
































Resolution 10R-2160    April 19, 2010 
 

RESOLUTION 10R-2160 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY 
OF SARASOTA, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, 
ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF SARASOTA, FLORIDA TO 
ENDORSE THE ENTIRE BUS RAPID TRANSIT ALIGNMENT 
AND RECOMMEND THAT THE SARASOTA COUNTY 
COMMISSION SITTING AS THE SARASOTA COUNTY 
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY SUBMIT AN 
ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS TO THE FEDERAL TRANSIT 
ADMINISTRATION FOR CONSIDERATION IN THE PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION NEW STARTS/SMALL STARTS 
PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City Commission held a public hearing on September 15, 2008, on the 
North South alternative routes for Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) service and specifically supported the Rail Corridor for the northern portion of the Bus 
Rapid Transit Line; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Commission requested on October 27, 2009, that alternative routes 
be examined for the proposed Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) south of downtown and supporting a 
route that would use Ringling Boulevard and U.S. 301 or a route that would include Orange 
Avenue and Mound Street; and 

 
WHEREAS, this request was subsequent to Sarasota County Officials seeking additional 

engagement with City Officials and the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, a number of alternative routes for the central and southern section of the 

BRT route were examined by Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) and reviewed with City of 
Sarasota staff and community representatives; and  

 
WHEREAS, the proposed alignment for the section south of Ringling Boulevard now 

bypasses Osprey Avenue entirely and includes portions of Orange Avenue, Mound Street, and 
U.S. 41; and 

 
WHEREAS, leaders from the Avondale, Laurel Park, and Amaryllis Park communities 

helped staff in identifying and evaluating alternative route options and formulating a broader 
community outreach program; and  

 
WHEREAS, SCAT hosted a community forum (open to the public) on April 17, 2010, 

from 9:30 am – 11:00 and reported the findings and results from the public community forum 
during this Commission meeting on April 19, 2010;  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF SARASOTA, FLORIDA: 
 

Section 1:  The City Commission hereby authorizes the Mayor to execute this Resolution 

on behalf of the City of Sarasota, Florida, to endorse the entire proposed Bus Rapid Transit 

alignment and recommend that the Sarasota County Commission sitting as the Sarasota County 

Transportation Authority submit an Alternatives Analysis to the Federal Transit Administration 

for consideration in the Public Transportation New Starts/Small Starts Project recommendations.  

 
Section 2:  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

 

ADOPTED  by the City Commission of the City of Sarasota, Florida, upon reading by 

title only, after posting on the bulletin board at City Hall for at least three (3) days prior to 

adoption, as authorized by Article IV, Section 2, Charter of the City of Sarasota, Florida, this 

_____ day of __________________, 2010. 

 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
            Richard Clapp, Mayor  
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Pamela Nadalini 
City Auditor and Clerk 





SCDC 
Sarasota Community 

Development Corporation 

April 19, 2010 
 
Mayor Kelly Kirschner 
and Sarasota City Commissioners 
1565 1st Street, Room 101 
Sarasota, FL 34236 
 
RE:  BRT and its promise for Newtown and North Sarasota 
 
Dear Mayor Kirschner and Commissioners: 
 
On behalf of the Sarasota Community Development Corporation, I urge you to support the Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) alignment worked out by SCAT with input and support from the Sarasota 
Community.  Of greatest importance to our organization, the realignment maintains the realigned 
route through the heart of North Sarasota.  The promise of this realistic and important transit 
option cannot be understated.  Our organization knows first hand the challenges facing economic 
investment in Newtown and North Sarasota.  The BRT will provide a feature unique to Newtown 
and N. Sarasota, which will enable travel North and South to major employment centers, without 
the need for a personal vehicle.  Most importantly, it will deliver upon that promise in the near 
term. 
 
Representatives of our Board of Directors and the Newtown community attended the BRT Open 
House on Saturday, April 17, 2010.  At that meeting, a group of individuals calling themselves 
the “Transit Group” indicated that BRT should be ditched in favor of waiting for Sarasota to be 
large enough to support commuter rail in the proposed corridor.  Population statistics show that 
Sarasota is not growing at a pace that will support commuter rail in our lifetime.  We know of no 
fact or circumstance that supports the notion that commuter rail will be a viable alternative in the 
next 20, 50 or even 100 years.  We urge you to remain focused on what can make a difference 
now – and that is to support the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) plan as currently envisioned by 
the community.  Thank you for your support of this important community initiative. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jack Meredith, Chairman 
Sarasota Community Development Corporation 
 
cc: Sarasota County Commission 

Mr. Jim Ley, County Administrator 
 Mr. Robert Bartolotta, City Manager 
 Mr. Anthony Beckford, Executive Director, SCAT 
 Mr. Rob Lewis, Executive Director, Planning/Development Services 
 Mr. David Smith, GM Neighborhood Development  Services 

SCDC Board of Directors: 
Jack Meredith-Chairman 
Craig Colburn-Vice-Chairman 
Chief Peter Abbott-Director 
Commissioner Atkins-Director 
Kathy Baylis-Director 
Tim Calpin-Director 
Todd Chandler-Director 
John Colon-Director 
Trevor Harvey-Treasurer 
Lyndon Jones-Director 
Mary Mack-Ex-officio  
Christine Meeker Lange-Dir. 
 




