and
peindies Enpirlie I GIoups

[7] Fertilizar

Foalors Taraucts County's Selnance. Liss only 5y
mach feridiner an v need.. Don " fertiize denng
fThe raify ssanon

Homeowner srpociations. Make wre youw
Rachand compdsy m F&S-per i

|| Lowe-impact development

larape siomsvabel ool wmall, conb-rtiectie
Irchoape Fewtres on yoe owe lol, ney devislcpmenty,
wehan ieirolsy and secewsinpment prol. Deohtass
thie et of Waiee Weaans YO (Hopeey trenugh
Eetrvarde cpleniton aredl. raen Bamehy, caleeni, Green
il @ peTec rtaom

Rracemfub? Shrvnprnend Yormina@les Sfufidepepil
WyDRTH Can actually reduce developmens oo by
ipicing o elmanating conmeeibonal Sommadbet
comeryance and oollechon yaseme
Bullder’developars: Don t Oear-Cul 50 pack sl 1
eruhes efledtve Lincheape prach e very @lauh

Sa]%ota County

o i

pen”

L Waterfront landscaping

Ereaie plant batleny aborng water coune
Chonse plints el wall siosy sunolf, Bl ranfal
g ail; g uirierdy and pellilasty

|| Lawm maintenance

Lesrer grass cipgengs on e L, and e
s iy 1o yineetl, dlorsrrader dr gl and
vy Wi Doy

Grean Business Partnership

Thas caanty-sporsoied progrem SO sges
SttwrnnmanLE iSsaiihig Ahd reocraie
Ernemenas thal mabe am exirs slion o operate &
#n prnpnmerddlly responiible manngs T
Erladn AL 800 LT
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Checklist Back

| Water use and comnservation
Indoors

iU oy ik s . o needl. T of (Fe
B B0 B podsr Aol shorien dhoween: ine bl kaah

Pt Lnwpnafry Bead chhpd; PassAln Todety and Tauce;
g o Pl we-Bows Tialussis ansd odetd

Hiomeowner 35200 RS 2o o aer
corvprvibnn erebon welth fer mimbe

Busifobtbis: Line ol ol mrach B you i, inatru
PTG S WAL COMRT VAT, (O] wate!
LAE auis; mantain spapmen ot plumbing
Chack 1 s

Bullder! developars: Deugn s Bobd ik
webtes corsandng Tt e g, Loy Bos todeh)

Outdoors

Everyon; Le onk what youl bndscape reeds. Folow
SO wahst PRI, Wi TS O pour aprnhier
syl Turn ol dperklers when it meng. Skip & wisek ol
et cluring thae dey ssason; istall deousghi: iolesan
Lamisrapes planTs aed Lievn Qricset. LsE dar Daimels o
creems for watenng

Homacramas associationn; Provice vastes e and
VeBler CONSETVaTE TEn 50 novy Tereeers. puie il iy
fiiby Fiaipr droes e ol KLals,

Busimesses: maal aned mastian drousgh -Sobemant
larchcape plants and e, N your employees
wboul veir fo Conserey warler, it may aiso heip
MeduCE POUr oouls

Builldariidevelopanc Deign (orermaraled anid
rumuﬂﬂ::n#nm.rm reicape Teature,
irictall o lintusfpt, it dieLanTiiad wadilie Spnlefins
{wihere awadabie | for ireigation of 9o goumes and
Cormgraaty landuoepe arvas; drugn Taciites a
caghee dewmater for reans

Leswrn maore at wessy wBwmad state LS oneraation!

| storm drain rarking
€ rmanis vl pveandeds thar) “ andy Tae oo down
i (e chiaim © Everythineg Thall Qoes: inio a demn
Feirinally A0S L @ Dy

Pesticide
Live apanngy, f an a8 Followe all labsl chrporand.

Litter prevention

Evaryomd: \iokurissr wilh Esep Sarats County
et (RO N} Partiopate o Cledn-up i
Hameowher ssadations: Create il parhopate o
VL CRAT [ hearnLEm

butty: Remember that cgaetie bults s
kintew, too It o tak e years for 8 ot Bt o
Israak down i The Smdronmanl.
KSCH i mone than 3 cleanug program - fird oul oty
Wy yOu Can get ireokad. Liswn mone at sogow ret
ek o Cofity A-LL then el 1D Keei Sarasits
Coomrrhy Bl ul

L Boating
Safely dupose of boating {resh on led. Don'y
dncfunge boat sewage inio the buys. Lise gaes anad od
o G o dveed Al

Marina crwnars: Rlake i ooty Tor Boaren mo

chisan it Foldeng Lanks and talely depose of odoer
Do wanie

_ Hazardeus material disposal

O st of vl matoe o can polute 250,000 gallom
ol walitee Sligaota Connty Pus hee harsrekoe s, verias

dirigorial Uil Ree Redge Bood, Saraseta, lackean Road,
Wenaoe andd o the Lol in Mol

Homeowner assocations: Labe | sayy for ressdenty
1 ko of Farardoo] wine propedy

Pet wasto disporsal
Ay pach up afier peis. Ped wasle CRTie i
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Roberts Bay North

Watershed Management Plan ‘.j.u,d_-.r LaMes Suppon Brough the
3 ; Faoilalon Souttwes Flonda YWaler
Qur Creeks and Bays: Presentations Managerent Oistirct
e 1 | veis minde possbip with
Love ‘'em or lose ‘em! Kelly Westover funding fron the
Sarasdla Cownly Manasola Basin Boands
Conparstie Funding
Tony Janicki, Ph.D, Program
anick Environinental ine
Rob Wright
S arasofe County Y
Ei EE!IE!”:EI - L B
Everyone - J’

—
Today’s discussion Our watersheds

Roberts Bay Morth watershed:
Where it is, what it is
+ Watershed management

+ Whal the county does: our role Kelly Westover
Whal you can do: your role Sarasota County

+  Working together, we can improve Roberts
Bay MNorth

23
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A healthy watershed provides ... A watershed includes ...
. - Land
|+ Natural landscape » Roads and buildings
| - & BB+ Agriculture
[+ Proper mix of fresh : lealll- Plants and animals
and saltwater E: . Water and wetlands
+ Homes
+ Filter for pollutants - People
bt S 7 s
+ Hal . b Al
A .?I’

+ Building
- Landscaping

+ Driving our cars

+ Walking our dogs
+ Daily living 2
+ Recreational activity :

60+ square miles
»  Mostly urban (77%)
+ Includes land in county and land in city
T ——————
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Our watershed through the years Growth and watershed activity

Miles of ditches were [

dug in upper Phillippi RERIEE e
Creek basin for -
agriculture

3 Urban growth

acceferated at
waterfront and
moved inland

1960s BN Phillippi Creek drainage study authorized

* Dredging begins at mouth of creek

- /: 1 *—'.--‘ ..‘_'__,_;- e,

Population increases S T
ISR from 76,000 to 202,000 *‘_,;'ﬂ'

What is Sarasota County's o ;
Traditional focus on flood protection
watershed management approach?

Flood Protection

Water Quality

Natural Systems =

Flood protection level of service

Acceptable flooding for a 100-year storm

+ Stormwater Environmental Utility
— Basin masier plans
- Capital improvement pregram
FEMA Flood Insurance

Sustainable water supply

25
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Balance needs of natural systems Protecting water quality

2000s
« Wastewater control

* Septic System Replacement Program = Taha private phiie albiiig

- Install central sewer
« Environmentally Sensitive Lands Program system
— Red Bug Slough Preserve

= Reuse water
+ Roberts Bay North Watershed Management
Plan

Manage stormwater and minimize pollution

Monitoring our environment, including ...

» New and redevelopment benefit from + Water quality in Phillippi Creek, Matheny
- Landscape and fertilizer regulations Creek and Roberts Bay
- Low impact design and development * Seagrass beds
= Oyster populations
+ Stormwater runoff * Tidal creeks

— Create more porous surfaces

— Capture rainfall onsite; use to irrigate
landscape

Your PENNY will help! 'ﬁ‘!

* Red Bug Slough
+ Celery Fields

26
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Why is a watershed plan imporiant?

= Balances community and endrenmental
nesds for susiainable development

Flan basics:
identify possibililies
2. Esiablish goais
3. Develop recommendsiions

Step 2 - Establizh goals

+ Reduce waler peliudion

+ Inerease waler clamty in estuary
+ |mprove natural habfal

« Righl waler, righl use

« Qiptimum fieod profeciion

« Reducs sedimani

i.
L A

Working together

Graphic Materials

Step 1 - Identify possibilities

« Assecs the watershed

= Dalarming higlardcal condilions
» Watershed arsa
» Frashwater Mowing inbo creeks and bay
= Pre-development habitat types

— Eslimale current conditbons

What possibiities do YOU ses -
in the watershed?

Step 3 = Develop recommendations

= Projects
+ Pamny sales tax funding
« Practices

« Watershed Report Card

What will WE do? .
What will YOU da 7 2

Roberts Bay North water quality today

Tony Janicki, Ph.D.

Janickl Enviionmental inc

’
R ————————
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Water quality monitoring in Roberts Bay

MNEST: watershed management,

one neighborhood at a time

Rob Wright

Sarasola Coufily

Status and trends

Robans Bay Chisrophyll
-
@
- i
=
n
- \.
i . 1
L
1] . e I.
] -
dEl e el Sl el Sedl lepa Eei edm el _‘a'
Lt

Some common problems

we see in watersheds

- Stormwater run-off

problem s created by

conventional homesite
design

+ SBedimentation and
erosion

+ Pol waste
+ Pesticide, fernilicer
misuse

«  Litter .

Let's talk about some steps you can take - 40
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Form a Neighborhood Environmental Flarida Yards & Neighborhoods practicas
Stewardship Team (NEST)

Vihal is a MEST?

o b LT S
OF QT BECH PArTNESingG wih
Saragein County

+ Fipkpps coimimsanly
gwareneia of natroe
hrabtats ard wadersheds
lard and wates aroord thesm

Reduce pavement, increase “green
spage”

Neighbars work to restore shoreline

Graphic Materials

« Right plant, right place
- Vater efficiently

Plants haelp protect the shoreline

Fertilizer managemeant
lo'w -maintanance zone

29
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Seagrass and water quality monitoring Watershed management and you

Watershed management and you

« scgov.net

« Water Atlas

* Watermatters.org

» fyn.ifas.ufl.edu

* Homeowner associations
= Other Web sites

Suppedd Muough the Souttwes! Fiovide Waler Managamen| Dislrict was
mage possible with funding from the Manascla Barin Bowd's
Funding Progrm

oy e humes

Rotate through four stations, 5 min. each;
Flood Protection

~ * What can YOU do to
help the watershed?
What will YOU do

to help the watershed?

Eﬁ*““l‘ s






