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SARASOTA COUNTY 
BROWNFIELDS COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

 
1. BROWNFIELD POLICY OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
1.1 Brownfields are a real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of 

which may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant. Brownfields not addressed by 
environmental remediation are an inefficient economic use of urban land; 
contribute to community decline, slum, and blight; present a potential hazard 
to public health; and unaddressed, brownfields result in premature expansion 
and sprawl of urban development.  Environmental remediation and reuse of 
brownfields is in the economic, environmental, and community interests of 
Sarasota County. 

 
1.2 Brownfields Community Redevelopment Program. This policy establishes a 

Brownfields Community Redevelopment Program by Sarasota County Board of 
County Commissioners pursuant to the Florida Brownfields Redevelopment Act 
and the Board's own Brownfields Community Redevelopment Program 
initiatives under guidance from the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency Brownfields Redevelopment Pilot and the community redevelopment 
programs of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development.  
This program shall be in effect in the unincorporated area of Sarasota County. 

 
1.3 Brownfields Community Redevelopment Program Scope. It is the policy of 

the Board of County Commissioners to provide assistance and incentives to 
public and private land owners and businesses to facilitate the owner's 
environmental cleanup and reuse of contaminated urban property as part of the 
County's redevelopment and growth management strategy.  The Board will offer 
a program of assistance through administrative, regulatory, technical 
assistance, and financial incentives available to Brownfields Community 
Redevelopment Program projects appropriate to the needs of the community 
and through a program of community brownfield designations. 

 
2. APPLICATION FOR A SARASOTA COUNTY BROWNFIELD DESIGNATION 
 
2.1 Brownfield Designation Process. Sarasota County will establish a process and 

procedures to assist a qualifying Brownfields Project Sponsor to obtain 
designations and approvals for status as a “brownfield” under applicable 
Federal, State or local public and private programs for brownfield assistance, 
including designation as a “brownfield site” or “brownfield area” pursuant to the 
Florida Brownfields Redevelopment Act of 1997, and other business, 
employment and training assistance related to brownfield redevelopment. 

 
2.2 Brownfield Preapplication Meeting. The Brownfields Project Sponsor shall 

meet with County staff and other brownfield interested agencies to discuss the 
Brownfields Redevelopment Project Applications and compliance with the 
County program qualifications.  Brownfield Projects must meet the basic 
definition and intent of brownfield redevelopment and reuse. 

 
2.3 Sarasota County Brownfield Application. Sarasota County will provide 

assistance to a Brownfields Project Sponsor who completes a Brownfields 
Community Redevelopment Project Application identifying the project site, the 
scope of the proposed brownfield project, and site/project information to 
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establish qualification for assistance under the Florida Brownfields 
Redevelopment Act or for County Brownfields Redevelopment Program 
assistance. 

 
2.4 Brownfield Program Fees. Sarasota County shall not charge a fee for the 

Brownfield Designation Application.  However, the applicant will be responsible 
for advertising, public notice and normal review fees. (i.e. Walk-Though, 
Presubmittal, Site and Development, Building Permits, and Inspection fees) 

 
3. BROWNFIELD PROJECT REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
3.1 Brownfield Review Actions. Sarasota County will review the Brownfields 

Project Sponsor's Application and consult with any Federal, State and local 
agencies as to any brownfield requirements, which may be part of the approval 
of the Brownfields Project.  The County will provide its review comments and 
schedule the appropriate agenda items with the Board of County 
Commissioners within 45 days of establishing that the Brownfields Project 
Sponsor has an application with sufficient information required to qualify for 
designation and any assistance under the Board's Brownfields Community 
Redevelopment Program. 

 
3.2 Program Qualifications. Brownfields Projects must meet the minimum 

requirements of the applicable designation and assistance guidelines for which 
the project is seeking to qualify under a Federal, State or local program.  These 
requirements are provided for in Federal, State and local law related to 
brownfields.  It is not the intent of the Board of County Commissioners to 
establish any further extent of requirements for qualifications other than those 
of this Brownfields Community Redevelopment Program policy and existing 
brownfield laws and rules. 

 
3.3 Public Meetings. The Brownfields Project Sponsor must meet the requirements 

of the Florida Brownfields Redevelopment Act regarding public notification and 
public meetings.  Notice of any meeting shall be made in advance of the meeting 
and must be advertised in compliance with the Florida Brownfields 
Redevelopment Act.  The meeting shall be in a public place in the area to be 
designated.  County staff will attend the meeting.  The Brownfields Project 
Sponsor will arrange, publicize, and facilitate the meeting and provide a record 
of the meeting as a part of the Brownfields Community Redevelopment Project 
Application. 

 
3.4 Brownfields Advisory Committee Requirement. A Brownfields Advisory 

Committee of residents or property owners shall be established to advise the 
Board of County Commissioners of brownfield sites and area designations.  The 
Sarasota County Planning Commission may temporarily act as an interim 
Brownfields Advisory Committee in the absence of community residents or 
property owners forthcoming to fulfill this requirement. 

 
3.5 Brownfield Areas and Sites. The Board of County Commissioners shall 

establish designations for brownfield areas and sites in accordance with the 
Florida Brownfields Redevelopment Act.  This action may be taken by the 
County on its own initiative for a public purpose, or at the request of a 
Brownfields Project Sponsor. 

 
4. BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER ACTIONS 
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4.1 Board of County Commissioner Brownfield Actions. Sarasota County staff 

shall prepare agenda items, hearing materials, maps, and resolutions for Board 
of County Commissioner consideration as a part of the request for a 
Brownfields Community Redevelopment Project designation or for assistance 
related to a Brownfields Community Redevelopment Project. 

 
4.2 Filings with Federal and State Agencies. Board actions for a brownfield 

designation under the Florida Brownfields Redevelopment Act shall be filed with 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection in compliance with the 
Florida Brownfields Redevelopment Act.  The County may prepare and file 
project applications for Federal and State assistance in conjunction with 
pending and approved Brownfields Community Redevelopment Projects, which 
intend to use the Board’s programs. 

 
4.3 Brownfield Incentives. The following constitute the recognized incentives 

available for Brownfields Community Redevelopment Program Projects under 
the Sarasota County Brownfields Community Redevelopment Program: 

 
Administrative Incentives 
 
• The County will sponsor a program for brownfield designation to establish 

national, state, and local eligibility for a site or an area as a qualified 
brownfield. 

 
Regulatory Incentives 
 
• County staff assistance will be provided to qualify as a brownfield in FDEP 

regulatory and permitting requirements for the brownfield project. 
 
• County staff will make recommendations to the Board of County 

Commissioners concerning a Board action for a Brownfields Community 
Redevelopment Project.  The recommendation will be made within a target of 
45 days from a complete Brownfields Project Application. 

 
• The County may enact institutional controls such as those related to 

restrictive zoning and land use on property use or access to eliminate or 
minimize exposure to contaminants and to assist in the risk based 
correctives actions necessary for the project. 

 
Technical Assistance Incentives 
 
• County staff will take actions and assist applicants to obtain grants, loans, 

and other assistance for qualified brownfield projects. 
 
• County staff will provide a priority expedited process to obtain County 

permits for a qualified brownfield project. 
 
Financial Incentives 
 
• This County policy and program may enable business and property owners 

to qualify for government tax treatments and financial programs. 
 
• Funding of Phase I and Phase II Environmental Assessments and other 



FormLDSPKT06 - Revised 3/2/04 
 

5

eligible activities for qualifying brownfield properties may be made available 
under grants and loans provided by federal, state or other brownfield or 
related community development programs. 

 
• County assistance with education and outreach to government, private 

business and citizens to address the economic barriers to brownfield 
redevelopment, including property rights, environmental justice, and health 
related aspects of brownfield reuse and redevelopment may be made 
available under grants and loans provided by federal, state or other 
brownfield or related community development programs. 

  
5. BROWNFIELD PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 
 
5.1 County Administrator’s Responsibilities. The County Administrator is 

directed to establish and assign responsibilities to carry out the Brownfields 
Community Redevelopment Policy as a part of the County Administrator’s 
responsibilities.  The County Administrator shall make arrangements for duties 
of agencies of the County government to undertake program responsibilities 
through the County's budget process, sufficient to carry out the Board’s policy. 

 
5.2 Joint Projects and Programs. The County Administrator may develop joint 

projects and programs with State agencies and other local government agencies 
as needed to carry out the Board's Brownfields Community Redevelopment 
Program. 

   
5.3 Procedures and Sample Documents. The County Administrator shall establish 

and use administrative procedures to carry out the Board's Brownfields 
Community Redevelopment Policy.  The County Administrator shall prepare 
outreach materials and offer sample documents to establish community 
awareness and outreach to Brownfields Project Sponsors and citizens. 
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QUALIFICATION PROCEDURES FOR OBTAINING REDEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 
 

Definition 
 
A Brownfield is a real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may 
be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, 
pollutant, or contaminant. 
  
Sarasota County Brownfields Community Redevelopment Program 
 
It is the policy of the Board of County Commissioners to provide assistance and 
incentives to public and private landowners and businesses to facilitate the 
environmental cleanup and reuse of contaminated urban property.  Qualifying 
Brownfields Community Redevelopment Program projects will be eligible to receive 
administrative, regulatory, technical assistance, and financial incentives appropriate 
to the needs of the community through a program of community brownfield 
designations. 
 
Program Qualifications 
 
Qualifying Brownfield Projects must meet the minimum requirements of the applicable 
designation and assistance guidelines under the Federal, State or local program for 
which the project is seeking to qualify.  It is not the intent of the Board of County 
Commissioners to establish any further extent of requirements for qualifications other 
than those of the Brownfields Community Redevelopment Program Policy and existing 
brownfield laws and rules.  Brownfield Projects must meet the basic definition and 
intent of brownfield redevelopment and reuse. 
 

BROWNFIELD DESIGNATION PROCESS 
 
Brownfield Preapplication Meeting 
 
The Brownfields Project Sponsor shall meet with County staff and other brownfield 
interested agencies to discuss the Brownfields Redevelopment Project Applications and 
compliance with the County program qualifications. 
 
Application for Brownfield Designation 
 
The County will provide assistance to a Brownfields Project Sponsor who completes a 
Brownfields Community Redevelopment Project Application (attached) identifying the 
project site, the scope of the proposed brownfield project, and site/project information 
to establish qualification for assistance under the Florida Brownfields Redevelopment 
Act or for County Brownfields Redevelopment Program assistance. 
 
Documentation Requirements for Brownfield Site Designation 
 
The following documentation shall be required to qualify for designation as a 
brownfield site: 
 
1. Project application documentation which includes, at a minimum, the following: 
 

• A completed Application for Brownfield Designation. 
 
• Zoning Verification Letter from Sarasota County stating that the proposed 

project is a permittable use. 
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• Letter from the Sarasota County Growth Management Business Center stating 

that the proposed brownfield site is consistent with the Sarasota County 
Comprehensive Plan. 

 
• A reasonable assurance statement that sufficient resources are available to the 

applicant to implement and complete a rehabilitation and redevelopment plan. 
 
2. Documentation of public notice 
 
The Brownfields Project Sponsor must meet the requirements of the Florida 
Brownfields Redevelopment Act regarding public notification.  Specifically, notice of 
the proposed rehabilitation of the brownfield area must be made in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the area and notice must be posted in the affected area.  The 
phone number of the County's Brownfield Coordinator shall be included in the 
notifications so that interested parties may provide comment to the County on the 
proposed application.  Said notifications shall be posted within 5 working days from 
the submittal of the Brownfields Site Application.  A copy of the newspaper 
advertisement and a photo of the posted notification(s) shall be provided.  
 
3. Staff report with recommendation of approval 
 
County staff will review the Brownfields Project Sponsor's Application and consult with 
any Federal, State and local agencies as to any brownfield requirements, which may be 
part of the approval of the Brownfields Project.  Upon establishing that the Brownfields 
Project Sponsor has an application with sufficient information required to qualify for 
designation and any assistance under the Brownfields Community Redevelopment 
Program, County staff will schedule an agenda item with the Board of County 
Commissioners and prepare a staff report recommending approval of the Brownfields 
Project Sponsor's Application.  The agenda item shall be scheduled within 45 days of 
the determination of application sufficiency. 
 
Resolution by the Sarasota County Board of County Commissioners 
 
Upon submittal of the required documentation, the Sarasota County Board of County 
Commissioners shall pass a resolution designating the proposed site a brownfield site 
under the Florida Brownfields Redevelopment Act. 
 
Filings with Federal and State Agencies 
 
Board actions for a brownfield designation under the Florida Brownfields 
Redevelopment Act shall be filed with the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection in compliance with the Florida Brownfields Redevelopment Act.  The County 
may prepare and file project applications for Federal and State assistance in 
conjunction with pending and approved Brownfields Community Redevelopment 
Projects, which intend to use the Board's programs. 
 
Brownfield Site Rehabilitation Agreement 
 
The designation of a brownfield area by the County entitles the applicant to negotiate a 
brownfield site rehabilitation agreement with the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection or an approved local pollution control program.  The specific requirements 
of the agreement are outlined in s. 376.80(5) Florida Statutes and s. 62-785 Florida 
Administrative Code. 
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Brownfield Advisory Committee 
 
A Brownfield Advisory Committee of residents or property owners shall be established 
for the purposes of improving public participation and receiving public input on 
rehabilitation and redevelopment of the brownfield areas.  The Sarasota County 
Planning Commission may temporarily act as all interim Brownfield Advisory 
Committees in the absence of community residents or property owners forthcoming to 
fulfill this requirement. 
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SARASOTA COUNTY BROWNFIELDS COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
 

APPLICATION FOR BROWNFIELD DESIGNATION 
 
Complete this form to request designation by Sarasota County as a brownfield site. It 
is important to complete all applicable sections and attach all necessary information. 
It is required that a Brownfield Preapplication Meeting be held before submitting this 
application. If you have any questions concerning completion of this application or 
wish to schedule a Preapplication Meeting, please call (941) 861-6104 or (941) 861-
6160 and ask to speak to the Brownfield Coordinator. 
 
PROPERTY INFORMATION 
 
Property Name______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ______________________________________ State _____________ Zip Code ____________ 
 
Property Size (acres/square feet) ____________________________  
 
Parcel Number(s) ___________________________________________ 
 
Attach a location map and a current aerial with the property delineated. 
  
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  
 
Briefly describe property (vacant land, unoccupied, etc.) _____________________________ 
 
Zoning _________________ 
 
Future Land Use Designation ___________________ 
 
Is property located within one or more of the following? (check all that apply)  
 
_____Community Redevelopment Area 
 
_____Enterprise Zone 
 
_____Empowerment Zone 
 
Located within one-half mile of an existing major street? _____Yes _____ No  
 
Public street access? _____ Yes _____No 
 
Existing public water and sewer distribution lines? _____Yes _____No  
 
Outside floodplain area? _____Yes _____No 
 
Describe all outstanding property taxes due on the property?________________________ 
 
 
 
 



APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 
Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ______________________________________________ State __________ Zip Code _______ 
 
Phone ______________________ Fax _______________________ E-Mail ____________________ 
 
Interest in Property _________________________________________________________________ 
 
CURRENT PROPERTY OWNER(S) (if different from applicant) 
 
Name ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _______________________________________ State ______________ Zip Code __________ 
 
Phone _________________________ Fax _____________________ E-Mail ___________________ 
 
Legal Status of the Current Property Owner(s): 
 
_____Individual/Sole Proprietorship  _____General Partnership _____ State 
 
_____Limited Liability Co.    _____Limited Partnership  _____ State 
 
_____Florida Corporation   _____State of Incorporation 
 
_____Out of State Corporation    

 

 
If remediation is needed will you agree to enter into a Brownfields Site Rehabilitation Agreement
with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (or authorized designee)? _____Yes
_____No 

ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS 
 
Provide a brief description of the nature and geographical extent of contamination by 
hazardous substances and/or pollutants if known: __________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Provide a brief description of any previous or current remedial action: ________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Attach Phase I or Phase II Environmental Reports, if available. 
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DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 
General Description of Redevelopment Plans ________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Attach further illustrative or graphic information, as appropriate. 
 
How many new permanent full-time or part-time jobs will the project create after 
remediation? _____________________________ 
 
FINANCIAL RESOURCES  
 
Reasonable assurances must be provided by the applicant that sufficient financial 
resources are available to the applicant to implement and complete a rehabilitation 
agreement and redevelopment plan. Attach a statement, as well as any other 
appropriate information, outlining the financial resources available to the 
applicant for rehabilitation and redevelopment. This statement can include 
financial resources the applicant anticipates to obtain (private loans, equity and 
assistance) through designation as a brownfield site. In short, describe your general 
financial plan for your project. ______________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED 
 
Have you had a Brownfields Preapplication Meeting? _____Yes _____No (It is required 
that applicants have a Preapplication Meeting. Please call (941) 861-6104 or (941) 861-
6160 for more information) 
 
In order to better assist you, please check the type of designation you are requesting 
and the type of assistance/incentives (check all that apply) you are seeking through 
this designation: 
 
Type of Designation:   _____Area (several parcels)     _____Site (single parcel) 
 
Type of Assistance/Incentives: 
 
______Regulatory Assistance (aide for meeting government agency permitting  

requirements) 
 
______Technical Assistance (aide in obtaining grants, loans, etc.) 
 
______Grants (gap financing for brownfield remediation) 
 
______Loans (remediation loan funds) 
 
______Tax Credits/Exemptions due to Brownfield Site Designation 
 
______Job Creation Credits due to Brownfield Site Designation  
 
______Job Training Grants due to Brownfield Site Designation 
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______Other______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please describe in greater detail the services you would like to receive as a participant in the  
Brownfields Program (Optional): ___________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What are your goals with respect to the property (i.e., sale, redevelopment, business 
expansion, etc.)? ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The contents of this application shall be considered public records of the 
County. The undersigned affirms that the information contained in this 
application is true and accurate. 
 
Applicant: 
 
__________________________________________ 
Signature                                        Date 
 
__________________________________________ 
Print/Type Name 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

For Office Use Only 
 
Application Received By:_______________________________ Date: ______________________ 
 
Application Completeness Review By: _______________________________________________ 
 
_____Application Complete   _____ Application Incomplete (Specify reason(s) below): 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant Contacted on: _______________ 
 
Date Information Received to Complete Application (If Applicable): ___________________ 
 
Signature of Reviewer: ___________________________ Date: ____________________________ 
 
BCC PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR DESIGNATION OF BROWNFIELD SITE: ________ 



SARASOTA COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES BUSINESS CENTER 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE
 
OFFICE      REVIEWER    PHONE 

 
CHAIRPERSON     MARY STEPHENS   861-6576 
CO-CHAIRPERSON    BRAD BAILEY   861-6160 
 
LAND DEVELOPMENT    RAZVAN ALEXE   861-6610 
(Transportation)     SUNDAE KNIGHT   861-6056 
(Stormwater)      HIMAT SOLANKI   861-6627 
 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT   MARTHA HORTON  861-6840 
 
FIRE MARSHAL     MICHAEL FRANTZ  861-2290 
        
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH   MICHAEL BERRY   861-6051  
(Septic Systems)     VIRGINIA BESS   861-6653 

     
HISTORY CENTER    DANIEL HUGHES   861-1182 
 
RESOURCE PROTECTION   JIM DIEROLF   861-6336 
 
TREE PROTECTION    MARK McCLINTOCK  861-6340 
        
WATER RESOURCE SERVICES    MIKE MYLETT   861-0954 
 
UTILITIES      MIKE MEHAN   861-6605 
   
ZONING      LAURIE CHAPMAN  861-6189 
       DONNA THOMPSON  861-6164 
 
DESIGN STANDARDS REVIEW   JOHN CURCH   861-6187 
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING    DONALD D. HADSELL  951-3640 
 
TRAFFIC OPERATIONS    EFRAIN DUQUE   861-0961 
 
STORMWATER MODELING   ALLAN KELLEY   861-0912 
 
SCAT       PHIL LIEBERMAN   316-1007 
 
IMPACT FEES (PUBLIC WORKS)  CLARKE DAVIS   861-0922 
IMPACT FEES (UTILITIES)   KIM MEYER   861-6622 
 
SWFWMD      DAVID Z. SUA, P.E.   377-3722 

Revised 9/14/05 



FormLDS05 – Revised 10/3/05 

SARASOTA COUNTY 
DRC PRE-SUBMITTAL REQUEST FORM 

 
Application #: ____________________________                                 Zoning: _____________________________ 
 
Application Fee:  $250.00  
 
Application must be completely filled in, including the signature of the property owner. If any 
space does not apply, please write "N/A". Include 15 copies of the concept plan and two aerials 
(24”x36”, 1”=200’)(delineating the project site). PLEASE FOLD ALL MATERIAL OVER 9 X 12. Submittal 
must be submitted no later than Tuesday noon to be scheduled for the following week’s Thursday 
meeting.  
 
Application Type      [ ] Subdivision [ ] Conservation Subdivision 
Check all that apply: [ ] Commercial  [ ] Redevelopment  [ ] Overlay District 
 
If a project potentially meets the Redevelopment criteria, please contact Anne McClung 
at (941) 861-5155 prior to submitting this Pre-submittal. 
              
Please list all associated petition numbers: 
Rezone#___________  Spec Ex#___________  DRI#___________  Sector Plan#_______ 

 
Project Name___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Property Appraiser's Identification Number:____________________________________________ 
 
Specific Street Location Of Site:______________________________________________________ 
                       
County: North [ ]    South [ ]       Subdivision: Public [ ]    Private [ ]  
 
Intended Use: ________________________________________________  Floor Area:____________ 
 
#Units:________ #Stories:_________ Parcel Size:__________ Ac X 43,560=Sq Ft:___________  
 
#Parking Required:_____      New Parking Spaces:_____     Existing Parking Spaces:_____ 

 
Owner's Name: __________________________________  Phone Number [Day]:__________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________ City: _______________ State: ______Zip:________ 
  
Representative/Applicant: _______________________ Phone Number  [Day]: ____________________ 
(Receives County review responses)                                Fax: ____________________ 

Address: ______________________________ City: _______________ State: ______Zip:________ 
 
Email:_________________________________                           Fax: ________________ 
 
Engineer of Record: ______________________________ Phone Number [Day]: ________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________ City: _______________ State: ______Zip:________ 
 
Email:_________________________________                           Fax: ___________________ 

 
Planned Water Source:   [ ] Central: Utility Name ________________________   [ ] Well 
Planned Sewer Facility: [ ] Central: Utility Name ________________________   [ ] Septic 
 

I certify that the above information is correct as of this date. 
__________________________________      _______________________________       _________ 

Owner/Applicant’s Original Signature    Printed Name & Title                  Date 
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